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REPORTS OF COMPANY MEETINGS. 





LONDON-AMERICAN MARITIME TRADING 
COMPANY. 


s oeaeeneneinenmenennenn 


The annual general meeting of the shareholders of the London- 
American Maritime Trading Company, Ltd., was held on 19th December 
at the Great Eastern Hotel, Liverpool Street, E.C., the Earl of 
Wemyss, chairman of the company, presiding. 


The Chairman said: It is my duty to move the adoption of the 
report. I may say that, as for my means I am a very considerable 
shareholder in the company, I am, like, I suppose, most shareholders, 
disappointed at the results, but speaking as a director and chairman 
of the company, I offer no apology for these results. On the con- 
trary, I think any fair-minded persons who examine the accounts 
and realise the state in which the shipping trade has been for the 
last few years will come to the conclusion that, considering every- 
thing, and compared with the results that other companies have 
obtained, our results are satisfactory and reflect great credit on the 
management, and I believe I can say that everything has been done 
to try and keep down expenses. As our excellent secretary told the 
board the other day, the only way these results have been obtained at 
all has been by sitting on half-pence, and I think that to the manner 
in which our secretary and the management generally have done 
everything they can to save the company expense, we owe the fact 
that we can show some profit, though not a large one, at the end of 
this impossible year’s working. Of course, shipping, as you know 
very well, depends upon the prosperity of nations. and that in the 
present absolutely chaotic state of the exchanges it is impossible to 
carry on trading at a profit. I have to give you one example, and 
that is that we have found it more economical to lay up one of our 
ships for six months rather than embark on voyages that could only 
end inaloss. People are thinking that a change is coming; I hope 
and believe it may come soon, but if I had been able—I was 

revented last year by illness from being present—I think I would 
_ warned you that we could not have expected very great results 
this year, and we have to remember that a great part of the trading 
year has already gone, and, therefore, I would be wrong if I held out 
any hopes to you that the year to come will produce any very great 
results or any return to the pea that we had a few years ago ; 
but I am equally certain, and equally confident, that our company is 
in a position in which, when the turn of the tide comes in the 
shipping industry, we shall find ourselves in a better condition than 
most other companies of the same kind to take full advantage and to 
we those advantages to the benefit of our shareholders. (Hear, 

ear.) 


I told you three years ago that we had given orders for the build- 
ing of three ships of 7,500 tons each. Iam happy to tell you not 
only that those three ships are now completed, but that they have 
even surprised us by the satisfactory character of the results we have 
achieved in ordering them and dealing with them. These ships have 
on their early voyages run on an average of 10 knots an hour and 
with a consumption of Welsh coal of 23 to 24 tons a day, and I 
believe anybody who knows anything about that class of steamer will 
tell you that those are most extraordinary results. These ships, of 
course, belong to the Thompson Steam Shipping Company, Ltd., in 
which we at the present moment hold 94 per cent. of the Ordinary 
shares and 92 per cent. of the Preference shares, and I think that I 
am not exaggerating when I repeat that when the turn of the tide 
does come these ships ought to show results that are most satisfactory 
to the shareholders, I do not know whether I need remind you of 
what we have done in the past. This company has been in existence, 
I think, about eight years. During those years we have paid off all 
our Debentures and we have releasea ourselves from the charter 
to which we were bound, and we have paid in dividends on the 
Ordinary shares no less than 114 per cent., and on the Preference 
shares we have ey 657 per cent. (Hear, hear.) I think that 
must be admitted to be a very satisfactory result for a new company, 
and I hope you will believe me when I say that, though I am not 
sanguine of the immediate future, I am confident that the results, 
though they may not be quite as splendid as they were in the boom 

ears. will be extremely satisfactory in time to come to the share- 
item, among whom I include myself. I really do not know that 
there is very much that I can add, but I shall be quite prepared to 
answer any questions you may wish to ask me. As the chairman of 
this company I do wish to put on record the appreciation of the board 
of the way in which the management have done everything they 
possibly could in the face of extreme and unprecedented difficulties to 
bring about a result which, as I say, if it is not satisfactory to the 
shareholders, is certainly as good as can be expected. As regards the 
balance-sheet, we show a trading profit on the year of, I think, a 
little over £2,300, and we are carrying forward £21,446, out of which 
we propose to allocate 5 per cent. depreciation on our ships. I think 
if you look at the profit and loss account there are one or two items 
might be mentioned. You will see that ‘‘legal charges, audit 
fee, sundry expenses, printing and stationery, and directors’ fees ” 
amount to £1,610, as compared with £3,$64 last year. The meaning 
of that is this. We think it right that when things are not going so 
prosperously for shareholders the directors should come forward and 
volunteer to share some of the loss, and therefore they have 
voluntarily agreed to give up half their fees. (Cheers. ) 

The report was unanimously adopted. 





ANGLO-ARGENTINE TRAMWAYS. 





SECOND PREFERENCE DIVIDEND ARREARS— 
SCHEME UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED. 

A separate meeting of the holders of the Second Preference shares 
of the Anglo-Argentine Tramways Company, Ltd., was held on 19th 
December at Winchester House, E.C., for the purpose of passing an 
extraordinary resolution consenting to a modification of their rights. 
Sir George A. Touche, Bart. (the Chairman), presided. 

The London Manager and Secretary (Mr. W. D. Dawes) read the 
notice convening the meeting. 

The Chairman, in the course of his speech, said :—A circular 
explaining the unfortunate circumstances which led to the existence 
of large arrears in the case of this company was sent you with the 
notice calling the meeting. The question has been mentioned at 
many annual meetings, and you are all familiar with it. During the 
war period and since we have carried the public in Buenos Aires 
below cost, including, as one properly should, in cost interest on 
capital. The result of this was that the interest on the Second 
Preference shares fell into arrear in June, 1916, and the interest on 
the First Preference shares fell into arrear in June, 1917. By strict 
economies, and with the aid of a favourable exchange for a period, 
we have been able to pay off all arrears on the First Preference shares 
and two years’ arrears on the Second Preference shares. We are now 
about to pay another half-year’s interest on the Second Preference 
shares in cash, which will bring the payment down to December, 
1918, leaving four years in arrear. That represents a total arrear of 
£550,000, which is a very serious balance to wipe off out of future 
revenues. 

We got an increase in the rate of fares in 1920. In equity I think 
we ought to have got it earlier, but public bodies have not only to be 
convineed themselves, but we have to convince others, and it is 
almost inevitable that they should move slowly. Therefore I do not 
say that we have any grievance there at all. But when we did get 
this leave to increase fares in 1920 it was so burdened with pension 
obligations and other concessions that the benefit of it was very 
largely absorbed. It gave us no margin to enable us to pay off the 
balance of our arrears or to develop further conveniences to the 
public to the extent to which we would wish to develop them, let 
alone to pay a fair interest on the whole of the capital of the 
company. 

CURRENT YEAR’s TRAFFIC RECEIPTS. 

For 1922 we have done rather better. The traffic receipts show a 
gradual and steady improvement throughout the whole year. Up to 
16th December they amounted to £4,269,832 That compares with 
£4,020,566 last year, or an increase of £249,266. In the week to 
9th December we had record takings of £92,901. The receipts per 
car mile have averaged 17°8d. against 17°09d. A year’s dividend on 
the Second Preference would require £137,500. I hesitate to say 
what the year’s earnings will be, because, although we are very near 
the end of the year, there are various adjustments to be made, and 
any figure would necessarily be estimated to some extent, but at the 
very best, large arrears would remain on the Second Preference 
shares. 

Another factor I would like you to remember is that cash is very 
short. Exchange has been an unfavourable feature during the past 
year. The loss during the year would have represented a very sub- 
stantial difference to the dividend fund, amounting up to November 
last to very nearly £80,000. It looks now as if the Argentine dollar 
should appreciate owing to improved trade and increased confidence 
in the Argentine as a field for investment, but with the present 
unstable exchange, and with pressing expenditure on extensions and 
constructions postponed during the war, it would be most inadvisable 
to strain the finances of the company to pay away the utmost penny 
of earnings in dividends. 

CAPITAL REQUIREMENTS FOR CONSTRUCTION Work. 

There is pending during next year an expenditure of about £250,000 
in connection with the construction of 30 kilometres of new track and 
new rolling stock to meet the demands of the increased traffics. 
Some of this expenditure was imposed as a condition when we 
obtained an increase of fares in 1920. We were then authorised to 
increase the fares to 12 cents, but that authority was for a period of 
three years only and expires in April of next year. A new arrange- 
ment will, of course, have to be come to, but we cannot at this stage 
say what it will be. Therefore it is more than usually impossible to 
forecast what the revenue will be for next year. The arrangement 
will probably involve certain changes and extensions, but even 
if the arrangement does not do so, the needs of the traffic 
will do so. I sincerely hope that any new arrangement will 
recognise, as they do in France, that capital spent on public 
utilities is entitled to a fair return. It is to the public 
benefit that transport companies should offer a safe investment. 
In that way it makes it easy to find capital anu to give the public the 
ever-growing conveniences they require. Our own Government has 
recognised that situation. It has given a guarantee to help the rail- 
ways to raise money on the best terms for electrification, and, of 
course, it all makes for the extended convenience of the public. 
Certainly we shall have to face a large capital expenditure soon. 
That is one of the fundamental facts of the situation. Already the 
congestion in the narrow streets of Buenos Aires is very serious, and 
we think it will be the desire of the authorities to help us to relieve 
that congestion, but it will necessarily cost money. The Board are 
advised that, both in the negotiations with the authorities for a new 
arrangement and in the fulfilment of any new conditions, the removal 
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REPORTS OF COMPANY MEETINGS.—Continued 


of the arrears which at present hang over the company will help, and 
it is that fact which has weighed with them very largely in submitt- 
ing the proposal which is before you to-day. If we carry through 
that scheme we shall have removed the company from the category of 
those whose Preference charges are in arrear, and I need scarcely tell 
you that to be in that state of arrear is always a hindrance in raising 
further capital, so that the case for clearing up the arrears seems to 
us to be a clear one. 
TERMS OF THE PROPOSAL. 

But what we have concerned ourselves with most closely has been 
the nature of the terms offered. The terms are these. It is proposed 
to satisfy the £550,000 of arrears in further Preference shares of the 
same class and at the same time to increase the rate on the entire 
issue from 55 per cent. to 6 percent. That is the practical effect of 
the arrangement. The machinery adopted involves the surrender by 
the Ordinary shareholders of £550,000 of Ordinary capital—110,000 
Ordinary shares of £5 each—and the conversion of those shares 
into Second Preference shares. Under this arrangement a holder of 
100 Second Preference shares, or £500 nominal, will get another 22 
shares, equal to £110, increasing his holding to £610. At present 
he is entitled to an annual income of £27 10s. when the profits are 
available to pay the dividends. In future, subject to the same 
conditions, he will be entitled to £36 12s., so that he gets an increase 
of £9 2s. in income, or about one-third. The alternative to accepting 
this proposal is to wait until the £110 of arrears can be repaid 
gradually in cash, less income tax. If the income tax is at 5s., it 
means that ultimately he would get £82 10s. in cash. I cannot say 
when he would get this, but he would lose the benefit of the additional 
4 per cent. on his entire holding. If he accepts this scheme, 
instead of waiting for an indefinite period to get £82 10s., or whatever 
the amount may be, he gets £110 in Second Preference shares now, 
with the whole of his Second Preference shares increased from 534 per 
cent, to 6 percent. If he regards his old holding as still carrying 
54 per cent., the increase in the rate, by giving him an income of 
£36 12s. instead of £27 10s., means that he will be funding his 
arrears of £110 to yield £9 2s. a year, or on an 84 per cent. basis. 

You may say that this scheme is open to one critieism—that it 
adds to the annual burden of the Company ; and if you take a long 
view, undoubtedly that is so. The future charge for the Second 
Preference shares will be 6 per cent. on £3,050,000, or £183,000, 
whereas at present it is 53 per cent. on £2,500,000, or £137,500, so 
that the increase will be no less than £45,500; but, on the other 
hand, revenue is relieved of a cumulative charge in arrear of 
£550,000, which would have to be met in time, and this alone 
means that for 12 years the burden will be lightened instead of 
increased, and in 12 years’ time we hope there will be such develop- 
ments that the further addition to the revenue charges will be much 
less material than it is now. 


SURRENDER OF ORDINARY SHARES BY COMPAGNIE GENERALE, 

The arrangement which we put before you has been made possible 
only by the fact that the Compagnie Geéncrale de Tramways de 
Buenos Aires hold all the Ordinary shares, and they are willing to 
make the necessary surrender. If we had a scattered body of pro- 
prietors it would be practically impossible to put before you a scheme 
like this. The Compagnie Genérale holds also a great many of the 
Second Preference shares—enough, indeed, to carry the scheme 
against the opposition of all the other shareholders. I mention that 
hecause I see that one of the financial papers has drawn attention to 
the fact as if it were a factor in the situation. Let me tell you that 
that has never been their desire or intention. They themselves, 
at the very beginning of these negotiations, stated that they 
wished to be guided by the decision of the other holders, and that 
they had not the slightest intention of seeking to use their voting 
power to coerce the other holders—mainly English holders—into 
accepting this scheme if they were not themselves satisfied with it. 
For the same reason the directors took no steps to urge this scheme 
upon the proprietors. They stated the facts and put it before them, 
and they asked you to send in proxies if you approved of it. Now 
that we know from the proxies that it will be accepted, I do not 
hesitate to say that I respectfully agree with that high financial 
authority, the City Editor of “The Times,” in thinking that the 
offer is a generous one. I do not for a moment mean to represent the 
Compagnie Générale as a body of philanthropists. On their Second 
Preference they will get back a goodly part of what they surrender 
on their Ordinary, but they will not get it all back. 


‘“A Square DEAL.” 

Their main idea has been not what is the least the English holders 
will accept, but what would be a square deal to make with them. 
They are represented here to-day by Mr. Heineman, perhaps the 
most brilliant electrical engineer on the Continent, who is also a 
great administrator and possesses a great mastery of finance—a very 
rare combination—and I am pleased to be able to say in his presence 
that my experience of the Company which he represents has been 
that they have always sought to act in a spirit of fair-minded 
partnership with the English proprietors. (Applause. ) 

In further remarks the Chairman referred with deep regret to the 
death of Mr. W. F. Hamilton, and said that the vacaney on the 
Board had been filled by the appointment of Mr. Bernard Dudley 
Docker. He also offered congratulations to Lord Wargrave on the 
dignity which had been conferred upon him in recognition of long 





and distinguished public services. 


The resolution submitted was unanimously adopted. 
EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING. 

At an extraordinary general meeting of the company which was 
subsequently held, resolutions approving the proposals outlined by 
the Chairman and altering the basis of the directors’ remuneration 
were unanimously agreed to. 

A cordial vote of thanks to the Chairman and directors, as well 
as to the Belgian company and Mr. Heineman for putting the scheme 
before the Board, concluded the proceedings. 
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CARRERAS, LIMITED. 





GROWTH OF THE BUSINESS, 

The 19th annual general meeting of Carreras, Ltd,, was held on 
Tuesday, 19th December, at the registered offices of the Gompany, 
238, City Road, E.C. Mr. Louis B. Baron (joint managing director) 
presided in the absence of the chairman. 

The Chairman said: I am presiding over this meeting owing to 
the absence of my father, our chairman, who Jeft for the Continent 
a few days ago, feeling that it was unnecessary for him to stay for 
this meeting, as the accounts, which we have met to consider, show 
that our business is in a very healthy state, and the balance-sheet 
one that could only be received with satisfaction by the shareholders. 

I do not think you will consider it necessary for me to go into the 
details of the accounts as the printed figures before you speak for 
themselves without any zomments from me. I will content myself 
with reminding you that our profit for the year, including a refund 
of excess profits duty of £17,791, amounts to over £113,000, and 
with the amount brought forward from the previous year our avail- 
able balance is £148,000. We are putting a further £10,000 to 
reserve, making that fund £205,000, which now more than covers 
our goodwill, trade marks and patents, and after paying our prefer- 
ence share dividends and 15 per cent. free of tax for the year on our 
ordinary shares we are able to carry forward to next year the very 
substantial sum of £62,632. 

You will observe that at 31st October we had loans from the banks 
of £70,248, but I am pleased to tell you that these loans have now 
been reduced to less than half that figure. 

During the past year it became evident from month to month that 
our productions were steadily growing in popularity, and during the 
two months of the current financial year this steady growth has con- 
tinued. We shall continue to do our utmost to merit the apprecia- 
tion by the smoking public of our cigarettes and tobaccos, and I hope 
that the coming year’s business will result as favourably as the one 
just closed. 

In our manufacturing we are using nothing but the “©1919 Crop” 
tobacco, which, as you will have seen from the newspapers, is the 
finest crop produced in Virginia for many years past, and I am glad 
to say we have sufficient stock of ‘1919 Crop” tobacco for the next 
two or three years, so that the public can be fully assured of the 
quality of our goods being maintained at their present high standard. 

I beg to move that the Report and Accounts for the year ended 
31st October, 1922, be received and adopted, and that the Dividend 
at the rate of 20 per cent. per annum free of Income Tax for the 
half-year be paid, making with the Interim Dividend paid in June 
last, 15 per cent. free of Income Tax for the year. 





ENGINEERING AND TRADE 
NOTICES, 





he South Indian Railway Company, Limited, 
are prepared to receive TENDERS for the supply of :— 

STEEL RAILS and FISHPLATES. 

SPARE PARTS for LOCOMOTIVE ENGINES. 

COPPER TUBES, BRASS SHEETS, etc. 

INDIA RUBBER GOODS. 

STEEL WORK for BRIDGES, Tinnevelly-Tiruchendur 

Railway. 

Specifications and Forms of Tender will be available at the 
Company’s Offices, 91, Petty France, Westminster, S.W. 1. 

Tenders addressed to the Chairman and Directors of the South 
Indian Railway Company, Limited, marked :— 

‘‘Tenders for Steel Rails and Fishplates,” or as the case may be, 
must be left with the undersigned not later than 12 Noon on 
Friday, the 29th December, 1922. 

The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the lowest or any 
Tender. 

A charge, which will not be returned, will be made of £1 far 
each copy of Specifications Nos. 1 and 2, and of 10/- for each copy 
of Specifications Nos. 3, 4 and 5. 

Copies of the Drawings may be obtained at the Offices of 
Messrs. Robert White and Partners, Consulting Engineers to the 
Company, 3, Victoria Street, Westminster, 8S. W. 1. 

A. MUIRHEAD, 
Managing Director. 


C7 GO BO 


91, Petty France, S.W. 1. 
12th December, 1922. 











he High Commissioner tor India 1s prepared 
to receive TENDERS tur the supply of :— 
PIPES, HOSE, CANVAS, BURNETTIZED, and SCREWS, 


1. 
delivery. 
2. OIL, LUBRICATING, GS. 
3. PAPER, CARBONIC. 
4. PAPER, TYPEWRITER. 
5. HAMMERS, PNEUMATIC, Pilkington Series, O type, or 


similar. 

6. SPRINGS, COIL, HELICAL and VOLUTE. 

Forms of Tender may be obtained from the Director-General, 
India Store Department, Branch No. 10, Belvedere Road, Lambeth, 
S.E. 1, and Tenders are to be delivered at that Office not later than 
TWO o'clock p.m. on Friday, the 12th ey ( 1923. 


Director-General. 
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JOHN DICKINSON & CO. 


65, Old Bailey, London, E. C. 4. 





Makers of “LION BRAND” 


PAPERS ENVELOPES 
STATIONERY ACCOUNT BOOKS 
CARDS BOARDS & 


OFFICE SYSTEMS 





APSLEY, NASH, HOME PARK. 


Miils.—CROXLEY, 
Hertfordshire, England. 


Branches.—CALCUTTA, BOMBAY, MADRAS, RANGOON, 
LAHORE, CAPETOWN, JOHANNESBURG, 
DURBAN, EAST LONDON, SYDNEY, MEL- 
BOURNE, WELLINGTON, AUCKLAND. 


AGENTS IN ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD. 








THE 


ROTOPLUNGE 
PUMP. 


POSITIVE ROTARY PLUNGER PUMP—VALVELESS, 














SPECIMEN PRICES. 





per hour. Feet. PRICE. 
60... 2 «Cti«séaNT £215 0 
600._—... 80 .. £1310 O 
3,600 .. 120 .. £49 O 0O 
22,000 .. 200 .. £175 O 0O 
45,000 .. 200 .. £360 0 0 

Subject to Discount. 

AGENTS WANTED IN NEARLY 


ALL COUNTRIES. 


The New Rotoplunge Pump Go. 


LTD., 
24, Broadway, Westminster, London, S.W. 1, ENGLAND. 

















Pe SSO 


OF AUSTRALASIA LIMITED. 


(INCORPORATED JN VICTORIA). 
ESTABLISHED 1858. 


London Office: 7, LOTHBURY,E.C.2 





Authorised Capital - - - £5,000,000 
Capital Paid-up - - - - £2,725,000 
Reserve Fund Account - - £1,603,566 
Reserve Liability of Shareholders £1,263,000 
Total Assets, 31st March, 1922 -  £33,195,076 





The Bank is fully represented by branch establishments 
and agencies throughout Australia, New Zealand and 
Tasmania, and undertakes every description of Banking and 
Exchange business with Australia. 


Bills on all parts of Australasia purchased and collected. 
Drafts and Letters of Credit issued. Mail and Tele- 
graphic Transfers effected at minimum current rates. 


Deposits received for fixed periods at rates ascertainable 
upon application. 


Head Office: MELBOURNE. 
co. Board of a 
AIRD, Esq., 


R. H. Manager, 
Hon. Sir ARTHUR L.. STANLEY, ‘K.C.M.G. J. G. HANCORNE. 


Decempber 21, 1922. 
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CANADIAN. ==28.. PACIFIC, 





PASSAGES booked and FREIGHT forwarded 
To CANADA, UNITED STATES, JAPAN, CHINA AND 
AUSTRALASIA. 
Southampton to New York. 
EMPRESS OF FRANCE (via Cherbourg and St. —, N. ~ ) 6 =. 
EMPRESS OF SCOTLAND (via Cherbourg).. 20 Jan 
Seathanyees to St. John, N. B. 


MELITA ee 27 Jan. MELITA ... 3 Mar. 
MINNEDOSA.. - . 17 Feb. MINNEDOSA .. vee 23 Mar. 
Liverpool to St. John, N. 8. 
eee — Halifax, N.S.) 23 Dec. MARBURN.. oe SCOR. 
META 30 Dec. MONTCLARE .. 12 Jan. 


Glasgow to "St. John, N.B. 
MARLOCH (via L’pool) 20 Dec. METAGAMA (via L’pool) 28 Dee, 
Lendon te St. John, N.B. 


*BOLINGBROKE ... 23 Dec. *DUNBRIDGE .. 6 Jan, 
Avonmouth toe St. John, N.B. 
*MONTEAGLE .. 23Dec. *MOTTISFONT . 6 Jan. 


Swansea to St. John, N.B. 
STEAMER eee eee eee oeemaes 
An twerp 7: “St. ‘John, NL B. 
*BOLINGBROKE ine Dec. *HOLBROOK 
hy to St. John, N.B. 
MELITA ... — on ese eve eee eee eo. 28 Feb. 
Rotterdam te St. John, N.B. 

STEAMER ece eee eee ece eee eee eee eee a 
Havre to St. John, N.B. 
*BOLINGBROKE - 30 Dec, MELITA ‘ 
*Freight only. 

Genoa to St. John, N.B. 
STEAMER ose os eee cry) cee eee eee ewe eed 
Naples to St. om, N.B. 
STEAMER eee coe eee eee — 
Vancouver to Japan and China. 
E. OF AUSTRALIA . 18 Jan. E. OF ASIA oe 22 Feb. 
— a Vancouver ie Gustraiacia. — 
. - a, New ‘Vealnnd. and Australia. . 
NIAGARA . eo. 26 Jan MAKUBA ... coe 23 Feb. 
Merchandise by DomINIoN EXpeuss TO ALL POINTs. 
Avely CANADIAN PACIFIO RAILWAY, 
Lendon: 62-5, yt 103, Leadenhall St., E.O. 8. 
Liverpool : Royal Liver Building, Pierhead. Southampton: Canute 
ag Antwerp : 25, Quai Jordaens. —,, 98, Boulevard Adolphe 
Hamburg: Alsterdamm 24. Rotterdam: Coolsingel 42. Paris: 
7. . Seribe. Christiania: Jernbanetorvet 4. Wareaw: 117, Mars- 
salowska. Prague: h. '-- Haviickovo . Vienna: 6, Karntaerring, 
Local Agents Everywhere. 


-. 17 Jan. 


.. 26 Jan. 























’ 








f° 





DECEMBER 21, 1922. THE BOARD OF 


TRADE JOURNAL. 


C97 


—_— 





— 





oar 








(Crown Copyright Reserved. 
Extracts may be published if the 
source be duly acknowledged. 


Che 


0 of Grade Journal 
AND COMMERCIAL GAZETTE. 








Vou. CLIX. (28,) No. 1360] | DECEMBER 2lsr, 1922. 


——— 


[PRicE SrxPENCcE Net. 





— 


~ — 


CONTENTS. mite 
THE BOARD OF TRADE ... oe ... 698-9 


Safeguarding of Industries Act: Part I. : Arbitrations 
under Section I. (5): Oxalic Acid. 
Part II. : Optical Elements and Optical and other 
Scientific Instruments. 
Coal: Weekly Output. 
Export Credits: Advances, etc., Sanctioned. 
3ritish Claims Against Hungary. 
Examination of Engineers: Ports and Days. 


DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE oe one 699 


Advisory Committee: Resignation. 

Interviews with Commercial Secretary in Argentina. 

Alteration of Standard Voltage of Electrical Supply 
in Wellington. 

Straits Settlements Income Tax. 

Nigerian Railway and Udi Coal Mines. 

Trade of Portuguese India and Timor. 

Uruguayan Government Contracts. 


SPECIAL ARTICLES ... _ ca ... 700-8 


Australia: Population and Capital. 
Brazil: Economie Conditions, 
Empire Cotton Growing Corporation. 


' NOTES ON TRADE... ... ...—«.. ~——-708 


Gas Measurement A} paratus. 
Australian Trade in October. 

Korean Rice Crop. 

United States Business Conditions. 
Consular Invoices, etc., for Paraguay. 


EXHIBITIONS AND FAIRS ™ 709-10 


British Industries Fair, 1923. 

Ontario Retail Hardware Association Annual Con- 
vention and Exhibition. 

Bordeaux Fair. 

Hotel Equipment Exhibitien at Milan Spring Fair. 

Trieste Autumn Fair. 

Madagascar Fair. 

Forthcoming Fairs. 





IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE _... 711-4 
BRITISH EMPIRE... ... wee F112 


Australia: Trade with Hong Kong in 1921. 

Lritish India: Weekly Cable. 

Canada: Foreign Trade in October. 

Federated Malay States: Imports and Exports in 
September. 

Serva Leone: Imports and Exports in 1921. 

South Africa: Business Conditions and Outlook. 


EUROPE eee owe ee eee eee eee oe 712-3 
“‘ermany + Economic Conditions in North Germany. 
Ircland: Results of Fishing Season. 





AFRICA _ _ wi iid ine _ we = 415-4 
French West Africa: Foreign Trade Conditions. 
LATIN AMERICA .. i “a ee 714 





Brazil: Para Rubber Movements, 1921-22. 


COMMERCIAL TREATIES AND 
ARRANGEMENTS si win 2 Jl4-5§ 


Austria—Cuwcho-Sloral:ia: Commercial Convention. 

Hungary—Latvia: Treaty of Commerce and Naviga- 
tion. 

Peru: Denunciation of Treaties, 





(Yolonial Publieations Received. 





SHIPPING ee woe ose ove ows 
Brazil: Free Port Regulations at Rio de Janeiro. 
Jainaica: Harbour Fees and Light Dues Exemption 

Law. 
Peru : Fumigation of Ships. 
South Africa: Algoa Bay Port Works. 


MINERALS AND METALS ose oes 
United Kingdoiv: lron and Steel Output in November. 
France: Iron Ore Mines of Brittany. 

Sweden: Iron and Stee] Trade, January—October. 


TEXTILES... one oni — wn — 
b.A.W.R.A. Wool: Stocks and Disposals, January- 
November. 
Books, ete., Received. 


CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF 
CHANGES ..... one ose ane 


BRITISH EMPIRE ... eo coe _ one owe 
Federated Malay States: Restriction on Exportation 
of Rubber. 
Rubber Export Duties. 
Revised Import Duties on Alcoholic Liquors. 


Straits Settlements: Proposed Restriction on Export 
of Rubber, 
Revised Import Duties on Alcoholic Liquors. 


Uganda: Importation of Cotton Seed, ete., Pro- 
hibited. 


FOREIGN _... sa one 
Belgium: Import and Export of Plants. 
Denmark > Importation of Dogs. 


Gerinany: Payment of Customs Duties. 
Import Free List Amended. 


(freece: Import Prohibitions Withdrawn. 
Modification of ‘‘ Coefticients of Increase.” 

Guatemala: Exportation of Cattle. 

dtuly: Payment of Customs Duties. 

Madayascar : Modification of Import Duties. 

Mexico: Movditieation of Import Duties. 

Norway: Importation of Aleoholic Beverages. 

Russia: Export of Grain Products, Cereals, Vege- 
tables, etc. 

Syria and LIvbanon: Importation of Cotton Seed. 


Recent Official Publications. 


PAGE 
715 


716 


716 


418-9 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE __ ... 719-23 


GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING 
TRADE nn owe van wi owe 
GENERAL SECTION 
Standard Railway Rates, Fares, ete. 
Patents and Designs Acts, 1907 and 1919: Licences 
of Right. 


COMMERCIAL RETURNS ... ow _ 


Corn Prices. 
Fishery Statistics for November, 1922. 


ADVERTISEMENTS 


724 
724 


724 


i—vi 








698 





The Board of Trade. 


SAFEGUARDING OF INDUSTRIES ACT. 


PART I.: ARBITRATIONS UNDER SECTION 
I. (5): OXALIC ACID. 


Judgment has been given by the Referee in the matter 
of a complaint under the above Sub-Section that Oxalic 
Acid has been improperly included in the lists of articles 
chargeable with duty under Part I of the Act. The 
Referee has awarded that the complaint fails, and the 
lists therefore remain unaltered. 


PART TI.: OPTIOAL ELEMENTS AND 
OPTICAL AND OTHER SCIENTIFIC 
INSTRUMENTS. 


The Report of the Committee appointed under the 
Chairmanship of Sir R. Henry Rew, K.C.B., to enquire 
into the complaint under Section 2 (1) (b) of the Safe- 
guarding of Industries Act respecting Optical Elements 
and Optical and other Scientific Instruments manufac- 
tured in Germany, is not to the effect that the conditions 
laid down in Section 2 (1) of the Act are fulfilled, except 
in regard to (a) metal spectacle frames and eyeglass 
mountings ; and (b) mathematical drawing instruments. 

The Board of Trade, after considering the Report, 
have decided to make no order under Part II. of the 
Act arising out of the complaint in question. 

The Report has been presented to Parliament and 
published. 














COAL. 
WEEKLY OUTPUT. 


Stitt ANOTHER INCREASE. 

We give below a statement of the coal output at 
the mines of Great Britain for the four weeks ended 
9th December. For the week ended at that date 
the output was 5,592,000 tons, as compared with 
5,573,300 tons in the previous week, and 4,855,100 
tons in the corresponding week last year :— 






































Districts. 18th Nov. | 25th Nov. | 2nd Dec. | 9th Dec. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. | Tons. 
Northumberland 290,200 | 271,200 292,300 275,800 
Durham 757,900 | 760,700 789,900 766,300 
Yorkshire ---| 903,300 | 938,700} 950,000 | 967,300 
Lancashire, Cheshire, 
and North Wales...) 448,300 | 454,900 457,600 463,700 
Derby, Nottingham | 
and Leicester ...| 674,800 | 692,300 | 701,900 704,800 
Stafford, Shropshire, | 
Warwick, Worcester} 389,000 | 400,300 400,500 404,500 
South Walesand Mon- | 
mouthshire... ...| 1,055,300 | 1,077,000 | 1,109,700 | 1,118,000 
Other English Districts} 102,200 , 107,200 108,100 | 112,300 
Scotland ; 755,000 | 769,500 763,300 | 779,300 
Total .| 5,376,000 | 5,471,800 | 5,573,300 | 5,592,000 














EXPORT CREDITS. 
ADVANCES, ETC., SANCTIONED. 


The following statement has been issued of Advances, 
General Credits, and Guarantees sanctioned and taken 
under the Overseas Trade (Credits and Insurance) Act, 
1920 :— 





Applications for Advances Sanctioned. £ s. al. 
Ist April, 1922, to 2nd October, 1922, 
£37,500. 
Total commencement to 2nd October, 
1922 3,120,710 15 6 


Applications for General Credits Sanctioned. 
Ist April, 1922, to 2nd October, 1922, 
£3,571,138 17s. 6d. - eo 
Total commencement to 2nd October, 
1922 ... _— iit ™ 
Applications for Specific Credits Sanctioned. 
Ist April, 1922, to 2nd October, 1922, 
£6,096,244 Is. 7d. ... = Bee 
Total commencement to 2nd October, 
1922 ... 


5,356,988 17 6 


12,885,023 11 7 
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Applications for Guarantees Sanctioned under Part II. 


£ . 
Brought forward iin 21,360,723 4 7 
Ist April, 1922, to 2nd October, 1922 Nil. 
Total commencement to 2nd October, 
ie2 ... 8,400 0O 0 





Total of Advances, General and 
Specific Credits, and Guarantees 


Sanctioned to 2nd October, 1922 21,369,123 4 7 





Advances Taken. 
Ist April, 1922, to 2nd October, 1922, 
£199,797 17s. 2d. 
Total commencement to 2nd October, 
1922 rm _ sin a 
For Austria, Finland, Bulgaria, Bal- 
tic Provinces, Poland, Jugo-Slavia, 
Roumania, Czecho-Slovakia. 
General Credits Taken. 

Ist April, 1922, to 2nd October, 1922. 
£317,198 10s. 6d. 

Total commencement to 2nd October. 
J a ‘ _ ate in 

For Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand, South Africa, British East 
Africa, Hong Kong, British West 
Indies, British Guiana, Cyprus, 
Egypt, France, French Colonies, 
Belgium, Holland, Dutch Colonies, 
Italy, Spain, Spanish Colonies, 
Portugal, Greece, Bulgaria, Jugo- 
Slavia, Czecho-Slovakia, Austria, 
Hungary, Germany, Poland, Den- 
mark, Iceland, Sweden, Esthonia, 
Latvia, Finland, Mexico, Argen- 
tina, Brazil, Chile, Peru, Ecuador, 
Venezuela, Columbia, Smyrna, Lib- 
eria, Morocco, Rhodesia, Albania, 
United States of America, Malta, 
Abyssinia, Turkey, French India, 
Japan, Dominican Republic, Brit- 
ish West Africa, Salonica, British 
Columbia, Portuguese Colonies. 
Specific Credits Taken. 

Ist April, 1922, to October, 1922, 
£639,821 Is. 2d. 

Total commencement to 2nd October, 
1922 ... 


1,742,142 3 6 


417,374 12 6 


1,226,173 9 1 
3,989,090 5 | 
For Canada, New Zealand, South 
Africa, British East Africa, Zanzi- 
bar, Australia, Hong Kong, Shang- 
hai, British West Indies, Cyprus, 
Mauritius, Egypt, France, Belgium, 
Holland, Dutch Colonies, Italy, 
Spain, Spanish Colonies, Portugal, 
Portuguese Colonies, Greece, Rou- 
mania, Bulgaria, Jugo-Slavia, 
Czecho-Slovakia, Austria-Hungary, 
Germany, Danzig, Poland, Den- 
mark, Iceland, Norway, Sweden, 
Esthonia, Latvia, Finland, Repub- 
lic of Georgia, Mexico, Cuha, 
Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Peru, 
Ecuador, Venezuela, Smyrna, Siam, 
Liberia, Syria, United States of 
America and Colonies, Turkey. 
Guarantees taken under Part II. 
Ist April, 1922—2nd October, 1922... 
Total commencement to 2nd October, 
1922 ... 





Nil. 


4,557 0 O 








Total of Advances, General Credits, 
and Guarantees taken . €3,390,247 5 1 


eed 





BRITISH CLAIMS AGAINST HUNGARY. 


The Administrator of Hungarian property has, under 
the powers conferred upon him by Article 1 (XIV.) of 
the Treaty of Peace (Hungary) Orders, 1921-1922, and 
with the approval of the President of the Board of 
Trade, prescribed the thirty-first day of March, 1923, 





' as the final date by which proofs by British nationals of 


debts due to them by Hungarian nationals, or of 
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pecuniary obligations of the Hungarian Government 
under Article 231 of the Treaty of Trianon, and other 
claims by British nationals against the Hungarian 
Government, must be made in order to rank for pay- 
ment of the first dividend to be declared by him out 
of the Hungarian assets within His Majesty's Dominions 
or Protectorates which are subject to the charge created 
by Article 1 (IX.) of those orders. 

British nationals who have claims against Hungarian 
nationals or the Hungarian Government under Part X. 
(Economic Clauses) of the Treaty of Trianon, with the 
payment of which the Hungarian assets above referred 
to are charged, and who have not yet lodged their claims 
upon the prescribed forms with the Department for the 
Administration of Hungarian Property, Cornwall House, 
Stamford Street, London, S.E. 1, should do so immed- 
iately, as any such claims lodged after the thirty-first 
day of March, 1923, will only be permitted to rank 
against any surplus of the above-mentioned Hungarian 
assets which may remain over after payment of the said 
first dividend. 

Thefprescribed forms of proof of claim may be ob- 
tained on application to the Administrator of Hungarian 
Property at Cornwall House, Stamford Street, London, 


S.E. 1. 





EXAMINATION OF ENGINEERS: PORTS 
AND DAYS. 


The Board of Trade have decided, with a view to 
economy and efficiency in the conduct of the examina- 
tions of engineers, to hold them at a smaller number of 
ports than hitherto. 

On and after Ist February, 1923, examinations will 
no longer be held at Greenock, West Hartlepool, Bristol 
and Londonderry, but additional examinations will be 
held at Glasgow. At Cardiff, examinations will be held 
in the fourth and fifth weeks of the month ; at Hull and 
Leith, examinations will be held monthly ; and the 
times of the examinations at Dundee will be altered. 

The ports and times at which examinations will be 
held will be as follows :— 


Aberdeen.—Third Tuesday in each month. 

Belfast.—Fourth Tuesday in each month. 

Cardiff.—Fourth and Fifth Tuesday in the month. 

Dublin.—First Tuesday in each month so long as 
) arranged by the Board of Trade on behalf 

of the Irish Free State Government. 

Dundee.—Fourth Tuesday in each month. 

Glasgow.—Tuesday in each week. 

Huli.—First Tuesday in each month. 

Leith.—Second Tuesday in each month. 

Liverpool.—Tuesday in each week. 

London.—Tuesday in each week. 

North Shields.—Tuesday in each week. 

Southampton.—Second Tuesday in each month. 

Sunderland.—Third Tuesday in each month. 





DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE, 





ADVISORY COMMITTEE: RESIGNATION. 


With reference to the list of members of the Advisory 
Committee to the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development and _ Intelligence), published in the 
Journal’? of 23rd November (page 574), it is now 
announced that Sir John Dewrance, K.B.E., has 
found it necessary, owing to the number and urgency 
of the calls upon his time, to resign from the Committee. 





INTERVIEWS WITH COMMERCIAL SECRE- 
TARY IN ARGENTINA. 


Mr. H. O. Chalkley, Commercial Secretary to H.M. 
Legation at Buenos Aires, will be in attendance at the 
Department of Overseas Trade for a few days from 
18th January, 1923, and will be pleased to interview 
manufacturers and merchants interested in trade with 
Argentina. 
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Applications for interviews should be made as soon 
as possible, and in any case not later than 17th January. 
to the Comptroller-General, Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1, the 
reference T.G. 4380 being quoted in all cases. 





ALTERATION OF STANDARD VOLTAGE OF 
ELECTRICAL SUPPLY IN WELLINGTON. 


In connection with the proposal by the electrical 
supply authorities in Wellington, New Zealand, to raise 
the voltage of the A.C. distributing system from 105 
to 230 as soon as the necessary electrical energy can be 
supplied from the new hydro electric power station at 
Shag Point, Evans Bay, the Office of H.M. Trade Com- 
missioner at Wellington reports that the present position 
is that the proposed alterations have been definitely 
approved by the Wellington City Council, but no decision 
is expected to be arrived at for some six months or so, 
as to whether tenders will be invited for the supply of 
the material required or whether the work will be given 
out to local contractors. 

The scheme is expected to involve an outlay of 
£50,000 to £100,000. 





STRAITS SETTLEMENTS INCOME TAX. 


The “‘ Straits Settlements Government Gazette ”’ of 3rd 
November contains the text of a Bill introduced in the 
Legislative Council, for the imposition of income tax 
in the Straits Settlements as from Ist January, 1923. 
The Bill was read a first time on 23rd October. Therates 
proposed are considerably lower than those fixed by the 
1922 Ordinance. The ‘“ Gazette’? may be inspected by 
United Kingdom firms interested at the Department 
of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 





NIGERIAN RAILWAY AND UDI COAL 
MINES. 


A copy of the Administrative Report of the Nigerian 
Railway and Udi Coal Mines for the year ending 3lst 
March, 1922, has lately been received by the Department 
from the General Manager. Among other items of 
interest the Report contains a map showing longitudinal 
section of the line, reports of the Traffic Manager, Chief 
Engineer and other officials ; details of goods traffic in 
commodities, tons and value ; comparative results of 
the working of passenger traffic, and photographs of 
harbour works, ete. 

The Report may be inspected by British firms inter- 
ested on application to the Department of Overseas 
Trade (Shipping and Transport Section), 73, Basinghall 
Street, London, E.C. 2. 





TRADE OF PORTUGUESE INDIA AND 
TIMOR. 

The Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation at Lisbon 
states that, according to figures recently published, 
imports into Portuguese India in 1921 were valued at 
5,273,000 escudos and exports from there at 1,402,000 
escudos, while imports into Timor last year were valued 
at 458,000 escudos and exports from Timor at 360,000 
escudos. 





URUGUAYAN GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS’ 


H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Montevideo has forwarded 
a translation of a Decree dated 24th October last, and 
published in the “ Official Gazette ” of Ist November, 
modifying the existing regulations relative to tenders 
for Government contracts or supplies. 

The translation referred to may be consulted by United 
Kingdom firms interested on application to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W. 1. (quoting reference 3692F.L.). 
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Special Articles. 





AUSTRALIA. 





POPULATION AND CAPITAL. 


* Australia,” writes Mr. 8. W. B. McGregor, H.M. 
Senior Trade Commissioner in the Commonwealth, 
‘has reached a stage at which little further progress 
can be made, or any considerable loans legitimately 
raised for developmental purposes, without a corre- 
sponding increase of population. To those who know 
Australia, and the average Briton’s hunger for the 
land, combined with his disinclination actually to 
settle and work on it, the problem of immigration and 
land settlement is full of difficulties, capable of solution 
only if dealt with on the wisest and broadest lines 
coupled with due consideration for the secondary 
industries. A most satisfactory and inspiring feature 
of the interest taken in immigration is the evident 
desire on all hands to develop the resources of the 
British Empire, than which there could be no more 
worthy or profitable undertaking.” The Census of 
1921 showed 2,762,758 males and 2,674,036 females, a 
total population of the vast Australian Continent of 
5,436,794. Ten years before the population was 4,654,299. 
Forty-three per cent. of the people live in the capital 
cities. 

The public finances of Australia are in a sound con- 
dition, although, having regard to high taxation, they 
are based to some extent on a continuance of good 
seasons. There is an insistent public clamour for 
Government economy in expenditure, but it is not easy 
to point out where any great savings can be effected. 
On the other hand, a young and growing country must 
have money for development, and there would appear 
to be no objection to fresh borrowings, provided capital 
and labour will pull together to enable the money to be 
spent efficiently on really reproductive works. The 
question of immigration, which is receiving the earnest 
attention of the Government, arises: directly out of 
these financial considerations. 


THE WAGES PROBLEM. 


The outlookin Australia is not altogether reassuring. 
One of the great problems, that of an adjustment of 
wages to enable industries, as a whole, to be carried on, 
has not yet been solved. The outstanding example 
has been the closing of the Newcastle Steel Works, 
upon which nearly £7,000,000 has been spent, owing to 
high cost of wages and coal. Australia to-day presents 
the anomaly of a great food producing country offering 
illimitable work of all kinds for developmental purposes, 
and, at the same time, many thousands of men out of 
employment who might be usefully at work but for 
the difficulty as to wages. It is presumed that the 
impasse will adjust itself eventually but, in the meantime. 
both employers and employees are suffering considerable 
losses and there is no encouragement for Australian 
or British interests to proceed with the industrial 
development of the country. There is no doubt but that 
the generous distribution of money in war gratuities, 
repatriation, war service homes and war _ pensions 
(amounting to 30th June, 1922, to £117,500,000), during 
the past few years has to an extent obscured the true 
economic position and rendered the payment of high 
wages an easy matter. This distribution of money is 
approaching or has reached an end, but the freedom 
with which money has'been circulating during the last 
few years, also partly caused by the high prices realised 
for exported produce, necessarily makes it difficult for 
the workers and people generally to come down to the 
stern realities of normal production and distribution, 
particularly whilst the cost of living is still comparatively 
high. There has fortunately been a run of good seasons 
for the primary producers, but in the sequence of events 
in a farming country a bad season or drought is bound 
to occur before long. Whilst there is better provision 
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to-day than ever before against the disastrous effects 
of bad seasons and drought, yet should such occur the 
financial effects on the primary producers, subject as 
they are to comparatively heavy taxation, might be 
very serious indeed. 


PrRosPeEcts OF BritTISH TRADE. 


The fact published in an issue of the ‘‘ Board of Trade 
Journal” last year that Australia had become the 
United Kingdom's second best customer came as a 
surprise to many, due probably to the smoothness and 
absence of difficulty with which the bulk trade with 
Australia is carried on. Australia offers many advan- 
tages to the British trader—a generous British Pre- 
ferential Tariff, a strong sentiment in favour of British 
goods and trading methods, a strong progressive bank- 
ing system, freedom from anxiety as regards credits, 
no exchange problems such as exist in India and certain 
foreign countries, and, not least, a market which must 
expand with a greater or less degree of rapidity de- 
pending on the success of the immigration schemes in 
operation or to be introduced. The question of United 
Kingdom Tariff Reciprocity for Australian produce 
such as meats, dried fruits, etc., is in many men’s minds 
to-day, and may have some bearing on immigration 
and land settlement. 





The United Kingdom’s present share in a valuable 
market like the Australian will not be retained without 
severe competition from the United States and possibly 
other countries. The Queensland Loans recently raised 
in New York and standing at a considerable premium 
to-day, together with the known offers of United States 
financiers of loans to the other States, are an indication 
of what may be expected apart from competition in 
prices of goods and sales organisation. 

In the cotton textile trade the United Kingdom’s 
position is supreme and apparently unassailable. The 
trade is thoroughly well organised and calls for no com- 
ment here. The weakness of the United Kingdom’s 
position is in machinery, engineering and allied material. 
In these cases the United Kingdom has to face competi- 
tion from local manufacturers as well as very severe 
competition from the United States and possibly from 
Germany in the near future. United Kingdom 
machinery and engineering firms, in particular, have 
to face the problem of manufacture or partial manufacture 
in Australia, and it may be said that it is these firms 
who in many eases are lacking in efficient sales organ- 
isation, indicating a lack of grasp of Australian con- 
ditions. The best goods, the best sales methods, the 
best type of visiting representative are not too good for 
the existing valuable Australian market with its vast 
future possibilities. 


CO-OPERATION AMONGST FARMERS. 


The co-operative movement has made progress during 
the past year. There are now twelve co-operative 
distributing companies in Australia handling produce. 
including wheat, it is stated, of a value exceeding 
£25,000,000 annually. Eleven of these companies 
have linked up to form the Australian Producers’ 
Wholesale Co-operative Federation, which in 1920 
opened a London office under the style of the Overseas 
Co-operative Federation. The Federation has a selling 
floor in London, and states that after twelve or fifteen 
months’ operations their turnover had _ reached 
£2,000,000. Arrangements have been made whereby 
the Overseas Co-operative Federation will also act in 
London for co-operative federations in New Zealand 
and South Africa. Buying arrangements are _ being 
made in London for the co-operative purchase of 
machinery, stores, etc. The New South Wales Govern- 
ment has in preparation two Bills for regulating and 
assisting the co-operative movement in that State. 
The establishment of Rural Credit Associations in 
connection with New South Wales co-operative bodies 
is also under consideration, 











) 


he 
as 
be 


de 
he 
nd 
th 
n- 
re- 
sh 
k- 
ts 
in 
ist 
le- 

in 
ed 
ice 
ds 
on 


le 
ut 
ly 
ed 
1m 
ces 
on 
in 


a’s 
he 
m- 
n’s 
al. 
ti- 
re 


ym. 
ve 
ire 
ms 


n- 


n- 
he 
‘or 











DECEMBER 21, 1922. THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 701 





a 


SPECIAL ARTICLES—Continued. 





MINERAL OIt. 


The Commonwealth Government’s offer of a reward 
of; £50,000 for the discovery in Australia of mineral oil 
in payable quantities has stimulated prospecting and 
boring, but oil has not yet been definitely discovered, 
although there are strong indications of one sort and 
another in all the States. Petroleum oil undoubtedly 
exists in Papua, and small quantities have actually 
been obtained. Extensive prospecting operations have 
been carried out by the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, 
Ltd., on behalf of the Commonwealth Government, 
but the results have not been encouraging. Only two 
structures likely to contain oil in commercial quantities 
have been discovered, and a trial bore is now being sunk 
on one of these structures. As regards oil bunkering 
and refining operations, the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, 
Ltd., has established fuel oil bunkering installations 
at Fremantle, Port Melbourne, and Sydney. Each of 
these installations consists of a 10,000 ton store tank, 
together with pipe lines, oil pumps, and other necessary 
accessories. A shipment of about 8,000 tons of fuel 
oil has been delivered at the Fremantle installation, 
and oil shipments for the Port Melbourne and Sydney 
installations are expected at the end of June. 


The Commonwealth Government and the Anglo- 
Persian Oil Company, Ltd., have jointly formed a 
company called ‘“Th> Commonwealth Oil Refineries, 
Ltd.,”” which is now erecting an oil refinery on the 
Kororoit Creek, near Melbourne. This refinery will, 
until Australian oil becomes available, deal with crude 
oil imported from Persia, and will produce therefrom 
petrol, kerosene, fuel oil and other oil products 
which will be marketed in all the Australian States. 
Initially this refinery will deal with about 100,000 tons 
of crude oil annually. It is expected that refining 
operations will commence in January, 1924. 


Oil shale occurs in Queensland, Western Australia, 
and Tasmania, and particularly in New South Wales, 
where there are extensive and valuable deposits, at 
present worked by only one company which, chiefly 
owing to labour troubles, makes but little progress. 
Under the Shale Oil Bounty Act of 1917 a sum of 
£270,000 was provided by the Commonwealth Govern- 
ment for bounty on crude shale oil at various rates. In 
1918-19 a bounty of £26,407 was paid on a production 
of 2,816,718 gallons of crude oil, and in 1919-20, £16,292 
on 1,737,845 gallons. 


PRODUCTION. 


The estimated value of the Commonwealth production 
—agriculture, mining, and industries—for 1920-21 is 
given as 402 millions sterling as compared with 218 
millions in 1913. 


The value of production in 1919-20 was £348,183,000, 
and per head of mean population was in 1913 £44 11s. 3d. 
in 1919-20 £66 7s. 2d. and in 1920-21 £74 6s. 3d. If the 
increase of prices since 1913 is allowed for in accordance 
with the Commonwealth Statistician’s ‘‘ Production 
Index Numbers ” the position is as follows :— 

















Value of Production. 
Year, -_ shoe ol | Per head of mean 
As recorded. | At —— population at 
| mn | 1913 price level. 
£ £ £s. d. 
1915 — 218,103,000 | 218,103,000 4411 3 
1919-20... 348,183,000 173,225,000 33 0 5 
1920-21 402,208,000 201,969,000 37.68 4 





The above figures indicate a decrease of volume of 
output per head of population of 16 per cent. in 1920-21 
as compared with 1913. 


COMMONWEALTH BOARD OF TRADE. 


The Commonwealth Board of Trade, which was 
brought into existence during the war, has been recon- 
structed and its functions enlarged and more clearly 
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defined, whilst the Bureau of Commerce and Industry 
has been incorporated with it. As reconstructed, the 
Board will be an exceedingly important organisation 
and its functions are as follows :— : 


(1) To investigate and report upon all matters referred 
to it by the Federal Government. 

(2) Generally to consider and advise the Government 
upon matters affecting the trade, commerce, and in- 
dustry of the Commonwealth. 

(3) To act as clearing house for commercial intelligence 
to manufacturers, merchants, and exporters, supplying 
to the commercial community continuous information 
with regard to specific openings for Australian trade in 
overseas markets ; to collect this information through 
various agencies in London, America and elsewhere. 

(4) To consider and a:lvise regarding the appointment 
of Trade Commissioners and to define and contro! their 
operations. 

(5) To prepare the way for the investment of British 
capital in Australian industry, and point the way to 
British manufacturers as to the possibility and advisa- 
bility of establishing themselves in Australia. 

(6) To consider and advise on the problems of pro- 
duction and marketing. 

(7) To advise as to the desirability of and participation 
in exhibitions and industrial fairs, and to organise and 
control Australian representation thereat. 

(8) To act as a Key Industries Committee for the 
purpose of investigating and making recommendations 
concerning those necessary basic industries which, from a 
national point of view, should be established and en- 
couraged in Australia. 

(9) To provide necessary facilities in the capitai cities 
of the States, whereby the commercial community can 
bring before the Board any important matters affecting 
trade, commerce, and industry. 


The Prime Minister, in announcing on 15th August 
the reconstruction of the Board, stated that the under- 
lving idea was to eall into consultation with the Govern- 
ment representative business men, whose services wouid 
be gratuitously rendered, for the consideration of in- 
dustrial and commercial questions that might arise 
from time to time, many of which had other aspects 
than those mainly connected with Government policy. 
The Board comprises, besides three Ministers of the 
Crown, certain Government officials and several pro- 
minent business men, to whose number it was proposed 
to add as occasion arose. 


TARIFF BOARD. 


The Government has appointed a Tariff Board con- 
sisting of a representative of the Customs Department 
and two business men representing respectively im- 
porters’ and Australian manufacturers’ interests. The 
functions of the Board are to watch the operations of 
the tariff, to enquire into all requests for new duties or 
for the increase or reduction of existing duties, to in- 
vestigate any complaints in which it is alleged that 
manufacture's are taking undue advantage of the pro- 
tection afforded by the tariff and to -nquire into questions 
involving the application of the dumping duties of the 
Industries Preservation Act. In addition, the investiga- 
tion of various other matters comes within the scope 
of the Board’s functions as, for example, the granting 
or withdrawal of bounties, the examination of proposals 
for reciprocal tariff agreements with British Dominions 
or foreign countries, the consideration of disputes 
arising out of the interpretation of the tanff. The 
Board makes its reports to the Minister for Trade and 
Customs, who may, if he thinks fit, take any action 
according to law in respect of any of the matters dealt 
with in the Board’s report. 


Import TRADE. 


Mr. McGregor, in his Report, deals with import trade 
on general lines, and then presents a detailed analysis 
of particular imports of interest to British manufacturers 
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and exporters, together with notes on Australian manu- 
factures as regards their actual or potential effect on 
imports. Details of origin of imports for 1921-22 are 
not yet available. 

The total imports for 1920-21 compared with 1913 
and divided according to principal countries of origin 
were as follows :— 


————————— 7 on 7 — 


laine try. 1913. 1920-21. 

















£ Per cent. x Per cent. 
United Kingdom 41,327,702 51°82 76,849,934 46°9 
United States ..... 10,998,653 13°68 36,113,477 22-0) 
Japan ... ie 950,300 1°19 5,230,039 2+] 
Other countries 260,862,998 33°31 45,608,376 25 °U 
Total aoe 79,749,653 10900 163,861,826 100°0 


The Customs duty collected on the imports for 
1920-21 amounted to £22,515,812. 

During the nine months ended 3lst March, 1922, the 
latest date for which figures are available, the total 
imports were :— 


£ Per cent, 








United King tom 35,914,045 49°27 
United States sl — 13,241.336 18°63 
Japan aed _ a ie 2,686,211 3°78 
Other countries... ok — 20,134,229 28°32 

Total wale “ie 71,075,821 100-00 


The value of competitive imports, i.e., imports ex- 
cluding those of a kind not manufactured or produced 


in the United Kingdom, for 1920-21 were :— 

L | Per cent. 
United Kingdom ... ... «| 76,620,169 | 60°80 
United States ~— see _ 25,375,452 | 20°13 
Japan _ ee a 4° 896°818 3°88 
Other col intric s - an pee 19,152,113 | 15°19 





126,544,552 


The values of competitive imports for 1913 and 
1919-21, arranged as percentages, were :— 


United 























oo Unite! ', ee : Other 
ears. §Kinedom.! States. vepan, | ermany- | Countries. 
Per cent. | Percent. Per cent. | Per cent. Per cent, 

1913... 63°2 11°8 _— 11°4 13°6 

1919-2 54°3 25°0 54 ~-- 15°3 

1920-21 60°8 20°] 3°99 —- 15°2 


wars gratifying recovery of United Kingdom trade 
show n in the above table illustrates the effort made by 
British manufacturers to recover lost ground, the effect 
of the British Preferential Tariff and also Australia’s 
preference for British goods. The importance of 
Australian trade to the United Kingdom is illustrated 
by the values of imports from the United Kingdom per 
head of population, according to Australian statistics, 
which were as follows :—1913, £8 12s.; 1920-21, 
£14 4s. 6d.; and 1921-22, £9 13s. (approximate). 

Import trade in 1921-22 was dull on the whole owing 
to depression in certain local industries resulting in 
much unemployment, and the still further inevitable 
reduction in prices necessitating great caution in buying. 
The prospects for 192]-22 are not bright and in any 
case dependent on a good season for the primary pro- 
ducers. The fall in export values will make itself 
seriously felt in the coming year. There is no need for 
pessimism, however. Australia has an extraordinary 
capacity for overcoming difficulties and extricating 
herself from tight corners whether in war, finance, pro- 
duction or commerce. 


AUSTRALIAN MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES. 


This question, in the view of Mr. McGregor, requires 
consideration from the broadest point of view. If, as 
many consider, the increase of population in Ausiralia 
is an urgent matter, then it would appear that the 
principal solution of the problem lies in developing 
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the manufacturing or secondary industries. The Aus- 
tralian inherits the Anglo-Saxon preference for manu- 
facture, commerce and living in cities rather than 
engaging in primary production on the land. The 
number of persons living on the land and engaged in 
primary production in Australia to-day is about 500,000 
to 600,000. These people produce the foodstuffs con- 
sumed in Australia as well as wool, wheat, meat, etc., 
for export. Any increase of the population by millions 
would therefore appear to depend on the development of 
manufacturing industries accompanied by scientific 
land settlement. However that may be, the policy 
of the Government, as expressed in its highly protective 
tariff, is designed to develop manufacturing industries, 
even to some extent at the expense of the primary 
producers and the increased cost of commodities to 
the general public. The further development of both 
primary and secondary industries is bound up with that 
of immigration. As there are, normally, practically no 
unemployed nor idle people in Australia, no further 
appreciable industrial development can take place 
without a corresponding increase in population. 

The value of output of manufacturing industries was 
as follows 


£ 
ee Fl 
ie, ee 
1920-21....... (adanenieansaneens recesses 024,000,019 


The number of employees in 1920-21 was 386,639 
compared with 337,101 in 1913. 

If the increase of prices since 1913 is allowed for in 
accordance with the Commonwealth Statistician’s 
‘* Production fndex Numbers,” the position is as follows: 

















V Value of Output. 
Year. a 
As recorded. At 1913 price | Per employee e at 
level. 1913 price level. 
4 L £ 
1913 .. | 161,560,7 161,560,762 479 
1919-20 ... | 292,536, 608 133,339,000 | 353 
1920-21... | 324,586,519 155,847,000 | 4033 


The figures indicate a reduction of volume of output 
per employee of 26 per cent. in 1919-20 and 16 per cent. 
in 1920- 21, due to shorter hours in some cases, and a 
general slackening of individual effort probably arising 
out of high and easily obtained wages. Most countries 
have probably suffered from diminished volume of 
output of manufacturing industries, but there are few 
in which statistical information on the subject is avail- 
able as in Australia. 


BRANCH FACTORIES IN AUSTRALIA. 


During the year an investigation has been made by 
H.M. Trade Commissioner Service in Australia as to the 
number of British manufacturers who have interests 
of some sort or another in Australian factories. This 
general term is used as the arrangements vary from 
compl ‘te ownership of the factory to some sort of 

yvorking unde rstanding. Many Australian manufactur- 
ing industries have suffered during the past year from 
world conditions of de ‘pression and upheaval, so that 
the unfortunate experiences of certain British firms 
cannot be taken as a criterion of what can be and should 
be accomplished under more normal conditions. It is 
inevitable and in the best interests of the Empire that 
manufacturing industries should steadily develop in 
Australia. British manufacturers concerned must face 
the problems involved, which include a small home 
market, an undeveloped export trade, and, not the 
least, the labour factor. General advice on this subject 
is useless as any manufacturer contemplating manu- 
facture in Australia would necessarily investigate the 
question in considerable detail. 

[Mr. MceGregor’s Report on the Economic and Financial 
Situation of Australia, revised to October, 1922. is to be 
published shortly for the Department of Overseas Trade 
by H.M. Stationery Office,] 
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BRAZIL. 





ECONOMIC CONDITIONS. 


In a recent article (21st September) we dealt with the 


position of Brazil’s currency, and discussed the contrast 
shown between the depreciation in Brazilian paper 
money and the comparative strength of Argentina’s 
monetary system. In dealing, therefore, with the new 
Report on the Financial and Economic Conditions in 
Brazil, prepared by the British Commercial Secretary, 
Mr. EK. Hambloch, we need not revert in detail to the 
subject of currency. Mr. Hambloch points out that the 
extent to which Brazil depends and must depend for 
its development on application of foreign capital in 
the country has not yet been fully realised, and that 
tangible proofs of the Brazilian Government’s readiness 
to guarantee foreign capital employed in Brazil must be 
definitely secured if further capital is to be attracted 
to the country. The United States have come forward 
as a new market for supplying loans to the Brazilian 
Government and the various Brazilian States and 
Municipalities, but ample guarantees have been exacted. 
It is thought that it will be difficult for Brazil to obtain 
from other lenders the same tolerant treatment that has 
invariably been shown to her in London in financial 
matters. 


In raising its recent foreign loans Brazil has hypothe- 
cated Customs dues, stamp taxes, the revenue of the 
Central Railway (for the last dollar loan) and 
“valorisation”’ coffee for the £9,000,000 loan. Large 
sums are being expended monthly on the irrigation 
works in the north-east zone of Brazil, while large credits 
have been opened for various public services such as 
railway expropriation, the proposed military port, etc. 
The Municipality of Rio de Janeiro has incurred 
enormous expenses in connection with the exhibition to 
celebrate the Centenary of Brazilian Independence. 
The regulations in connection with the control of banks 
and insurance companies and the application of the 
regulations regarding the tax on dividends of foreign 
companies operating in Brazil have all combined to 
create a feeling of financial depression and to some extent 
of insecurity. 


BRITISH CAPITAL INVESTMENTS. 


Distinction should be made, in considering the 
question of Brazil’s financial position, between loans 
made to the Federal Government, loans made to the 
various States of the Brazilian Union, loans made to the 
Brazilian Municipalities, capital invested in  public- 
utility companies, railways, etc., and capital invested in 
national industries and enterprises. In the early part of 
1922 the Federal Government issued an official com- 
muniqué to the effect that it was not and could in no 
way be held responsible towards foreign investors for 
loans made to the various States and Municipalities in 
Brazil. It is well, writes Mr. Hambloch, to bear in mind 
that there is no local appeal to the Federal Government 
in cases in which borrowers do not fulfil their obligations 
in such cases. As regards investment of British capital 
in railways, etc., recent years have unfortunately proved 
that it has become increasingly difficult for such capital 
to earn interest for the investor. This is due to a 
variety of facts which it is a little difficult to define, and 
in some cases willingness on the part of the Federal 
Government to ameliorate the situation in favour of 
the British investor is hindered by the fact that any 
action that the Government may desire to take requires 
special authority from Congress. The obtaining of such 
authority is often difficult. In some cases rapidly 
changing conditions—economic and _financial—over 
which neither the foreign company nor the Brazilian 
Government has any control have rendered the obliga- 
tions of such companies under their contracts more and 
more onerous without any corresponding obligation on 
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the part of the Federal Government to the advantage 
of such companies. In such cases lengthy negotiations 
are necessary with the Brazilian Government, and also 
Congressional authority. Such negotiations require 
delicate but firm handling, and much depends on the 
personality and ability of the negotiator. It is thought 
that there has in the past been a tendency on the part 
of British companies in such crises to rely too much on 
local negotiators. While it is undoubtedly true that 
the assistance and support of local advisers are indis- 
pensable, yet the actual negotiations should be handled 
by a British representative “of the company in question 
armed with full powers and enjoying the confidence of 
the London board of directors. The greater the know- 
ledge of local conditions possessed by such a British 
representative, the greater are the chances of his success. 


The development of local industries must, to some 
extent, mean automatic restriction of importation when 
any industr y develops to the extent that it can meet local 
demands. At the same time it is clear that a very large 
number of local industries are firmly established and 
that others will be developed, and as such indusiries 
are for the most part successful, and can always count 
on ample tariff protection, it is clear that the investment 
of British capital therein should always be seriously 
considered, more especially as any British participation 
therein will ensure orders for Great Britain for installa- 
tion and equipment. On general grounds it may also 
be noted that the collaboration of British ca: vital with 
local interests in Brazilian national industrial deve! lop- 
ment naturally builds up a close and invaluable 
connection for Great Britain with influential local 
personalities and tends to strengthen our political and 
economic position in the country. 


CorFEE. 
f represented 
65 per cent. of the total value of Brazilian exports. 


The world’s coffee stocks on 30th June, 1922, were 
estimated as follows :— 


Coffee during the first six months of 1922 


Bags. 
6,989,000 
1,604,000 


Brazilian coffee . * - a. _ * 7. . . * J a * . . . . — 
Coffee from other sources .......... 





8,593,000 


The world’s 
bags. 


The estimates of the crop for the crop-year June, 1922, 
to June, 1928, differ very considerably, ‘but the opinion 
among coffee growers is that it will not exceed approxi- 

mately 5 000,000 bags. The Secretary of Agriculture 
of the State of Sao Paulo estimates the crop to enter the 
Port of Santos at 7,790,000 bags. In any case this is 
a small crop, relatively, and will, no doubt, favourably 
affect the Federal Government’s valorisation scheme. 
It is anticipated that owing to the small yield for this 
crop-year the trees will be less “tired”? next year, and 
that the crop for June, 1923-June, 1924, will vary 
between 12,000,000 and 14,000,000 bags. Stocks of 
Brazilian coffee in August, 1922, were estimated at 
8,800,000 bags. There is little doubt that many trees 
in the principal coffee-producing districts, the centre of 
which is Ribeirzo Preto, in Sao Paulo, are becoming 
exhausted, but ample compensation for this factor will 
no doubt be found in the development of the north-west 
zone of Sao Paulo, which is now actively in progress. 


consumption in 1921 was 19,155,000 


VALORISATION. 


The Government’s scheme for the protection of 
cofiee was initiated on 28th March, 1921, and consists 
in the official intervention of the Federal Government in 
the coffee market, in the sense of buying coffee at firm 
prices to be released for sale as and when the Govern- 
ment think prices are remunerative. The assumption 
is that Brazil’s preponderating position as a coffee 
supplier in the world’s markets places her in a position 
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to control exportation of this product, and the Govern- 
ment’s idea is to prevent the cultivator being at the 
mercy of speculating middlemen. Conde Siciliano (of 
the Cia. Mechanica e Importadora of Sao Paulo) was 
entrusted by the Government with the execution of its 
plans. Coffee sold by planters and bought by the 
Government under this scheme amounted in value to 
1,250,000 contos of reis from April, 1921, to March, 
1922. Of this amount 10,555,765 bags (of 60 kilogs.) 
were exported at a value of 911,189 contos. During 
the similar period of eleven months, one year before, 
exportation was 10,118,190 bags, valued at 617,655 
contos. The average price per sack under this scheme 
was 83-543 milreis as against 62-967 milreis and 55-731 
milreis in equivalent periods preceding the operation 
of the valorisation scheme. 

Exchange fell from 18.°,d. in February, 1920, to a™ 
average of 9.5.d.in March, 1921. Coffee at Santos fell part 
passu from 116-778 to 51-498 milreis. The Government 
therefore argued that it had either to intervene to save 
the coffee situation or to stand by and see the coffee 
planters ruined. To initiate this operation the Govern- 
ment used funds frem the Re-discount Department of 
the Bank of Brazil. In May, 1922, however, the Govern- 
ment issued £7,000,000 bonds at 97 (in interest 75 per 
cent. per annum) in London, and £2,000,000 bonds were 
also offered simultaneously in New York. As a guarantee 
for this loan the Federal Government gave a first 
hypothecation of about 4,535,000 bags of coffec, the 
market value of which, on the basis of prices then 
ruling, was certified by the Brazilian Warrant Company, 
Ltd., to exceed £13,000,000. This amount represented 
the value of the Brazilian Government’s stocks of coffee 
warehoused in Santos, Rio, Victoria, New York and 
London. The results of the Federal Government’s 
intervention in the coffee markets have so far been suc- 
cessful in maintaining good prices for coffee, and the 
preponderating part which the exportation of coffee 
from Brazil plays in the economic life of the country 
would seem to have justified some such intervention. 


FOREIGN COMPETITION. 


United Stales—The United States has been and is 
making a strong bid for Brazil’s custom. The war 
years enabled it to establish a preponderating position 
as regards Brazil’s import trade, but Great Britain has 
been slowly but surely overhauling her American com- 
mercial rivals, and the official statistics for the first 
quarter of the current year show that Great Britain 
once more occupies its original position as the most 
important of Brazil’s suppliers. Although official 
statistics are not available for a later period, there is 
every reason to think that this position is being main- 
tained. Although the United States have been 
successful in securing year by year a renewal of tariff 
preference on various goods enumerated in the section 
of this Report dealing with Legislation, and although 
the position of that nation is a peculiarly favoured one 
inasmuch as it is the largest consumer of Brazil’s prin- 
cipal product, viz., coffee, yet there is no reason to 
suppose that these factors will be able to outweigh the 
solid advantages which Prazil’s importers and merchants 
recognise are offered to them in their dealings with 
Great Britain. In the continued depressed state of 
trade in Brazil, and in face of the difficulties arising for 
importation to Brazil on account of the low rate of 
exchange prevailing, British firms both at home and 
locally have enhanced their already good name, and 
when conditions improve they will undoubtedly reap 
the benefit. 


Germany.---The Germans have been developing their 
trade with this country during the period under review, 
and the low value of the mark has, of course, assisted 
them considerably. Attention is drawn to the large 
purchases which they have made in Brazil in spite of 
exchange being against them. As regards import trade, 
it seems that they are beginning to require payment in 
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sterling or in dollars, and this fact should militate against 
the rapid development of their export trade with this 
country. They are reported to be showing considerable 
interest in metallurgical developments in Brazil. Their 
interest in the Brazilian manufacturing industries has 
always been marked. The Stinnes and Thyssen groups 
are reported to be active. It should be noted that the 
Germans have a good reputation in Brazilian markets, 
and although that reputation is by no means to be com- 
pared with our own, yet it was built up in pre-war days 
by the system of cheapness and long credits. 


Roumania.—Some attention was directed to this 
country by a small exhibition held in Rio de Janeiro at 
the end of 1921, the main exhibits being textiles and a 
few samples of Roumanian agricultural products. A 
scheme was also mooted for the establishment of closer 
trade relations between Brazil and Roumania. It was 
urged that the port of Galatz was very suitable for the 
purposes of an entrepdt trade for Brazil with the “ Little 
Entente”’; that the Roumanian Customs tariff was a 
low one ; that emigration to Brazil could be developed ; 
that Roumania and its adjacent countries could furnish 
wheat, barley, salt, potatoes, nuts, dried fruit, Riga pine, 
petroleum and other products to Brazil; and that 
direct lines of steamers could be established. Nothing 
definite seems to have come of this project. 


Belgium.—The Belgians continue to show great in- 
terest in the Brazilian markets, and customs preference 
was again extended to them on certain articles for the 
year 1922. There is, however, no special development 
to be recorded. 


Japan.—The Japanese do not appear to have made 
any great strides as regards Brazil’s import trade, but 
they are devoting great attention to the question of 
immigration. 


POPULATION. 


The population of the Brazilian States, according to 
the census of 1920, reached a total of 30,635,605, an 
increase since 1900 of nearly 77 per cent. The density 
is 3-61 inhabitants to the square kilometre (approxi- 
mately 9-2 to the square mile). The number of factories 
existing in Brazil was returned as 19,000, employing 
390,000 workpeople ; it is obvious from the small average 
number of workers that many establishments are 
included which would not in Great Britain be regarded 
as factories. Half of the total number as returned come 
in the federal districts of Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo. 


(Mr. Hambloch’s Report on the Economic and Financial 
Conditions in Brazil as on September, 1922, is to be published 
shortly for the Department of Overseas Trade by H.M. 
Stationery Office. | 
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EMPIRE COTTON GROWING 
CORPORATION. 





REVIEW OF THE FIRST YEAR’S WORK. 


A meeting of the Administrative Council was held at 
the offices of the Corporation last week. In the un- 
avoidable absence of the President, Lord Derby, the 
chair was taken by Mr. R. H. Jackson, Chairman of the 
Council. The development of cotton growing in the 
Sudan was discussed, and it was decided that the Cor- 
poration should take a substantial interest in the Deben- 
ture issue of the recently-formed Kassala Cotton Com- 
pany. This pr posal was subseque itly ratified at a 
meeting of the Board of Trustees held later in the day. 

The Executive Committee submitted their Report on 
the work initiated during the year which had elapsed 
since the Corporation had received their Charter. 

With regard to the contribution from spinners to the 
funds of the Corporation, and the legislation necessary 
to make it obligatory on all, the President of the Board 
of Trade authorised the announcement that the Bill 
would have his active and complete support in Parlia- 
ment, and that whether it was introduced as a Private 
Member’s Bill or not, Government facilities would be 
given so as to secure its passage into law early next 
Session. 

Mr. R. Waddington and Mr. James Bell, who had been 
members of Council while they were Members of Parlia- 
ment, were co-opted to the Council in view of their 
interest in the work of the Corporation, although they 
were no longer in Parliament, and it was decided to 
approach the Lancashire group in the House of Commons 
with a request that they would nominate two of their 
number for co-option to the Council. 


,EPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 


The Executive Committee, when considering the nature 
of the Report to be presented to the Administrative Council 
at the December Meeting, decided that it would be a 
favourable opportunity to submit a general review of the 
work that has been initiated or carried out by the Corpora- 
tion during the first year of their existence. 

The Corporation received their Charter on Ist November, 
1921. The general lines along which their activities could 
with advantage be immediately directed had already 
received careful consideration from the Empire Cotton 
Growing Committee of the Board of Trade. The Corpora- 
tion were, therefore, able to undertake certain branches of 
work without delay, but these have necessarily been 
restricted by the fact that their funds have so far been 
derived solely from the interest from the capital grant 
made to them by the Government. It had been hoped 
that the matter of the contribution by all spinners to the 
funds of the Corporation would have been regularised by 
legislation early in the past year, but for reasons which are 
explained below this proved impossible. Meanwhile, it is 
true that the majority of spinners have paid the levy during 
the past year voluntarily, although in many cases it has 
been a condition of payment that steps should be taken to 
make the levy obligatory on ail spinning firms alike by 
means of legisiation. 

In the body of the report a description is given of the 
causes that have led to the delay in obtaining this legisla- 
tion, and the steps that are being taken at the present time 
to secure an early passage of the necessary Bill. 

It is desirable here, however, to emphasise the fact that 
while it has been possible to make a beginning with the 
funds already available, any comprehensive scheme for the 
increase of the supplies of raw cotton for Lancashire mills 
must await the establishment of the Corporation of a firm 
financial basis by the passage of the necessary legislation to 
make the contributions from spinners universal and secured 
over a fixed term of years. 

IINANCE., 

(i) Government Grant.—-Members are aware that, upon 
the granting of the Charter, the Government paid over to 
the Corporation a sum of £978,715, less a sum previously 
advanced by the Government in order to meet current 
expenditure. Capital expenditure of approximately £600 
Was incurred in connection with the furnishing and equip- 
ment of the Corporation’s offices, and the remainder of 
the grant was invested in trustee securities approved by 
the Board of Trustees, the interest derived from which 





constitutes at present the income of the Corporation. The 
advances made from capital referred to above have been 
repaid from income and invested. The net income of the 
Corporation during the period under review, derived from 
the investments made in March, 1922, and interest on 
deposits, was £26,053, and this has provided the funds by 
means of which the work so far undertaken by the Cor- 
poration has been carried on. 

(ii) Levy.—Members will recollect that the assent of the 
owners of over 90 per cent. of the spindles in the country 
was obtained to the principle of a levy of 6d. per bale of 
500 Ib. on all raw cotton forwarded to spinners, but that 
legal reasons prevented the Liverpool and Manchester 
Cotton Associations from adopting, as had been hoped, a 
new by-law instructing their members to add this charge 
to all invoices. The Corporation felt that it would be 
unfair to allow the levy to become a voluntary matter 
instead of being obligatory on all, and, moreover, it would 
be impracticable for the Corporation to draw up any scheme 
of policy if it were dependent for its income on voluntary 
contributions which might fluctuate considerably ; its 
work can only be carried on with hope of success if its 
income is assured and known approximately. The spin- 
ners were accordingly invited to say if they would be willing 
to support legislation to make the contributions obligatory, 
and replies in favour of such a course were received from 
the owners of 79 per cent. of the spindles. In view of this 
remarkable measure of support the necessary steps were 
taken and a Bill was introduced in the last Parliament by 
Colonel G. B. Hurst, M.P. (Manchester, Moss Side). The 
Bill was backed by numerous Lancashire members repre- 
sentative of all parties. After the Bill had passed its 
second reading on 18th July the Government announced 
that the whole of the remainder of the session was required 
for Government business, and further progress was impos- 
sible. The dissolution of Parliament has made it necessary 
for the Bill to be introduced afresh, and negotiations are 
now in progress with the Board of Trade to ensure its 
passage as rapidly as possible. The Corporation have been 
definitely assured that the Government will give the meas- 
ure their active support and all necessary facilities. 

As members are aware, the levy has been collected 
voluntarily from spinners who agreed to the charge, since 
Ist September, 1921, and the thanks of the Corporation are 
due to the Liverpool and Manchester Cotton Associations 
for generously making no charge to the Corporation for 
the expenses of collection. 

From Ist September, 1921, down to the end of August of 
the present year, the sum thus collected with the 
accumulated interest was £47,445, which amounts to 
approximately 67 per cent. of the sum that would have been 
forthcoming had the levy been universal. Since the 
beginning of September, 1922, a further sum of £8,164 has 
been collected. Pending the regularisation of the levy by 
means of the proposed Bill, the Corporation have not felt 
justified in expending the sums collected on a voluntary 
basis, seeing that many of the spinners made their con- 
tributions conditional upon the necessary steps being taken 
to render the levy universal. The money collected has 
accordingly been invested in Treasury bonds, of which 
£55,000 worth have been purchased, while the small 
balance remains temporarily on deposit at the bank. 

It will be of interest to summarise shortly the activities 
of the Corporation in different parts of the world during the 
first year of their existence, and the nature of the work 
initiated. 

SUDAN. 


The Corporation regard the Sudan as one of the most 
promising countries for development in connection with 
cotton cultivation. On this account they learnt with 
concern that the Blue Nile [Irrigation Works, upon which the 
watering of the Gezira plain depends, had been practically 
suspended owing to financial and other difficulties. They 
therefore took steps to approach the Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs in June last by means of a powerful 
deputation representative of all sections of the cotton 
industry. The deputation urged upon Lord Balfour the 
importance, in the interests of the cotton industry, of 
proceeding as soon as possible with the construction of 
the Gezira dam. Lord Balfour was able to assure the 
deputation that the difficulties had been happily overcome, 
and that the work would be resumed this autumn. A 
contract has recently been signed between the Sudan 
Government and Messrs. 5. Pearson and Sons, which pro- 
vides for the execution of the project. 

Another development in the Sudan has to be chronicled, 
viz., the development of the Kassala district. In this 
province long-staple cotton has been grown for some time, 
but its quantity has been limited owing to transport 
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difficulties. The Sudan Government now propose to con- 
struct a railway from Thamian on the Port Sudan-Atbara 
line to Kassala, thus providing an outlet for the cotton 
that is, or can be, grown in the province. A great increase 
in the exportable cotton from the Sudan is anticipated 
from development of this country, and a three-cornered 
— has been established between the Sudan 
Government, the native cultivator, and a Company to be 
called the ~ Soa Cotton Company, in which the Sudan 
Plantations Syndicate will take a substantial interest. 
This most important step has been rendered possible on 
account action of the Trade Facilities Committee, 
which a exhaustive examination recommended 
the Treasury to guarantee the Kassala Railway Company, 
subiect to various conditions, to the extent of £1, 500,000. 

The Executive Committee dwell with the greatest satis- 
hasten on these two decisions, which are of the highest 
importance to users of cotton. They do not exaggerate 
when they state that the action taken by the Corporation 
was of the greatest possible assistance as regards the fulfil- 
ment of both projects. 

Having regard to the important results that may be 
expected from the activities of the Kassala Cotton Com- 
pany, the Corporation is considering the desirability of 
interesting itself in the scheme by taking up a portion 0} 
the Debenture issue. 


of the 
fter most 


TANGANYIKA TERRITORY. 
Before the war cotton was successfully 
Territory, and the report received from the 
Commissioner, Major Horne, sent 
Territory by the Kmpire Cotton Growing Committee of the 
Board of Trade, confirmed the Corporation in their behef 
that great possibilities exist for the production o1 cotton 
from this country in the immediate future. It anpeared 
clear io them that one of the first essentials was ihe pro- 
vision of an adequate seientifie staff to devote themselves 
specially to cotton production, to ensure so far as possible 


eed — S.. 
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the purity of ime seed, and to assist the Government 
Denartment of Avriculture in the instruction of native 


t 4 . ~ ‘ 
cultivators. 7 
to seeure the services for two 


‘he Corporation were fortunate in being able 
vears of ir. R. C. Wood, 
( ‘ormbatore, who nas heen 
Indian (overnment. 
Wood was 
‘st m the 


head of the Acricultural College, 
seconded to the Corporation by the 
After negoti with the Governor, Mr. 
appointed es the vs Cotton Special 
Territory, and he arrived at Dar-es-Salaam on 29th Jub 

last accompanied by Mr. R. M. Nattrass, a former isaliion 

of one of the Corporation’s Studentships, as assistant. 
led to Mpanganya on the Ruffji River, where 
d the chief Government cotton experiment farm 
during the German occupation. So far only brief reports 
have been received from Mr. Wood, who is occupying 
himself mainly with the task of the selection of plants for 
next year’s crop. It 1s hoped that he will be able s shortly 
to inspect Amani, in the north of the country, where the 
German research station was situated, with a view to on 
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‘orporatio} 


rrty 
ihey proceecs 


Ws situare 


ing whether the Corporation could with advantag CO- 
operate with the Colonial Office and the Tanga ay iice 


Government in re-establishing research work there. 


NYASALAND. 

Members of Council will recollect that 
C.i.., Director of Agriculture, Madras, made a sho 
In Nyasaland last year on behalf of the Corporation, the 
(covernment of India having kindly seconded him for the 
Mr. Samp: ‘on has now restoned from the Indian 
Agricuitural Service and taken up an mder 
the Corporation. In view of the high 
Governor of Nvasaland spoke of the value of Mr. Sar 
services last year, and his strong representations 
should return to the Protectorate for a more ex 
period, the Executive Committee have arranged for Mr. 
Sampson to proce ed again to mapa nd for him to 
be accompanied by Mr. H. C. Ducker as he assistant. Mr. 
Ducker, like Mr. Nattrass, was Scsomedin the holder of one 
of the Corporation’s post-graduate Studentships. They 
left England on Ist December. 

Although cotton growing is well established in Nyasa- 
land, much work is needed, more especially in the direction 
of improving the quality and the yield per acre. Working 
in close co-operation with the Agricultural Department, Mr. 
Sampson hopes that by experimental selection of plants 
and examination of their lint characters considerable 
improvement may be effected in Nyasaland cotton. 
Assistance may also be given by advice as to improved 
methods of cultivation and the employment of implements 
better suited to the needs of the country. By these means, 
and by increasing the yield per acre, the cost of production 
should be reduced and an incentive thus provided for in- 
creased exports from Nvaseland. 
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NIGER 
The West Africa Committee of cd Corporation have had 


the advantage of being able to confer personally with Mr, 
Faulkner, Director of Agriculture, while he was on leave 


this summer. 

Mr. Faulkner is of opinion that the exportable s urplus of 
cotton from Nigeria, more especially cotton of the American 
type from the Northern Provinces, is capable of considerable 
increase within comparatively few vears. To effect this, 
however, a larger staff is required than is at present pos- 
sessed by the Agricultural Department, and he has sub- 
mitted proposals to the Corporation for the supply of 
number of agriculturists who should practically 
their whole time to work on cotton. In the first instance 
the work would consist in the development anc extension 
oi the Zaria, cotton belt. 

TI Committee expressed themselves as 


Phe Executive 
unwilling to provide a junior staff for sueh work without 


1 = . 
GeVvote 


that measure of control which would be secured by the 
appointment simultaneously of a senior officer of experience 
comparable to that pc ossessed by the Cotton Specialists 
ale sete sent out by the Corporation to Nyasaland and 
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They considered it essential that this officer 
ojie uic | 


have the right of reporting to the Corporation, of 
Nigerian Government. After confer- 


Director, a scheme 
has been drawn up and l 


submitted for the views of the 
Nigerian Government. This scheme provides for the 


through the 
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Northern Provinces upon seed selection and the supervision 


ot naeaaiion and marketing of cotton. Mr. Faulkner has 
Corporation that if the scheme is adopted the 
Agricultural Department will devote no less of 
than heretofore tO Corton 
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Further steps await the report of the Ni a Government 
On Tiree proposals, 


stion is under consideration for inereasing 
Nigerian co.ton, viz., the formation ot 
“Cotton Colonies” upon the railway line in districts where 
the soil is particularly suited to cotton growing, but the 
popuiation is mpanne. It is suggested that compounds might 
be built and that agricultural families from more densely- 
populated areas could be induced to settle in selected parts, 
which would be chosen in consultation with the Nigerian 
Government and native ehiefs. It would be desirable for 
the Corporation to subsidise these selected families for the 
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the output of 


first year to enable the new settlers to become established, 
but in transmitting the suggestion to the Nigerian Govern- 


ment the Corporation will make it clear that in the event 
scheme meeting wit in the —w of the Government, 

Into practice if it were regarded 

this heme of land settlement 

wouid be self-supporting. The cost of the establishment of 
a few ——— colonies should not be heavy. It is 
believed that a scheme of this kind has not previously been 
nie as a means of increasing the supplies of exportable 
and if the Nigerian Government decide to adopt it 
xperl- 


ot tie 
es = + 
chev would oniy put it 
certain that ultimately 
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with metane financial help from the Corporation the «¢ 


ment will be watehed with interest. 
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VW ith regard to both the above proposais, the Corporation 
are indebted to two of its members, Sir Frederick Luegard 


and Mr. H. their interest and valuable 
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SOUTH AFRICA. 

of coiton and conse- 
Africa to 
the crop. 
suited to 
Transvaal 


a world shortage 
ices have caused farmers in South 
consider the possibilities of the development of 
Promising reports have appeared of areas well 
cotton cultivation. particularly in the Northern 
and in Swaziland. In order that they may 

of first-hand information as to the prospects, and with a 
view to obtaiming advice as the best means whereby 
production may be eg and developed, tiie Corpora- 
tion have appointed Mr. G. F. ——— C.1.EB., to procene 
to Seuth Africa to examine the situation. It is | 
Mr. Keatinge will return to E er in February 
and on receipt of his report the Corporation will he in a 
position to consider what action on their part is desirable. 
Meanwhile, to encourage the production of high quality 
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,cotton and sound cultural methods, the Corporation have 
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agreed to offer next year prizes to the 
competition among cotton growers in the Union. 
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the conditions of the competition is that each competitor’s 
crop shall be judged as a whole, and not from email, 
Average specimens are to be sent to the Corporation for 
valuation. 

West INDIEs. 


(a) Research in St. Vineent.—Research on the geneties 


of Sea-Island cotton has been pigcwgetn in St. Vincent 
since 1920. "The work was first in the hands of Dr. S. C. 


Harland, and funds were provided by the iimseshanienl of 
Scientific and Industrial Research. On Dr. Harland’s 
return to Kneland the Empire Cotton Growing Committee 
of the Board of Trade took over the responsibility for the 
work. The first research worker appointed by them was 
obliged to relinquish the post after a few months only owing 
to ill-health, and the work was carried on until this autumn 
by Mr. Mason, a member of the staff of the linperial 
Commissioner for Agriculture for the West Indies. Upon 
his appointment as Professor of Botany at the West Indian 
Agricultural College, Mr. Mason was unab le to continue 
the research work, and t le Corporation have now appointed 
Mr. L. H. Burd, B.z witab.), to carry on the work in 
St. Vincent. Mr. Bun As al sohied in the West Indies at : oe 
end of October ; he has been appointed for one year on 
probation, and at the end of that time, if reports on . 
work by Sir Francis Watts are satisfactory, he will be offered 
a three-years’ contract. It has been decided to continue 
the grant, which has been made for the last two years, for 
expenses incidental upon this research work. 

(b) The Agricultural College, Trinidad.—The College was 
opened in October last for the purpose of giving a thorough 
training in tropical agriculture to students intending to 
become tropical planters, investigators, or experts in 
different branches of agricultural science or technology. 
Accommodation is also provided for graduates of other 
institutions to conduct research work in connection with 
tropical agricultural problems. The Corporation are of 
opinion that the College will provide an opportunity 
whereby officers selected for service in cotton-growing 
countries may receive that training in general tropical 
agriculture which is so essential to them before taking 
up their duties. It is recognised that cotton growing Is 
one of a series of farming operations, and can only be 
successiully conducted if those responsible have received 
a sound traming in the general prin ciples of agriculture and 
agricultural rotations as conducted in the trop ics, in addi. 
tion to special instruc tion relating to cotton itself. At the 
West Indian Agricultura! C pen ge facilities will be available 
for provi ling such training, and special attention is also 
to be given to eg on the administrative side of 
official agricultural work. On these grounds the Corpora- 
tion have agreed to contribute £500 a vear for two yeas 
to the funds of 1 The Director of the Corporation 
has been co-opted as the Corporation's representative upon 
the Governing | 


he College. 


Body of the ¢ ‘ollege, and men sent out by 
the Corporation for special traming, or to do advanced 
pat-grenue te work, will in received in limited numbers 
without payment of fees, 

AUSTRALIA. 

Coiton growing has attracted tention 
Within the past two years in some of the States of the 
Commonwealth, and particularly in Qucensland. The 
acreage has increased more than ten times in the last three 
vears, and hones are being entertained in Australia that the 
Commonwealth will ultimately become one of the great 
cotton-producing countries of the world. 


FF a 
considerable at 


{t is estimated that between thirty and forty thousand 
acres will be under cotton in the 1922 -23 season, and the 
Government have guaranteed a price of 53d. per Ib. of seed 


(lt. 
cotton for cotton of 1}-in. staple. It would seem that the 
success of cotten growing in Australia on a ange scale 
depends op three factors, («) a sufiicient supply of labour ; 
(6) the maintenance of good quality : (c) the continuance 
of the price of raw cotton at about 12 to 14 pence a pound 
for Middling American. 

The Corporation were approached by the Queensland 
Government with a request for the services of an expert to 
advise them generally in the development of the crop in 
that State. The Executive Committeo decided that this 
was a direction in which the Corporation might assist, 
since in their opinion expert adviee in seientifie agricultural 
practice and in the organisation of the industry is essential 
to establish on a firm basis the production of cotton 
ficiently high quality to make iis cultivation an 
economic proposition in Australia. The Conimittee are 
glad to announce that they have secured the services of 
Mr. G, Evans, C.1.E., who is resigning from the post of 
Director of Agriculture, Bengal, in order to take an 
appointment under the Corporation on an agreement for 


in order 
of a suf 











administrative 


three years. Mr. Evans has recently arrived in England, 
and he will probably leave for Queensland early in January. 
The Commonwealth Government have now asked the 
Corporation if they would send an expert to some of the 
other States where cotton growing is being taken up. It 
is accordingly possible that Mr. Evans may later on be 
able to report on other parts of Australia in which cotton 
growing is considered to offer erate 


INDIA. 


On the formation of the leding Central Cotton Committee 
in — the Empire Cotton Growing Committee of the 
Board of Trade invitetl them to exchange extracts from 
Minutes os it might be mutually interesting, on the under- 
standing that these would be regarded as confidential to 
members of the respective Cormmittees. The suggestion 
has been accepted by the Indian Committee, and the 
Council of the Corporation have given instructions that 
extracts from their Minutes should be forwarded for the 
confidential information of the members of the Indian 
Central Cotton Committee. 

The Indian Central Cotton Committee have invited the 
Corporation to nominate a representative upon that body, 
and Mr. W. Roberts, of the B.C.G.A. (Pui iab), Ltd., has 
been nominated for a period of one vear. The Indian 
Committee has also been invited to notify the Corporation 
of any of its members who may be in angen l, so that they 
may be asked to attend a meeting of Council if there is any 
point relating to cotton growing in India which they would 
like to discuss with the Corporation. It is hoped that the 
close co-operation between the two bodies which should 
be thus secured will prove mutually advantageous. 

As regards the policy of the Corporation towards cotton 
crowing in India, the Executive Committee consider it 
advisable, im view of the political and economic situation 
in India, to postpone any action until the Indian Central 
Cotton Committee have secured their cess, and are thus 
placed in a position to carry out the reconimendations made 
in the Report of the Indian Cotton Committee. When it is 
seen to what extent these will prove adequate the Cor- 
poration will be better able to judge i in what directions they 
can give assistance if desired. 

STUDENTSHIP3S. 

The question of the provision of adequately trained men, 
for the purpose of supplementing the Agricultural Depart- 
ments of cotton-growing parts of the Empire, has engaged 
the careful attention of the Corporation through their 
Research and Training Sub-Committee. They are aware 
that, in addition to work that can only be carried out by 
men possessing high scientifie qualifications, many of the 
duties of the agricultural staff in cotton-growing colonies 
are largely connected with the training and sy pervision 
of native instructors and with the marketing and crading 
of the crop. While an advanced training in science is 
not directly required for such work, the Sub-Committee 
have pointed out that if partially trained men are employed 
their promotion to more responsible work would be difficult 
because they would be lacking in the fundamental principles 
on which is based the expert knowledge which their duties 
in a& senior post w ould etapa For all appomtments 
made with a view to supplying men to deal specially with 
cotton-growing abroad, therefore, the Corporation propose 
to select only thoroughly qualified me whe have received 
a sound scientific traming, including & vlhihe nost-graduate 
work. By this means the Corporation hope in time materi- 
ally to improve the standard of men engaged in promoting 
cotton cultivation in the Dominions and Colonies, and 
this cannot fail to be reflected in the quality and yield 
of the crops produced under their superintendence. 

As a preliminary step towards carrying out this policy 
the Corporation have recognised the necessity of providing 
men with facilities for gaining experience 
doing advanced work after 

order to qualify 
research posts or 
work in cotton-growing parts of the 
Empire. For this purpose the Empire Cotton Growing 
Committee of the Board of ‘Trade offered a small 
number of post-graduate Studentships, and this course 
has been followed and extended by the Corporation. 
Of the four men elected to Studentships in 1921-22, 
one has been offered a post on the Agricultura! Staff 
of the Nigerian Government; a second, Mr. Nattrass, 
Ww ” appointed by the Corporation as assistant to Mr. Wood, 
and proceeded with den to Tanganyika; while a third, 
Mr. Ducker, on completion of his Studentship year, spent 
two months in the laboratories of the British Cotton 
Industry Research Association, and has since been 
appointed as assistant to Mr. Sampson, with whom he is 


pronusing young 
in research methods or for 
their University degrees, im 
themselves adequately for either 


taking 








708 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 





DECEMBER 21, 1922. 








now on his way to Nyasaland. The thanks of the Cor- 
poration are due to the Council of the British Cotton 
Industry Research Association for their courtesy in 
offering to give facilities to any of the Corporation’s Stu- 
dents to work in their laboratories at the Shirley Institute. 
Full advantage will be taken in future of this offer, and 
close co-operation in other ways will be maintained between 
the two bodies. 

This year the Corporation elected six Students. Of these 
four are working at Cambridge, one at the Imperial College 
of Science and Technology, while one has been sent to 
work under Professor Ballou at the West Indian Agri- 
cultural College, Trinidad. ° 


RESEARCH. 


With a view to maintaining close touch in matters 
relating to research between the Corporation and the 
British Cotton Industry Research Association, a small 
‘co-ordinating Committee of the two bodies has been set 
up. This Committee recommends that there should be 
no clear line of demarcation of the fields of research to be 
explored respectively by the two bodies, that a certain 
amount of overlapping is indeed desirable provided that 
there is a free exchange of information as to the work done. 
They express the hope that if the Corporation decide to 
establish a research station abroad the botanical staffs of 
the station and of the Research Association should be 
practically interchangeable, so that the Corporation’s 
workers would be at liberty to carry out at Didsbury, if 
thought desirable, research on problems that had arisen 
abroad, but that could be conducted more easily under 
non-tropical conditions, while members of the staff of 
the Research Association should similarly be able to put 
to the test under field conditions results obtained by them 
in the laboratory at home. 

At the present time the two bodies are dividing equally 
the cost of a grant of £150 that has been made to Professor 
Priestley, of Leeds University, for the continuation of a 
piece of research on the action of light on plant growth. 


JOURNAL. 


The Corporation hope shortly to publish a Quarterly 
Journal containing particulars as to their activities, which 
would serve to keep spinners and others interested fully 
informed as to their work. It might also serve a useful 
purpose by including information concerning cotton-growing 
problems in all parts of the Empire, and thus enabling 
the Corporation to act as a clearing-house of information 
collected from different Dominions and Colonies, and keep- 
ing Directors of Agriculture and others engaged in cotton- 
growing in touch with problems in which they are interested. 
Further, the Journal might contain statistics as to the 
cotton crops in different parts of the world, and their 
qualities and uses. Finally, it is suggested that it might 
give spinners and growers a better knowledge of one 
another’s requirements and difficulties. 

It is hoped that the Journal may contain reports from 
all the cotton experiment stations in the Empire, giving 
particulars of the results obtained from each kind of seed, 
the nature of the soil, and the climatic conditions under 
which it was grown. The Corporation would thus do 
valuable work by collecting and disseminating such infor- 
mation so that the Agricultural Departments in the several 
colonies and dependencies can compare their own results 
with those obtained elsewhere, or in the case of a country 
taking up cotton growing anew, may be able to decide, 
on the basis of experimental results obtained elsewhere, 
which types are most likely to be successful under their 
own particular local conditions. 

Other standing features of the Journal which have been 
suggested are reports each season on the crops of each 
colony or dependency, mentioning any administrative 
difficulties that had been encountered in growing or 
marketing the crop, and the steps that had been taken to 
surmount them. It is hoped that these reports would 
be supplied by the courtesy of the Directors of Agriculture 
or by the Corporation’s own Cotton Specialists. 

The Executive Committee hope that the Corporation 
will consider this report as an adequate record of the year’s 
work. They feel that the assistance rendered to the Sudan 
schemes alone constitutes a most ample justification for the 
existence of the Corporation, and confidently predict for 
it an ever-increasing area of usefulness. They gratefully 
acknowledge the constant help they have received from 
the great Departments of State, with which they are brought 
into frequent contact—the Colonial Office, the Foreign 
Office, and the Board of Trade, and to the Governments 


and Agricuitural Departments of the Dominions and ° 


Dependencies overseas. 





Notes on Trade. 





[While every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy of 
any explanatory articles or notes relating to Acts, Regula- 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the ‘“‘ Journal,” it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authori- 
tative legal interpretations of the text of the documents 
themselves. ] 


——— 


GAS MEASUREMENT APPARATUS. 


In the course of the experimental work at the Fucl 
Research Station it has been necessary to determine 
the specific gravities of the various gases produced. 
Where the gases have been made in bulk the Wright's 
Effusion Bell method has been satisfactorily used ; the 
method cannot, however, be usefully employed for 
gases prepared on the laboratory scale. For this 
reason an apparatus has been devised for specific 
gravity determinations of small samples of gas, the degree 
of accuracy being 0-5 per cent. for values between 0-4 
and 0-6 (air = 1). The apparatus is described and 
figured in a brief report,* recently published by H.M. 
Stationery Office. The report should be of utility in 
gas-works, laboratories and elsewhere. 

[* Department of Scientific and Industrial Research ; Fuel Re- 
search Board, Technical Paper No. 5. An Apparatus for the 


Mea urement of Specific Gravity of Gases in Sinall Quantities. By 
Alfred Blackie, M.A. Price 3d. net. ] 








AUSTRALIAN TRADE IN OCTOBER. 


The Acting Official Secretary in London of the 
Commonwealth of Australia reports that the total values 
of the goods imported to and exported from Australia 
during the month of October were as follow :— 





Imports. Exports. 
£11.020,021 Australian Produce... £10,133,798 
Other produce _ 291,204 
Total ..»  £10,425,002 





KOREAN RICE CROP. 


H.M. Consul-General at Seoul states that a second 
official estimate of the Korean rice crop for the current 
year anticipates the total yield at 75,499,445 bushels, 
or very little below the original estimate. 





UNITED STATES BUSINESS CONDITIONS. 


The Representative in London of the Irving National 
Bank, New York, has received a cablegram which states 
that retail trade in New York is brisk. November 
Bank clearings in New York City totalled 17,332 
million dols. and Bank clearings in American cities, 
excluding New York, totalled 14,388 million dols. 
November fire insurance losses in the United States 
amounted to 30,776,100 dols. The steel ingot and 
pig iron output in that month was 2,889,000 and 
2,850,000 tons respectively, and the United States Steel 
Corporation’s unfilled orders at the end of November 
totalled 6,840,000 tons. November cotton consumption 
was 578,000 bales. 





CONSULAR INVOICES, ETC., FOR PARAGUAY. 


H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Asuncion has cabled to 
the effect that Decree No. 14326 of 7th January, 1922, 
which would regulate the manner of preparing Consular 
invoices and general manifests of cargoes, is to come into 
force on Ist January, 1923. 

A copy of the above mentioned Decree can be in- 
spected by United Kingdom firms interested on applica- 
tion to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 
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Exhibitions and Fairs. 





BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1923. 
THE CHEMICAL SECTION. 


In this and succeeding issues of the ‘“ Journal ”’ 
it is proposed to give a review of the various Sections 
at the forthcoming Fair at the White City. 

The first Section seen by the visitor entering the Fair 
from the Uxbridge Road entrance will be that of Chemi- 
cal and Allied Products. This group comprises the 
following industries :—heavy chemicals, dyes, fine chemi- 
cals and drugs, scientific instruments, druggists’ sundries, 
and domestic chemical products. 

Plant used in the manufacture of chemicals will 
also be included in the exhibits. 

The Association of British Chemical Manufacturers 
and the British Chemical Plant Manufacturers’ Associa- 
tion have co-operated in an endeavour to secure a fully 
representative exhibition of the whole industry. It is 
of importance in this connection that the British In- 
dustries Fair is the only Exhibition at present held in 
the United Kingdom where such a range of chemicals 
is exhibited, and where the requirements of all trades 
and professions using chemical products can be found 
centralised in a single exhibition hall. It is also worthy 
of note that the group of industries included in this 
Section represents an cnormous capital of something 
in the neighbourhood of £100,000,000. 

The Section, representing what is now one of the most 
important industries in the United Kingdom, will demonstrate 
the great increase in chemical products manufactured in this 
country since the war, particularly in fine chemicals, and will 
prove that the buyer need not, under post-war conditions, 
look for his supplies outside the United Kingdom. 

A further point in favour of the British manufacturer is 
that, unlike his foreign competitors, he can guarantee 
delivery at specified dates; and British chemical manu- 
facturers are anxious to prove to the world their ability to 
produce an article to the satisfaction of any buyer. 

Heavy chemical:, which are used in connection with practi- 
cally every industry throughout the world, will be represented 
by the largest firms in the industry. 


DyYE-STUFFS, ETC. 


The production of dye-stuffs and intermediate pro- 
ducts has developed in recent years probably more than 
any other industry in the United Kingdom, and the 
dyes manufactured to-day cover every range of colour 
and every requirement from acid colours to vat dye- 
stuffs. 

Exhibitors at the Fair will be in a position to meet 
the needs of dyers for all trades and a comprehensive 
and varied range of colours will be on view, including 
samples of various goods dyed with the colours of British 
manufacturers. 

Special interest centres in the fine chemical and drug 
exhibits owing to the pre-war monopoly of these products 
held by Germany. The exhibits on view will prove that the 
Pritish manufacturer has little to fear in competition in these 
lines. The buyer of druggists’ sundries, toilet preparations 
and perfum ry will find a wide selection for his inspection at 
the Fair. Te prices will be competitive, and he will find 
that the United Kingdom manufacturer is anxious to submit 
his goods on the best possible terms, especially for the over- 
seas trade. Goods in these lines are specially notable for 
their attractive packing, and stocks are available for all 
reasonable requirements. 

Representative exhibits will also be made in scientific 
instruments and domestic chemical products, and over- 
seas firms will find little difficulty in supplying their 
needs from the wide range of exhibits. 

For general details of the Fair see notice under Forth- 
coming Fairs. 





ONTARIO RETAIL HARDWARE 
ASSOCIATION ANNUAL CONVENTION 
AND EXHIBITION. 

H.M. Trade Commissioner at Toronto reports that 


the Eighteenth Annual Convention and Exhibition of the 
Ontario Retail Hardware Association will be held at 
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The Armouries, Toronto, from 13th to 16th February. 
The Trade Commissioner strongly recommends that 
British firms with local managers or agents should parti- 
cipate in the Exhibition, pointing out that although the 
Exhibition is promoted by the Retail Hardware Trade, 
Ontario wholesale manufacturers and their agents 
exhibit annually in order to stimulate the demand from 
the retailer. 


He further suggests that British firms, interested in the 
Exhibition but having no agents in Canada, might wish to 
avail themselves of the offer of a local manufacturer’s agent 
who is prepared to display at the Exhibition the samples of 
any firms who may appoint him as their agent in Ontario and 
Quebec Provinces. Further particulars as to this offer may be 
had on application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 
35, Old Queen Street, London, $8.W. 1. (Reference E.D.4103.) 

An interesting feature in the organisation of the Exhibition 
is that admittance is confined to buyers during the afternoons, 
but the public is welcome in the evenings, when special 
entertainments, with a view to publicity, are organised. 





BORDEAUX FAIR. 


The Department of Overseas Trade is informed that 
the sixth Commercial Fair at Bordeaux will be held from 
15th to 30th June next year. 

The Fair is considered to be well worth the attention 
of British firms interested in the South-West of France, 
as a market. A limited number of copies of the regu- 
lations and application forms is available at the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 


S.W. 1. 





HOTEL EQUIPMENT EXHIBITION AT 
MILAN SPRING FATR. 


The Department of Overseas Trade is informed by 
H.M. Consul-General at Milan that the Touring Club 
Italiano of Milan intends to hold a special Exhibition 
of Articles of Hotel Equipment in conjunction with the 
annual International Samples Fair at Milan, to be held 
from 12th to 27th April next year. 

The Secretary of the Club cordially invites British 
firms to exhibit, and will be pleased to supply full 
particulars to individual enquirers. 

H.M. Consul-General considers that the proposed 
Exhibition offers a good opportunity for high-class 
firms to demonstate the general excellence of British 
hotel equipment. 

The Milan Fair has drawn an enormous attendance 
during the past three years, not only of Italian buyers 
and public, but of business men from the Balkans, the 
Levant, and Central Europe. American, Swiss, and 
Scandinavian buyers are also reported to have attended 
personally or been represented in considerable numbers. 





TRIESTE AUTUMN FAIR. 

In a summary of the second International Sample 
Fair held at Trieste during September, H.M. Consul 
states that, although the Fair was international, 1,280 
out of the 1,391 exhibitors were Italian. In the inter- 
national group were—British (9), Austrian (22), 
Czecho-Slovakian (14), ‘Hungarian (12), Soviet (24), 
and Spanish (8) exhibitors, the balance being made up 
by American, Egyptian, Balkan, French, Indian, 
German, Polish, Swiss and Turkish firms. 

The total number of visitors is said to have exceeded 
half-a-million, one-fifth of whom were foreigners. It is 
understood that the Societa Anonima responsible for 
the organisation of the Fair are preparing to hold a 
third Sample Fair in 1923. 





MADAGASCAR FAIR. 


As announced in the “Journal”’ of 5th October (see 
page 371), it is intended to hold an International Com- 
mercial Fair at Antananarivo, Madagascar, from 15th 
August to 15th September, 1923. 
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H.M. Consul there has now forwarded a list of articles 
of which he recommends United Kingdom manufac- 
turers to consider the advisability of sending an exhibit 
to the Fair. The articles mentioned are as follow :— 

Machinery.—Lice Threshers (small) ; Briquette Machinery 
(small); Brick and Tile Making Machinery (small). 
~ Foodstutis.— Milk (Condensed and Dried); Mar;arine; 
Tea; Cheese; Biscuits and Jams. 

General Goods (Metals).—Iron and Steel Bars; Shee’ 
Iron: steel Sheets: Galvanised Iron; Tin Plates; Car- 
penter’s ‘Tools; Mason's Tools; Shovels; Spades ; SAWS ; 
Hammers. (Other).-Ink; Ammouia; Suiphurie Acid ; 
Cotton and Linen Thread; Cement; Soap (Household 
and Toilet); Sacks (Jute). 

Lubricating Oils. 

H.M. Consul adds that Madagascar is first and fore- 
most a market for cheap goods. British products are 
much appreciated by buyers for their quality when 
quality and cheapness go hand in hand, but quality 
without cheapness is of interest to no one. 





FORTHCOMING FAIRS. 





UNITED KINGDOM. 
BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, WHITE CITY, LONDON, AND 


CASTLE BROMWICH AERODROME, BIRMiNGHAN, 
February 19th to March 2nd, 19.3: 


Lonpon.—Cutlery; Silver and Electro-plate; Jewel- 
lery; Watches and Clocks; Hard Haberdashery ; Glassware 
of all Descriptions; China, Earthenware, and Stoneware; 
Paper; Stationery, and Stationers’ Sundries and Office 
Appliances; Printing; Books; Fancy Goods, including 
Tobacconists’ Sundries; Leather Goods, including Travei- 
‘ing Requisites; Leather; Brushes and Brooms; Toys 
and Games; Sports Goods (including Sports Clothing) : 
Scientific and Optical Instruments; Medical and Surgica! 
Instruments and Appliances; Spectacle Ware and Opticians’ 
Supplies; Photographic and Cinematograph Apparatus and 
Requisites ; Musical Instruments; Furniture of Wood, Cane, 
and Wicker; Bedsteads and Bedding; Carpets, Linoleum, 
etc.; Basketware; Chemicals, Light and Heavy; Domestic 
Chemical Products; Drugs and Druggists’ Sundries; Per- 
fumery; Dyes, Foodstufis (Prepared and Preserved) and 
Beverages; Confectionery (Sugar and Chocolate); Tobacco, 
Cigarettes, and Cigars. Apply to :—Department of Over- 
seas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. 

BinMINGHAM.—Lighting Plant for Electricity; Gas 
Oil, etc.; Cooking Stoves and Utensils, including Alumi- 
nium, Enamelware, etc.; Foundry Appliances; Genera! 
Hardware, including Builders’, Marine, and Household 
Ironmongery of all Descriptions; General Machinery of al: 
Descriptions, and Small Tools; Mill Furnishing; India- 
rubber Goods for Industrial and Household purposes ; 
Motor Cycles and Cycles; Accessories for Motor Cars, 
Cycles, and Aeroplanes; Weighing and Measuring Appli- 
ances, and Instruments; Sanitary Appliances; Paints, 
Colours, and Varnishes, and Painters’ Requisites; Railway 
Equipment; Metals cf all Descriptions (excluding Precious 
Metals); Agricultural and Horticultural Machinery; and 
Implements; Mining, Colliery, and Quarrying Plant; 
Brewing and Distilling Plant; Metal Furniture for House, 
Shop, Office, Garden, and Camp Use, including Bedsteads; 
Building Construction; Perambulators, Mailcarts, and 
Pushchairs; Saddlery and Harness; Firearms; Fishing 
Rods and Tackle; Tubes in Copper, Lead, Brass, and 
Steel, and Steam, and Pipe Fittings; Architectural and 
Ornamental Metal Work, including Gates and Fencing; 
Ropes of Steel and Hemp, Cordage, and String. Apply to: 
—Secretary, The Chamber of Commerce, 95, New Street, 
Birmingham. 


Seconp Scortisa Ipear Homes Exurert1ion— 
Edinburgh, January 31st-February 14th, 1923. Apply :— 
Industrial Hall, Annandale Street, Edinburgh. 

Business Erricrency Exniprrion— 
Central Hall Westminster, S.W.1. February 7th-17th, 
1923. Organised by The Office Appliances Trade Asso- 
ciation, 37, Strand, London, W.C. 2. 

DunpEE Mopern Homes Exuisition— 
February 2lst-March 3rd, 1923. Organised by J. R. 
Hainsworth, Caird Hall, Dundee. 

Iprat Homes Exuisir1ion— 


Olympia, March 4th-17th, 1923. Organised by 


Associated Newspapers, Ltd., 130, Fleet Street, 
London, E.C. 4. 

BREWERS’ AND ALLIED TRADE EXHIBITION— 
Industrial Hall, Edinburgh. March 14th-24th. Organ-. 
ised by T. Williamson, Esq., Industrial Hall, Annen- 
dale Street, Edinburgh. 
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PHOTOGRAPHIC FArR— 

Holland Park Hall, March 15th-24th, 1923. Apply 
tv :-—Urganising Secretary, Sicilian House, Southamp- 
ion Kow, Lonuon, W.C. }. 

INTERNATIONAL DoMeEstic ECONOMY AND TRADE EXHIBITION— 
Hull, April 20th-May doth, 1923. Apply :-Northern 
Counties Lrades Exhibitions, Royal Chambers, Mid- 
land Street, Hull. 

SixtH INTERNATIONAL ‘oBAcco TRADE ExHIBITION— 

Olympia (New Exhibition Hall), May, 1923. Organised 
by ‘* Lobacco,’’ Monument Station Buildings, London, 
E.C. 4. 

LNTERNATIONAL MINING EXHIisITION— 
toyal Agricultural Hall, June Ist-4th, 1923. Apply :— 
43, Essex Street, Strand, Loudon, W.C. z. 

INTERNATIONAL Horse SHOW— 

Olympia, June 2d3rd-30th, 1923. 

INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES HK XHIBITION—- 

Leeds, September 24th-October 6th, 1923. 

SHOE AND LEATHER FAIR— 

Royal Agricultural Hall, October 8th-12th, 1923. 

EDINBURGH IpEAL Homes EXHIBITION— 

Organised by T. Williamson, Esq., 18, Waverley 


Market, Edinburgh. 





OVERSEAS. 
BRAZILIAN CENTENARY EXHIBITION— 
Rio DE JANEIRO. 
British Secrion. Appiy To :—DEPARTMENT OF OvVER- 
SEAS TRADE, 35, OLD QUEEN Street, Lonvon, S.W. 1. 
INTERNATIONAL Motor ExHIBITION— 
Ric de Janeiro, November Ist-March 31st. In connection 
with the Braziiian Centenary Exhibition. Particulars 
may be obtained from the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, §S.W. 1. 
‘Reference F.B. 7394.) 

PARIS INTERNATIONAL AERO EXHIBITION— 

Grand Palais, December ldth-January 2nd, 1923. 

Paris AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY EXHIBiITION— 

January 20th-28th, 1923. 

AMSTERDAM Motor anp CycLte SHow— 

February 9th-18th, 1923. Organised by ‘‘ Vereeniging 
Rijuielen en Automobiel-Industrie. (Particulars obtain- 
able from Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 

New York EXHIBITION OF INVENTIONS— 

Grand Central Palace, February 17th-22nd, 1923. 

BELGIAN AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY ExlIBITION— 

Brussels, February 17th-26th, 1923. Organised by 
Suciete Mecanique et d’Industrie Agricole 

BrussEts Moron CycLte anD CycLeE EXHIBITION— 

Palais d’Egmont, February 24th-March 7th, 1928. 
Apply to :—Secrétariat Général, 64, Rue de Enseigne- 
ment, Brussels. 

ZAGREB SAMPLES FarR— 

March, 1923. 

lL.vons Sprina Farr— 

March Ist-l5th, 1923. 

PRAGUE SAMPLE FarrR— 

March 11th-I8th, 1923. Official Representative for 
Great Britain, Mr. J. Sykora, 26, Gloucester Road, 
London, N.W. 1. 

BARCELONA INTERNATIONAL SAMPLES Fatr— 
March 17th-28th. Organising 
Antonio Lopez 15, Barcelona. 

SoutH Arrican Rann SHow— 

March 23th-April 2nd. Organised by the Witwaters- 
rand Society. Apply to Secretary, Natal Bank 
Chambers, Market Street, Johannesburg. 

COLOGNE SAMPLES Farr— 

Spring, 1923. 
“Mirtan Sampites Farr— 
April, 1923. 

TuRIN PHOTOGRAPHIC AND CrNEMATOGRAPH ExniBITION— 
April, 1928. Apply to :—Chamber of Commerce, Turin. 

INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL EXHIBITION— 

New York. April 9th-14th, 1923. Particulars may be 
obtained from the Department of Overseas Trade. 

Brvssets ComMerciaL Farr— 

April 9th-25th, 1923. 
International Rubber Exhibition in conjunction with 
Brussels Fair. 
Swiss Sampres Fatrn— 
Basle, April 14th-24th, 1923. 

GENEVA PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION— 

May, 1923. Further particulars and application forms 
from Exhibitions and Fairs Division, Department cf 
Overseas Trade. 


Committee, Plaza 


[Note.—The above list is not intended to include all forth- 
coming Fairs and Exhibitions throughout the world, but only 
to cover some of the more important ones, especially those of 
interest to the British manufacturer. Information regarding 
Exhibitions and Fairs other than those mentioned above is on 
file and mav he obtained on application to the Exhibitions and 

airs Division, Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street. London, S.W. 1.] 
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[imperial and Foreign 
Trade. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


AUSTRALIA. 
TRADE WITH HONG KONG IN 1921. 


According to the annual report for 1922 of the Melbourne 
Bureau of Commerce and Industry, the trade of Australia 
with Hong Kong for the year 1921 amounted in value to 
£910,412, of which £411,611 represented imports into 
Australia, and the remainder, £498,801, exports from 
Australia. 

The principal commodities imported into Australia 
include white rice, tea, ginger, peanuts, silk piece-goods, 
Chinese medicines, fire crackers, peanut oil and rattan. 
The principal exports to Hong Kong include béche-de-mer, 
butter, leather (sole and upper), sandalwood, condensed 
milk, wheat flour, beef, coal and pig iead. 

The following table shows the values of these principal 
im ports and exports :-— 











Imp ts into Australia. Exports to Hong Kong. 


£ 





=. 
White rice —_ ... | 120.801 Béche de-mer... oo | SO107 
Tea ~ ini ... | 27,142) Butter. “ | 88,048 
Ginger ion oP ..» ; 20,141 Leathe sr (sole and Lup pe r) 93,399 
Peanuts... ‘da 18,465 Sandalwood ... ... | 31,854 
Silk piece-¢ roods” » | 15,246 Condensed milk ... | 46,295 
C hinese medicines 15,187 Wheat flour ... ne 41,280 
Fire crackers... jal 12,566 Beef... i w+ | 21,507 
Peanut oil 12,431 | Coal ... _ - 14,380 
Rattan 11,548 Pig lead --. | 11,858 





BRITISH INDIA. 
WEEKLY CABLE. 


The weekly cable received from the Director-General of 
Commercial Intelligence, Caleutia, dated 18th December, is, 
in part, as under :— 





SHASON, 

During the earlier part of the week ending 17th December 
moderate rain fell in Burma, Punjab and Central India. 
Crop prospects are unchanged. 

MARKETS. 

Cotton.—13th December.— bombay cotton market steady. 
Fine M.G. Oomras Ks. 403 December-January; Rs. 404 
—_ Bombay cotton arrivals from Ist September to 

9th December, 1922, were /00,000 bales, as compared with 

570,000 bales during the same period of the last year. 

Jute. —16th December, — Calcutta jute market steady. 
Hessians quiet ; ready 9 porters Rs. 19, annas 8; 11 porters 
Rs. 23, annas 2. Hleavy goods steady ; B twills Rs. 46. 

T. a.—At tea sale on 12th December, market was practically 
unchanged ; excepting common Pekoes and Souchongs, which 
were slightly easier, there was an advance of 3 anna for 
Pekoes and 1 anna for Orange Pekvoes, owing to demand 7 
Bombay and Persia. ‘his sale’s average price was R. 
pies 3 per |b., as against last week’s average price of 15 annas 
10 pies per Ib. 59: 3,919 packages sold to date on an average 
price of 12 annas 9 pies per Ib. 

Bank Rate.—Imperial Bank of India rate raised to 6 per 
cent. from 14th December. 

Authorised capital new Joint Stock Companies registered 
during November, 1922, was Rs. 1,23 (lakhs), as compared 
with Rs. 2,46 in November, 1922. 


CANADA. 
FOREIGN TRADE IN OCTOBER. 


The summary of the trade of Canada for October shows 
that imports for consumption were valued at 66,875,201 
dols., as against 59,518,248 dols. in October, 1921, and 
105,770,037 dols. in October, 1920, states the ‘‘Commercial 
Inteligence Journal” of the Canadian Department of 
Trade and Commerce. 

Imports from the United Kingdom in October were 
valued at 13,108,657 dols., against 8,845,282 dols. in 
October, 1921, and 17,433,786 dols. in October, 1920. The 
imports from the United States in October were valued at 
42,954,005 dols., as against 42,309,934 dols. in October, 
1921, and 76,893,990 dols. in October, 1920. 

The value of the exports of Canadian produce in October 
was 102,675,347 dols., as compared with 79,941,682 dols. 
in October, 1921, and 129,348,220 dols. in October, 1920. 
The exports to the United Kingdom were valued at 
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50,565,681 dols., as compared with 35,488,931 dols. in 
October, 1921, and 23,728,546 dols. during October, 1920. 
Exports to the United States were valued at 32,878,533 
dols. during October, 1922, as against 28,457,095 dols. in 
October, 1921, and 64,994,451 dols. in the corresponding 
month of 1920. The month’s returns show a favourable 
balance of trade of 35,800,146 dols. 


FEDERATED MALAY STATES. 


IMPORTS AND EXPORTS IN SEPTEMBER 
QUARTER. 

According to statistics published as a supplement to the 
‘Federated Malay States Government Gazette,” the value 
of imports into the Federated Malay States during the third 
quarter of the year was 18,826,626 dols., as compared with 
23,700,060 dols. in the September quarter of 1921. 

Exports from the F ederated Malay States during the 
same periods were valued at 34,773,350 ‘dols., and 29 806, 555 
dols. respectively, and re-exports at £1,231,530 dols. and 
1,180,47 9 dols. respectively. 


SIERRA LEONE. 
IMPORTS AND EXPORTS IN 1921. 


The following classified table shows the value of imports 
into Sierra Leone during 1921, as published in the Annual 
Report of the Controller of Customs on the revenue, 
trade and shipping of the Colony during that year. For 
the purpose of comparison the figures for 1920 are also 
given: —— 












































Articles, Value, 1920. Value, 1921. 
£ Lx 
Food, drink and tobacco: 
Food 923,713 192,801 
Drink 153,024 78,209 
Tobacco... 168,095 112,511 
Total... one wee ona 844,832 $83,521 
Raw materials and articles mainly 
unmanufactured sas we ne 776,253 279,156 
Articles wholly or mainly manufactured | 1,679,414 914,103 
Miscellaneous and unclassified ... ons a 110 
Specie ad _ - “a ed 247,970 | 192,738 
Total Imports ... a ... | 3,648,478 1,769,628 





Home-grown rice is the favourite food of the Sierra 
Leone native, and importations of rice, flour and bread 
automatically decline when, as in the year under review, 
there is an abundant rice crop in the Colony. ‘These 
articles of food are responsible for a decrease of £) 28,766, 
while large deficiencies are recorded in salt, provisions, 
preserved fish, butter and confectionery. A decrease of 
579,304 lb. in the quantity of unmanufactured tobacco 
imported is mainly responsible for the fall of £55,584 in 
the total value of tobacco imports. 

THE DECLINE IN THE ImMpPoRtS OF COAL. 

In the class Raw Materials and Articles Mainly Unmanu- 
factured, imports of coal, including Government importa- 
tions, decreased by 41,860 tons, and the value of the 
consignments fell by £462,572. It is of interest to observe 
that the price per ton in 1921 was only two-thirds of that 
paid in 1920. The importance of Freetown as a coaling 
station was not so apparent as in former years. An un- 
usual number of steamers shipped bunker coal at Port 
Harcourt and Lagos while, on account of the shortage of 
freights, many vessels carried sufficient coal to enable them 
to complete the round voyage to the United Kingdom 
without the necessity for replenishing their bunkers in 
Freetown. 

Although practically all the commercial coal imported 
is subsequently re-exported as bunkers, a deflection of this 
trade is of consequence to the Colony, as large sums are 
paid locally in the form of wages to the labourers employed 
in coaling. The decline in this industry, however, is due 
to conditions of a temporary nature and an early develop- 
ment is anticiapted. 

Of a decrease of £765,311 under Articles Wholly or 
Mainly Manufactured, £517,182 is due to the diminished 
value of cotton manufactures. Bags, iron manufactures, 
coopers’ stores, hardware, boots and shoes, cutlery, hats 
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and caps were also imported in smaller quantities, and 
telegraphic material is the only item which shows an 
appreciable increase. 

A decline in imports of specie amounting to £55,232 is 
accounted for by heavy shipments of the new alloy coinage 
in the previous year. 

Export TRADE. 

The following table shows the value of exports from 
Sierra Leone during the past year and its immediate 
predecessor :— 





Articles. 























| Value, 1920. | Value, 1921. 
| £ £ 
Food, drink and tobacco : 
Food _... ne - _ .. | 831,713 345,688 
Drink << «= ww «lt sae 1,440 
Tobacco.. 9... seve wee |, TAT 4,066 
| 
Total | 840,650 $51,194 
Raw materials and articles mainly | 
unmanufactured a _ +--+ | 2,010,210 847,230 
Articles wholly or mainly manufactured | 65,315 113,724 
Specie om m4 a ~~ _ 30, 207 312,980 
Total Exports .. 2,949,380 1,625,128 





Of a total decrease of £486,025 in the value of food ex- 
ported £313,171 is attributable to the difference in the 
value of kola nuts shipped during the year. Palm oil 
fell away to the extent of £115,499, and ginger exports 
declined by £47,597. Drink exports show little change, 
but the value of tobacco shipped is less by £3,681. 

Among Raw Materials and Articles Mainly Unmanu- 
factured the contraction in the value of palm kernels 
exported amounted to £716,607, and coal was responsible 
for a loss of £434,878. Further decreases are shown 
by gum copal, hides, piassava, pepper and other exports. 

The whole of the increase under Articles Wholly or 
Mainly Manufactured is due to the re-exportation of 
telegraphic material for cable repairs. 

The exportation of silver was prohibited until Ilth 
July, 1921, except under licence of the Governor. The 
total specie exported during the year amounted to £312,980, 
heavy shipments of British silver being made to the United 
Kingdom as a result of the substitution of alloy and 
nickel-bronze coinage in West African currency. 





SOUTH AFRICA, 
BUSINESS CONDITIONS AND OUTLOOK. 


(From H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner. ) 





CaPE Town. 

As indicated over a year ago, the probability of a big 
revival in building when prices of material and wages came 
down is being realised. Especially in Durban, Port Elizabeth 
and Johannesburg is there great activity. Bloemfontein 
alone of municipalities met the housing shortage at the 
time with an active municipal policy. It wouldno doubt 
be exaggeration to speak of a building boom in Cape Town, 
but considerable activity is noticeable all over the suburbs. 
In view of the shortness of money and slackness of general 
business this is very satisfactory. 

The reports of rain in Rhodesia, the Transvaal and 
Orange Free State continue satisfactory and, as has been 
repeatedly insisted upon, this, involving good crops and 
grazing, should meana real turning of the corner for South 
Africa. 

THE Woo. Posirion. 

Prices are good for good quality wool and hair. Ger- 
many, however, is buying little and this constitutes an 
unsatisfactory feature of the general outlook, as South 
Africa depends so largely upon Germany to absorb low 
grade short wool, of which large quantities are produced. 
The United States is likely to be out of the market for 
good staple wool but the United Kingdom can no doubt 
take all offerings. 

THe Export or Goup. 

The reduced values of produce bring gold once more into 
preponderance among exports. As a result, in spite of 
slack trade, low prices, the fact of it being between seasons 
for wool, grain and fruit, and the very slight recovery of 
the diamond market, imports are insufficient to balance 
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the national account. Heavy buying of gold and diamond 
shares in London may be partly responsible for this. The 
index is the rate of exchange, which now penalises ex- 
porters to the extent of over 2 per cent. The excellent 
gold mining returns may help the import demand. 

[Norr.—H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner has forwarded 
cuttings from South African newspapers in which the 
business and industrial situation in the Durban, Port 
Elizabeth, Johannesburg, and other districts is reported 
upon at some length. These extracts may be consulted 
by United Kingdom firms interested on application to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, 8.W. 1. 





EUROPE. 
GERMANY, 








ECONOMIC CONDITIONS IN NORTH 
GERMANY. 


(From H.M. Consul-General.) 
HAMBURG. 

The Report of the Associated Chambers of Commerce 
of Lower Saxony on the present Economic and Industrial 
Situation in North Germany dilates upon the depreciation 
of the mark, especially in connection with the purchase 
of coal supplies and raw materials and with the payment 
of wages, cost of transport and other similar charges. 
According to the Report the increased demand for goods 
in anticipation of further rises in prices has not led to 
increased production, because the selling prices were often 
below the new cost of production. 

The recent break in the exchange has brought with it 
no increase in export business, as on former occasions, 
as German prices have been adjusted quickly and in some 
cases have already reached or exceeded the level of prices 
on the world markets. The chronic scarcity of coal is 
a serious factor since it involves the factories in greater 
outlay on British coal. A shortage of railway wagons is 
being felt once more. 

PosITION OF VARIOUS INDUSTRIES. 

Employment in the chemical industry is irregular and 
the demand for chemical products has fallen off, both at 
home and abroad. Manufacturers of Frankfort black, ete., 
have been hit by the unfavourable situation in the printing 
trade. In the rubber industry difficulty is experienced 
in finding the necessary capital to cover supplies of foreign 
raw materials, and without British coal many works would 
have been unable to keep going. Increases in price have 
for some lines led to a decline in orders, but as the factories 
have been occupied so far with old orders they have been 
able to avoid any great reduction of output. The import 
duties levied in Spain and Italy on rubber manufacturers 
have hampered the German export trade in this branch. 
Similar conditions prevail in the asbestos industry. 

Cotton spinners have been able to cover their requirements 
for raw materials, but the provision of the requisite capital 
is giving rise, it is alleged, to increasing difficulty. Some 
spinning mills were hindered by delay in obtaining supplies 
of yarn, due to partly restricted credit and partly to slow 
deliveries. 

Wax factories have in general been able hitherto to 
secure the raw material they need. In this industry foreign 
competition is becoming more keenly felt in Germany and 
some reduction of labour has been unavoidable. 

The river-craft building yards have suffered from delay 
in the delivery of raw materials, otherwise both employ- 
ment and sales have been satisfactory. Ship-building 
yards have met with the same difficulties as regards raw 
material and cval. Some yards are still busy with repara- 
tion orders, but others have already had to cut down their 
staffs. The approaching market situation is looked for- 
ward to with some apprehension. 





ICELAND. 





RESULTS OF FISHING SEASONS. 
(From H.M. Consul). 
REYKJAVIK. 
The result of the fishing seasons has been very good, 
and it is estimated that the total catch amounts to about 
26,000 tons of fullv cured fish of allkinds. At the beginning 
of the marketing period good prices were obtained, but as 
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it advanced values gradually declined. Beginning with 
195 to 210 kroner per “‘ skippund ” they went down to 152 
kroner about the end of October and now the demand has 
totally ceased for the present owing to the overstocked 
state of the market in Spain. The prices above mentioned 
are in Icelandic kroner (25-60 kroner to the pound sterling). 

It is estimated that there are about 11,000 tons of all 
kinds of fish still unsold and this is naturally causing a 
great scarcity of money among the people and necessarily 
limiting their purchasing capacity, and also making it very 
difficult for merchants to obtain cover from the banks for 
remittances to their suppliers abroad. 

The herring fishing, which is chiefly prosecuted on the 
north coast of Iceland, was also quite successful, the total 
catch being about 239,000 barrels, but unfortunately the 
prices realised have been low and a considerable quantity 
of the catch is still unsold. As hitherto, many Norwegian 
vessels attended the herring fishing on the cost of Iceland 
and their catch is said to be 147,000 barrels compared with 
74,000 barrels last year. Prospects for doing business 
with Iceland are far from being bright in the meantime. 


AFRICA. 


FRENCH WEST AFRICA. 


FOREIGN TRADE CONDITIONS. 
(From H.M. Consul-General.) 











DAKAR. 
The total import and export trade of the various colonies 
comprised in French West Africa for the two years 1920 
and 1921 is shown in the following tables :— 





Francs. 
ik are a etentninaiaibledhdiadind Wing ehdaimataibiianel 1,242,650,245 
EE eieiie ie nciaatadtdad sll aiainila dah diaialaaais 632,261,875 

5 ae 610,343,370 


In the total of 632,261,875 frs. returned as the value of 
trade in 1921, imports figure at 372,497,545 frs. and exports 
at 259,764,330 frs. 

Whilst, as these figures clearly indicate, the great group 
of colonies in question has shared to the full the sudden 
slump which followed the short-lived boom of 1919, it is 
considered, nevertheless, in well-informed circles that 
the fifty per cent. shrinkage shown above is more apparent 
than real. It will be found that the quantities of produce 
exported in 1921 are not, on the whole, greatly inferior to 
those shipped during the preceding year, whilst the actual 
volume of local trade has remained almost normal owing 
to the still considerable amount of ready money remaining 
in the hands of, more especially, the native consumers. 
Business has suffered, perhaps, less owing to injudicious 
price-cutting than to accumulatiuns at the end of 1920 
and the beginning of 1921 of stocks of provisions, textiles, 
and trade goods of all kinds, entirely disproportionate to 
the needs of the country. 
Imrort CONDITIONS WHICH MIGHT HAVE BEEN WORSE. 

he shrinkage shown in the imports in 1921 is not 
reflected in the value of the sales which actually took place ; 
business houses, no doubt, have received less than their 
normal supplies of goods, due, as stated, to heavy purchases 
in the last months of 1920; moreover, the high figures 
contained in the return for that year were increased by 
consignments which should not have come forward until 
the early months of 1921. When itis remembered that the 
value of imported goods increased from 313 million frs. 
in 1919 to 653 million frs. in 1920, it is clear that quantities 
received must have greatly exceeded the actual needs of 
these coasts. In any case, it is thought that, if the year 
1921 has not been very profitable for French West African 
trade, it has been far from reaching the limit of leanness 
which events in Europe, added to continued high freights 
and persistently low market quotations, seemed to fore- 
shadow. 

From November, 1921, however, the situation improved ; 
fresh orders went forward, and, since then, commercial 
circles have had reason to regard the preceding period of 
anxiety and uncertainty as, in a large measure, at an end. 
At the same time, in the opinion of the well-informed, 
it would be premature to augur from this perhaps but 
temporary condition a permanent return to normal 
circumstances ; manufactured goods as sold to-day in these 
colonies command prices from three to five times greater 
than those of pre-war days, whilst local produce costs at 
least two anda half times as much as it then did. Until 
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means are found, therefore, to re-adjust matters on a 
sounder basis, a return to normal conditions must neces- 
sarily continue to be impossible of entire realisation. 
Imports : WEIGHTS, VALUES AND SOURCES. 
The following table gives details of the chief imports 
during the past two years :— 








1921. | 1920, 


| Quantity. | Quantity. 


Article. Unit. 





Tons | 2,398 | 3,803 














Textiles... ei eal 
Guineas and shawlings Metres 4,232,457 | 12,297,163 
. Pee oe Tous | 160,899 | 266,530 
Metals manufactured .. sn Tons | 7,623 | one 
Other metals ... ine oes Tons | 4,805 © 7,425 
Wines (all kinds) - ... | 6,800,927 | 4,604,344 
Timber (building) —... . = Stare | 15,559 7,726 
Alcohols a aid oo Litre | 844,141 | 3,442,295 
Leaf tobacco... om on Tons | 486 | 2,025 
Flour... - os étei Tons | 1,991 | 5,196 
Paraffin and heavy oils .. Tons | 5,027 5,667 
Building material —... .. Tons | 17,774 20,936 
Sugars ... wn - ... Tons | 1,246 6,317 
Soaps... _ se ine Tons | 1,040 1,295 
Cotton thread ... 7" an Tons | 106 267 
Ships’ biscuits ... ” .. Tons | 02 4,486 
1921. 1920, 
Article. Value. Value. 
| Frances. l'ranes. 
Textiles  < 70,464,041 | 142,134,770 
Guineas and shawlings ... nea -- | 14,879,482 42,641,165 
Coal hae “a ” ... | 46,999,970 42,791,812 
Metals manufactured | 40,347,428 24,791,363 
Other metals " one | 14,514,023 10 760,997 
Wines (all kinds) .. ‘ied | 11,043,325 16,096,072 
Timber (building .. saa it | 6,571,246 3,780,619 
Alcohols , 5,667,448 18,777,594 
Leaf tobaceo , wii 7 aaa 5,529,084 22. 740,238 
Flour aia ‘ee ia aa aan 4,074,989 8,429,378 
Parattin and heavy oils ... 7 ... | 4,686,124 9,542,634 
Building material | 6,403,264 6,796,641 
Sugars seal | 3,537,322 00,875 823 
Soaps nih | 3,232,474 5,632,885 
Cotton thread 2,716,970 6,537,860 
Ships’ biscuits... _ 1,162,031 9,598,272 








The following table shows the values of the imports of 
goods from the most important sources during the past 
two years :— 








| 1921. | 1920. 
Franes. Franes, 
France ee 168,610,950 | 252,872,177 


United Kingdom ... ‘0 84,070,178 19*, 438,588 
United States of America .. 54,559,798 103,316,269 
Holland eal 14,636,839 | 12,680,262 
British Colonies _... one 10,805,922 | 25,173,181 
Germany wn 3,473,817 | 1,935,613 
Italy ... is 2,485,227 3,137,211 
Other countries — 33,854,814 56,357,459 





372,497,645 


653,910,760 











Exports: WEIGHTS, VALUES AND DESTINATIONS. 

Although the value of exports from French West Africa 
in 1921 (259,764,330 frs.) show a shrinkage of over 50 per 
cent. in comparison with those of the preceding year 
(588,694,485 frs.) this apparently alarming decrease is 
modified considerably by the actual quantities shipped, 
which were only about 10 per cent. less than those which 
went forward in 1920. The principal items were as 
follows :— 




















1921. 1920. 

Article. Unit. Quantity. Quan tity. 
Groundnuts — «+. ‘nin oa Tons 263,733 286.777 
Palm kernels ... sii sei Tons 41,i84 49,143 
Fine woods... “al me we — ess 
Palm oil _ _ ads Tons 8,750 20,487 
Gumarabic ... eee “ee Tons 4,322 3,116 
Cocoa yon a ae Tons 1,502 1,049 
Gold... ~~ — ...Grammes 463,507 117,987 
Dried fish Ue ove sid ‘Tons 2,192 1,121 
Ox-hides ve iii on Tons | 946 1,672 
Cotton sea laa ian Tons 575 438 
Rubber - a ; Tons 22 770 
Wool ig “ee sai Tons 312 €94 
Cattle sal “aie es Head 5,332 10,139 
Sheep-skins ... ee - Tons 149 529 
Sheep ate _ eid Head 10,181 61,859 
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1921. 








/ 1920. 

Article. Value. | Value. 

Franes. | Frances. 
Groundnuts ia asi il .» | 149,682,107 | 294,497,276 
Palm kernels - eee 32,410,881 | 62,997,886 
Fine woods - 25,621,524 | 23,545,130 
Palm oil alk “_ = 1,178,953 | 33,570,829 
(sum arabic ei 7" 550,953 8,469,272 
Cocoa 20° eee 200 _— eee " 750,617 | 2,701,222 
Gold _ si ~ - 3,061,975 199,256 
Dried fish... a al _ a 3,036,051 1,129,670 
Ox-hides ... sit si 2,675,810 8,794,189 
Cotton ... ‘ein _ 2,212,738 3,099,598 
Rubber... “— _ — awe 1,497 509 3. 853,296 
Wool site - as oe i” 1,318,497 1 720,661 
Cattle — -e eee _ ais 831,942 1,408,577 
Sheep-skins oo _ vin _ 582,133 3.406, 651 
Sheep - 20s vs _ —— 223,960 | 953,079 





The following table shows the value of the merchandise 
taken by the chief countries importing French West African 
produce :— 

1920. 




















1921. | 

| Frances. | Francs, 
France a _ ioe ... | 183,174,410 | 428,049,333 
United Kingdom 34,649,182 17,208,002 
Holland 13,553,084 4,723,489 
Germany... 6,887,118 265,016 
United States of America.. 6,516,226 5,596,618 
Nigeri = - ~e 6,268,317 1,558,481 
Belgium 2,920,012 417,583 
Italy | 1,935, 885 53,504 

LATIN AMERICA. 
BRAZIL, 
PARA RUBBER MOVEMENTS, 1921-22. 


The receipts, stocks and exports of rubber at Para during 
the first quarter of the crop year 1922-3 show some im- 
provement over the corresponding period of the crop year 


























1921-22, the mcrease in the exports being particularly 
noticeable. 
The following table shows the fluctuations in the 
statistical position during recent months. 
: : . ‘ 
nenne, t Rubber | Total 
Totar | Stock 18 | available | mot, | Stocks in 
Period. Receipts | peginning | fF XPOrt | pyports of Band at 
of of month |@uring the | “Rubber end of 
Rubber. | o. period month or “"* | period or 
eanaad period. month. 
Tons Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
1922-23, | 
July, 1922... 1,200 | 2,099 3,299 | 1,615 1,684 
August, 1922 ... 1,275 1,684 2,959 | 1,376 1,583 
September, 1922 1,800 | 1,583 3,383 | 2,132 1,251 
Total to date... 4,275 2,099 6,374 5,123 1,251 
1921-2, | 
July, 1921 1,200 1,950 8,150 | 1,398 1,752 
August, 1921 .. 1,300 1,752 3,052 946 2.106 
September, 1921 ,650 2,106 3,706 1,122 2,634 
Total to date... 4,150 1,950 6,100 3166 2,634 
1921-2. Ee 
Crop year ended 
30th June, 1922 20,800 1,950 22,750 20,651 2,099 


Of the total receipts of 1,800 tons in the month of 
September, 1922, 1,315 tons were of Up-river grades, 
232 tons of Island grades, and 253 tons were Caucho. Stocks 
in hand on Ist September amounted to 1,583 tons, making 
a total of 3,383 tons available for export; of this total 
2,132 tons were actually exported, 1,568 tons being shipped 
to destinations in Europe. 


The exports month by month since 
vear 1921 have been as follows :- _— 


the beginning of the 








1921, 








1922 
Tons, Tons. 
January... “in _ sii visi 1,722 1,983 
February ... se és oe eos 1,980 2,512 
Mareh a aa ai wis ies 1,271 | 1,893 
April 1,471 2,033 
May 1,694 1,574 
— _ on _ _ — | 1,273 
; 4 ial 200 _— Oe sais 9 15 
August 200 see eos vee 946 on 
Septem ber 1.122 2» 139 
October 2,252 | 
November ... , see je 1,369 | 
December ... wie sole ee 2,296 , 


a 














‘export. 


Commercial Treaties d 


Arrangements. 


AUSTRIA—CZECHO-SLOVAKIA. 
COMMERCIAL CONVENTION. 


The Commercial Convention concluded between Austria 
and Czecho-Slovakia on 4th May, 1921, came into force on 
14th November last, the ratifications having been ex- 
changed onthe 4th of that month. It remains in force until 
three months after notice of denunciation has been given 
by either of the Contracting Parties. 

The Convention provides for reciprocal most-favoured- 
nation treatment for nationals, ships and goods, and also 
as regards the carrying on of business and industry by 
individuals and companies* (with the exception of ban! cing 
and insurance companies). National treat ment is accorde d 
in imatters of taxation. Special provisions deal with those 
companies which, prior to 28th October, 1918, had their 
Head Office in the territory of one Contracting Party and 
also carried on a regular business in the territ ry of the 
other. 








Hach Party undertakes to observe the legislation of the 
other regulating the use of regional marks of origin on 
wines, spirits and beer produced in the territory of the 
other, and measures are to be taken to suppress the import, 
export, sale or putting in circulation of products which are 
illegally marked. 

No higher dues are to be charged on goods or on natural 
or manufactured (including worked-up) protucts of the 
one country on their importation into the other than are 
levied on those of any third country, nor are higher charges 
to be levied on exports. General most-favoured-nation 
reatment is to be accorded in regard to all import and 
export formalities, with the usual exception in the case of 
special benefits granted in frontier traffic to neighbouring 
States. Internal taxation affecting the production, manu- 
facture or consumption of any article coming from the 
territory of the other Party is not to be more onerous than 


in the case of similar home articles. 
Freedom of transit on railways and waterways is recipro- 
eally accorded. As regards goods traffic between the two 


countries the provisions of the International Convention 
of 14th mage sr, 1890, and the amendments and additions 
thereto are to be applied. These provisions are to hold 
good as far as possible a!so in traffic with third countries. 

The New Commercial Convention also contains the usual 
clauses relative to commercial travelers and the treat- 
ment of samples. Identity marks affixed on the latter in 
the territory of one of the Parties will be recognised in the 
territory of the other. National treatment is accorded in 
shipping matters such as the use of canals, bridges, har- 
bours, landing stages, etc. 

A special Agreement is to be concluded dealing with the 
treatment of workmen. 

National treatment is accorded 

Convention in so far 
business. 


by the Protocol annexed to the 
as concerns the entry into and exercise of 





HUNGARY—LATVIA. { 


TREATY OF COMMERCE AND 
NAVIGATION. 

The Board of Trade have received a copy of the French 
text of a Treaty of Commerce and Navigation concluded 
between Hungary and Latvia on 22nd September last. 
The Treaty comes into force ten days after the approval of 
the Latvian National Assembly has been notified to the 
Hungarian Government. It is concluded for an indefinite 
period but may be denounced by either Party on three 
months’ notice being given. 

Under the Treaty the nationals of each of the Con- 
tracting Parties are accorded full liberty to enter, travel 
and reside in the territories of the other. 

Most-favoured-nation treatment is accorded in regard 
to the exercise of trades, professions, industrial enterprises, 
the acquisition, possession, hiring of shops, factories and 
houses and the leasing of Jand; as well as charges, taxes 
and imposts of any kind to which individuals or commercial 
and financial companies may be subject. Similar treat- 
ment is also accorded to ships and their cargoes and to 
goods imported, whether for consumption, warehousing, 
re-export or transit, in the matter of dues, surtaxes, co- 
efficients and imposts, and other formalities of import and 
Internal dues affecting the production, manu- 
facture, or consumption of any article in the territories 
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of one Contracting Party produced by the other are not to 
be higher that those applied to similar products of home 
origin or to similar products originating in any third country. 

National treatment is to be accorded in regard to the 
protection of intellectual property, patents of invention, 


designs and models, trade marks and commercial 
names. Each of the Contracting Parties engages to take 


all necessary measures to guarantee natural or manu- 
factured products originating in the territory of the other 
Party against any form of unfair competition in business, 
to suppress and prohibit the importation, warehousing 
and exportation as well as the manufacture and sale of 
ali products bearing, either on themselves or on their 
outer packing, marks, names, inscriptions or other signs 
giving directly or indirectly false indications as to their 
nature or origin. 

Full freedom of transit is provided for and both countries 
engage to conform to the provisions of the Barcelona 
Convention to which they are parties. Further, in order 
to facilitate transit they agree to concede reciprocally 
the benefits of bonded transit warehouses for 
National treatment is granted in connection with expenses 
of transport on railways and waterways. 

The usual provisions are mace for the import and re- 
export of commercial travellers’ samples. 

The Contracting Parties agree that the grant of privileges 
in the following special cases is not to be taken as derogating 
from the principle of most-favourecd-nation treatment on 
which the treaty is based : privileges accorded to adjoining 
States ; privileges accorded in view of customs unions ; 
and privileges and immunities granted by Latvia to any 
of the Baltic States or to Russia as the result of a special 
agreement, 


7 
Loot iS. 





PERU. 
DENUNCIATION OF TREATIES 


H.M. Minister at Lima reports that the Peruvian Govern- 
ment have denounced the Peru-Japanese Treaty of 18965 
and the Peru—Italian Treaty of 1874. 





-_— 
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COLONIAL PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


A list of Colonial Publications on Trade and other subjects 
recently received and filed for reference at the Enquiry 
Office, Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, S.W. 1 

Australia : : , 

River Murray Waters Act. Report for the year 1921-22, of the 
River Murray Commission. wae 

Reports and Statement of Accounts of the Electrolytic Zine Company 
4 Australia, Limited, for the year ended 30th June, 1922. 





2. 

Seiad silo n and Vital Statistics. Bulletin No. 39. Commonwealth 
Pemography, 1921, and Previous Years. Price 5s, 

Department of De fence. Estimates of Expenditure, 

I ‘ice oa. 

Prransport and Communication. Bulletin No. 13. Summary of 
Commonweaith Statistics of Transport and Communic ation for 
the Years 1911 to 1921. Price Is. 

Trade between the Commonwealth and China. Price 6d. 

Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works. Report 
(together with Minutes of Evidence) relating to the Proposed 
Establishment of an Automatic Telephone Exchange at South 
Melbourne, Victoria. Price 6d. 

Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works. Report 
(together with Minutes of Evidence) relating to the Proposed 
Establishment of Automatie Telephone Exchange at East 
Sydney, Randwick, Waverley and Gordon, New South Wales. 
Price 6d. 

Annual Report of the South 
the Y« car 1921-22. 
Queensland Railways. Report of the Commissioner for Railways 

for the Y ear ended 30th June, 1922. Price 3s. 6d. 

Papua. Annual Revort for the Year 1920-21. Price 3s. 3d. 

TASMANIA : 

Statistics of the State of Tasmania for the Year 1 920-21, (Compiled 

in the office of the Government Statistician from official records.) 
Mew Zealand : 
teturn showing the Investment of Departmental Funds. 

Representation Commission’s Report. Price 3s. 9d. 

Report regarding the Organisation and Operations of the Repatriation 
Departme nt. Price 3d. 

Annual Report of the De partmen nt of Internal Affairs for the Year 
ended 31st March, 1922. Price 6d. 

Public Accounts for the Financial Year 1921-1922. Price 1s. 3d. 

Report on the Production of Pig Iron and Steel from New Zealand 
Titaniferous Ironsands. Price 6d. 

Railways Statement, 1922. By the Minister of Railways. (n- 
cluding Annual Report of General Manager of Rai ilways.) 
Report of the State Forest Service for the Year ended 3ist March, 

1922, Price 9d. 

Fifth Annual Report of the Dupettene nt of Industries and Commerce 
(Board of Trade). Price 

Review of Operations of the Department of Imperial Government 
Supplies, covering the period from 1st April, 1921, to 30th 
June, 1922. Price 6d. 

Second Re port on Enemy Property in New Zealand by the Public 
Trustee as Custodian of Enemy Property and as Controller of 
the New Zealand Clearing Office. Price 6d. 

Report of the Board of Agriculture for the Year 1921-22. Price 6d. 

The Annual Sheep Returns for the Year ended 30th “April, 1922. 
Price 9d. 

Re port on the Working of the State Coal-Mines for the Year ended 
31st March, 1922. Price 6d. 
seas Statement for the Year 1921. By the Minister of Mines. 

Price 1s. 3d. 


1922-23. 


Australian Railways Commissioner for 


Price 3d. 
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Shipping. 
BRAZIL. 


PORT REGULATIONS 
JANETRO. 


The Commercial Secretary to H.M. Embassy at Rio de 
Janeiro has forwarded a translation of Decree No. 15766 
of 30th October last, published in the ‘* Diario Official ”’ 
of lst November, relative to the establishment of a free 
port (zona franca) on Governor’s Island, in the Port of 
Rio de Janeiro, together with the Regulations accompany- 
ing such Decree. 

The translation above referred to may be consulted by 
United Kingdom firms mterested on application to the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Shipping and ‘Transport 
Section), 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


JAMAICA, 


HARBOUR FEES AND LIGHT 
EXEMPTION LAW, 1922. 

A Law exempting all vessels, including coasting ships, 
from the payment of harbour fees and light dues at any 


port of this island, came into operation in Jamaica on 
12th October. 








FREE AT RIO DE 








DUES 





PERU. 
FUMIGATION OF SHIPS. 


With regard to ships arriving from abroad or from 
‘** Peruvian ports in the South ”’ (the latter being the Chilean 
disputed ports), information has been received from H.M. 
Consul at Callao that the new rates chargeable are about 
double those previously ruling, and are already in force. 

While the regulation previously in force required ships 
coming from the south to fumigate in Ilo, where the 
(,xovernment has a fumigation plant, it is understood that 
=hips have, in fact, been proceeding to Mollendo for fumiga- 
tion. Apparently the Government intend to enforce the 
call at Ilo in the future. 

A translation of the recently issued Decree respecting 
the new rates chargeable may be obtained from the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W. 1, or may be seen at the City Office of the 
Department (Shipping and Transport Section), 73, Basing- 
hall Street, London, E.C. 3, where personal enquiries 
as to shipping and transport generally may be made. 








SOUTH AFRICA. 
ALGOA BAY PORT WORKS. 


Shipping in Algoa Bay has enjoyed no protection against 
the south-easterly winds that periodically sweep its waters 
with extreme violence since the old wooden breakwater had 
to be destroyed, states the ‘‘ Cape Times ”’ in an article 
forwarded by H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner at Cape 
Town. 

The present works will entirely remedy that defect, 
however. Thus far the sum of £189,538 has been spent on 
the new outer works on titan cranes, extensive plant equip- 
ment, the opening up of special quarries, etc., the cost before 
a single conerete block had been laid on the bed of the sea. 
The entire harbour, planned by the Chief Harbour Engineer 
of the Union of South Africa, will cost about £4,500,000. 

At present the port possesses three wrought-iron jetties 
—the North, 1,162 ft. long; the South, 1,152 ft. long ; 
and the Dom Pedro, 1,462 ft. long—all of which have no 
protection from the weather. The new scheme will pro- 
vice a north breakwater, and the erection of two concrete 
quays having their bases at the sea wall now protecting 
therailway. Thenorthern breakwater will have a length of 
6,500 ft. 

The southern—the Burton Breakwater, upon which work 
is now proceeding—will be 8,500 ft. in length and will 
have the Dom Pedro, the most southerly jetty, as its base. 
It will run practically due east for 1,600 feet, bend north- 
east for 2,000 ft., and then run mentite for 4.900 ft. The 
sheltered area thus enclosed will be about 807 acres in 
extent. At points north of the existing jetty, jutting out 
from the centre of the city, there will be ultimately two 
wharves 2,000 ft. in length and 400 ft. in width. They will 
be based on reclaimed ground, and will be the second portion 
of the scheme, to be commenced when the southern break- 
water has been completed. 
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Minerals and Metals. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
IRON AND STEEL OUTPUT IN NOVEMBER. 


The following tabular statement relating to iron and 
steel output in recent months has been issued by the 
National Federation of [ron and Steel Manufacturers :— 


| Steel Ingots 


_ and Castings. 





Pig Iron, 




















Tons. Tons. 

1913. Average monthly 855,000 638,600 
1920. Average monthly 669.500 755,600 
1921. Average mouthlv 217,600 302,200 

1921. 
November 271,800 443.000 
December 270,000 381,000 

IQ») 
January 282,000 327,500 
Februaiy : si wa _ 300.100 418,800 
March ye i” sii oes 289,800 049,400 
April... se aie 39 4,300 404, 200 
May ... ” i se iwi 407.900 462,300 
June ... ies fale - nas 369,200 400,200 
July ... “ - mae ne 399.100 473,100 
August 411,700 528,400 
September. _ 450,500 655,900 
October 481,500 565, 200 
November 493,900 600,800 


The output in November, 1922, was, both for pig iron 
and steel, the highest attained since the coal stoppage of 
last year. In the case of pig iron, however, production 
was still only 57 per cent. of the average monthly pro- 
duction of 1915. Included in the pig iron produced in 
November were 148,690 tons of hematite, 145,000 tons 
of basic, 134.900 tons of foundry, and 33,100 tons of 


forge pig iron. 





FRANCE, 


IRON ORE MINES OF BRITTANY. 
(From H.AMI. Consul.) 





NANTES. 

The following particulars regarding the iron ore mines 
in the Chateaubriant Basin have been furnished by the 
Engineer of Mines at Nantes :— 

Segre Mines.-—The external equipment of the mines and 
their internal construction has been completed. The 
modern plant obtained renders it possible to exploit both 
the Bois and Aulnais concessions, and to extract, at two 
points, a total of 1,500 tons of ore daily, ov about 450,000 
tons per annuin. 

At the present time the Segre mines are able to satisfy 
the requirements of the metallurgical industries of the Lower 
Loire, which amount to 18,000 tons per month, and can 
furnish 15,000 to 20,000 tons of ore per month. Latterly 
the ore exported has gone to Germany, but negotiations 
have been entered into with British works for its utilisation, 
which appear iikely to have a satisfactory outcome. 

The Segre ore contains, on an average, 52 per cent. 
iron and 12 per cent. silica, and it is considered certain 
that regular deliveries of good quality can be guaranteed. 

Teillay Mines.—The external equipment of the mines and 
preliminary internal construction work are actively going 
forward. The production in 1923 will reach 100,000 tons, 
and in 1924 it may be expected to rise to 200,000 tons. It 
is not thought likely that the latter figure will be increased 
in the following years, but the equipment is so designed 
as to be capable of easy expansion in case of need. 

The ore extracted is for the most part available for 
export. It contains, on an average, 55 per cent. of iron 
and 11 per cent. of silica. A large part of the deposit has 
been prospected, and is believed to contain 20 million 
tons of marketable ore. 


SWEDEN. 


IRON AND STEEL TRADE, JANUARY- 
OCTOBER. 

According to statistics supplied by the Swedish Con- 
sulate-General in London, imports of iron and steel into 
Sweden during the first ten months of the current year 
amounted to 105,490 tons, as compared with 114,900 tons 
in the corresponding period of last year. Exports of iron 
and steel from Sweden within the same time totalled 
142,200 ton- against 117,200 tons in January—October, 
1921. 
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Textiles. 


B.A.W.R.A. WOOL. 


STOCKS AND DISPOSALS, JANUARY- 
NOVEMBER. 

The British Australian Wool Realisation Association 
has issued the following summary of total stocks of wool 
held at 3lst December, 1921, and the disposals during the 
eleven completed months of 1922 :— 











| Stock and Disposals to Stock and 
afloat at 31st; 30th Nov. afloat at30th 


Description. 
Dec., 1921. | 1922. | Nov., 1922. 























Bales. | Bales. | Bales. 
Australian-—Merino : | 
Combing _... sila ~ 308,048 | 247,481 | 60,567 
Clothing... eK ae 67.399 61,428 | 5,971 
Carbonising ... won ove 44,070 36, 803 7,267 
Totals, merino ... on 73,805 





| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

419,517 | 345,712 

Crossbred Combing : | 
| 

| 


| 
| 
| 

158,215 | 173,165 
| 
| 
| 


Fine 50/58/60’s 331,380 
Med. 44/46’s . 121,569 21,294 100,275 
Low 40’s and below ... 55,905 11,517 44,448 
Clothing : | 
Fine 50/58/60's we 91,1388 | 20,046 31,092 
Med. 44/46’s ... =... 82,870 | ~~ 6,685 26, 1 85 
Low 40’s and below ... 19,541 | 3,808 15,833 
Carbonising : | 
Fine 50/58/60's 84,166 | 19.528 | 64,638 
Med. 44/46’s ... 0. 45,9893 9365 | 36,620 
3,127 | 10,226 


Low 49’s and below... 13,353 









































| 

Totals, crossbred ... 756,067 | 253,585 | 502,482 
Grand Totals, Australian 1,175,584 | 599,297 | 576,287 

, v | | 
New Zealand—Merino : eis 2,732 | 267 | 2,465 

Crossbred (Bulk combing) : | | 
Fine 56/58’s_... ity 17,221 7,485 |, 9,736 
Med. 46/50’s 149,197 | 62,983 | 86.214 
Low 44’s and below 211,465 86,692 | 124,773 
Slipes.. 6... we) ):126,282 | 52,810 | 73,442 
Scoured _ = ; 127,255 59.278 | 67,977 
Grand Totals, New Zealand 634,152 | 269,545 | 864,607 
South African as oe 80,652 80,652 | Nil 
Grand Totals ™ ... | 1,890,388 949,494 *940,894 














* Does not include 8 bales of re-conditioned wool 
Notre.—Of the stocks of wool shown above, one-half of the 
Australian wool and the whole of the New Zealand and South 
African wool belongs to the British Government. The other half 
of the Anstralian wool belones to the British Australian Wool 
Realisation Association, Limited. 


_ — 
——" 


BOOKS, ETc., RECEIVED. 


Bank of ‘Finland, 1921 Year Book. Compiled by the 
Statistical Department of the Bank of Finland, Vol. 2. 
Printed at the Finnish Literary Society’s Printing Works, 
Helsingfors. 

This second annual issue of the Bank of Finland’s 
year book, which is published in Finnish, Swedish and 
English, has been compiled mainly according to the same 
plan as the first issue. As the present volume deals 
solely with the year 1921, the summaries of previous 
years have been reduced. The tables drawn up from 
the monthly balance sheets, which show the note cir- 
culation and home loans of the Bank of Finland, have, 
however, been retained. Among new tables attention is 
drawn to those showing the relations between the gold 
reserve and the combined habilities payable on demand 
during the years 1914-1921, the composition of the 
ordinary and the supplementary cover for the note issue 
at the close of 1921, the deposits in open custody at the 
close of the years 1902-1921, and the changes caused in 
the note circulation and home loans of the Bank of Fin- 
land by the varying economic conditions and seasons of 
the year during the time when normal circumstances 
prevailed. 

The body of the book has been somewhat enlarged, 
particularly the section dealing with the Joint Stock 
banks. 

The reading matter has been compiled by the Statisti- 
cian of the Bank of Finland, while the tables have been 
drawn up under the direction of the Assistant Statistician. 
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Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 





BRITISH EMPIRE. 





FEDERATED MALAY STATES. 


RESTRICTION ON EXPORTATION OF 
RUBBER. 


The Sixth Supplement to the “ Federated Malay States 
Government Gazette’? of 20th October contains copy of 
the Export of Rubber (Restriction) Enactment, No. 19 of 
1922 (Notification No. 6645), which came into force on Ist 
November. 

This Enactment empowers the Chief Secretary to Govern- 
ment to make rules for the purpose of imposing an export 
duty on rubber or for regulating or restricting the export 
of rubber from the Federated Malay States. Section 4 (1) 
of the Enactment provides that an export duty so imposed 
shall be in place of any export duty leviable under the 
Customs Enactment, 1920. 

‘* Rubber ”’ is defined to mean latex from plantation 
Para rubber trees, whether treated or untreated. 





a 


RUBBER EXPORT DUTIES. 

The Seventh Supplement to the same issue of the 
‘*Gazette ’’ contains copy of the Export of Rubber (Restric- 
tion) Rules, 1922 (Notification No. 6647), made under the 
above-mentioned Enactment. 

The rules provide, ¢nter alia, that no person shall export 
rubber except under and in accordance with :— 

(a) A certificate of standard production (i.e., the 
quantity of dry rubber produced from any 
holding between Ist November, 1919, and 31st 
October, 1920, or such other quantity as may be 
certified by the prescribed authority to be the 
standard production of any holding); or 

(6) a@ coupon; or 

(c) a provisional licence. 

Rule 14 provides for the imposition of a duty on rubber 
exported under licence at the following rates :— 








Rate of Duty. 





(1) On all rubber exported endo coupon or 
provisional licence 

(2) On rubber exported under certiticate of 
standard production and quarterly 
licence : 

(a) Not exceeding the quantity authorise | 
by such licence to be ane at the 
minimum rate of duty 

(4) Exceeding such quantity in ace ord: ance 
with the following scale : 

Percentage by Which amount of rubber 
exported exceeds the author:sed per- 
centage of one quarter of standard 
production sine a“ 





2 cents per Ib. 


2 cents per lb, 


Export duty to be 
levied and paid on 

} yy . 
each pound of rubbei 
exported during the 


quarter. 
Not exceeding 5 ~ 14 cents. 
Exceeding 5 but not ex - eeding 10... 174 ceuts. 


For every additional excess of 5 or 
part of 5 An additional 33 cents 
provided that the 
maximum export 
duty shall uot exceed 
42 cents. 





For the purposes of this rule— 

(a) 1 gallon of latex shall be taken as equivalent to 3 [be of rubber. 

(2) Bark shavings from rubber trees shall be taken to contain 20 
per cent. by weight of rubber. 

(c) Tree scrap, Jump scrap and earth rubber shall be taken to 
contain 75 per cent. by weight of rubber. 

(7) Naturally dried slab rubber shall be taken to contain 80 
per cent. by weight of rubber. 





REVISED IMPORT DUTIES ON ALCOHOLIC 


LIQUORS 
The Third Supplement to the ** Federated Malay StateS 
Government Gazette ” of 20th October contains Govern- 
ment Notification No. 6639, which imposes as from 24th 
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October the following revised import duties on alcoholic 
liquors :— 








| Duty. 
| Dols. 


A. Arrack, brandy, whisky, rum, gin and any other intoxi- 

cating liquors not hereinafter provided for...per proof gallon | 10.C0 
Provided that the duty on brandy, whisky, rum and gin 
imported in bottle and accepted by the Pr oper Officer 

of Customs as not exceeding 81 per cent. of proof spirit 


shall be ' per gallon | 7.20 
B, Japanese saki and Chinese samsu, including medicated 
samsu ... . per ‘proof gallon | 9.00 
C, Bitters and lique urs not ex xceeding 100 per cent. of proof 
— - per gallon | 10.00 
). Sparkling wines not ‘exceeding 42 per cent. of proof spirit 
per gallon 4.50 


K. All still wines (including medicated wines) not exceeding 
42 per cent. of proof spirit, excepting claret of a strength 
not exceeding 30 per cent. of proof spirit... per gallon | 3.00 

F. Claret of a strength not exceeding 30 per cent. of proof 
spirit, ale, beer, stout, porter, cider and perry... per gallon | 0.90 








Definitions.—In the above table the words ‘‘ intoxicating liquors, ” 
“liquor,” ‘*medicated wines” and ‘gallon ” have the meaning 
assigned to them under the ‘‘ Excise Enactment, 1915.” “* Prool 
spirit ” means a liquid containing 49°24 per cent. by weight of alcohol 
aud 50°76 per cent. by weight of distilled water, and having a specific 
gravity at 60 deg. Fahrenheit of 91984.  ‘* Proof gallon ” means a 
gallon of proof spirit. A duty payable on any liquor ‘ ‘per proof 
gallon’ means a duty payable upon the maximum number of proof 
vallons which the alcohol contained in such liquor, when mixed with 
water, is capable of forming. 





STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 





PROPOSED RESTRICTION ON EXPORT 
OF RUBBER. 


The “‘ Straits Settlements Government Gazette ”’ of 21st 
October contains copy of a Bill, to be operative as from 
Ist November, 1922, proposing to regulate the export of 
rubber from certain parts of the Straits Settlements. 

The Bill which is on the lines of the Rubber Enactment 
and Rules in operation in the Federated Malay States 
(notices of which appear in the present issue of this 
‘* Journal ’’), provides that no person shall export rubber 
from Malacca, Province Wellesley or the Dindings except 
on production of a licence or coupon authorising such 
export and on payment of export duty. 

The Bill further prescribes the export duties which shall 
be imposed on all rubber exported from the above-men- 
tioned parts of the Straits Settlements and provides that 
the maximum duty leviable, in cases where the rubber 
exported exceeds the prescribed percentage of standard 
production, shall not exceed 42 cents per pound. 





REVISED IMPORT DUTIES ON ALCOHOLIC 
LIQUORS. 


The “ Straits Settlements Government Gazette ”’ of 3rd 
November contains copy of a Resolution passed by the 
Legislative Council of the Straits Settlements on 23rd 
October, 1922, enforcing (as from 24th October, 1922) 
revised import duties on alcoholic liquors. The new duties 
are at the same rates as those in force in the Federated 
Malay States, det ails of which are given in the present issue 
of this “ Journal .’ 

The Resolution also provides that the Excise duties 
payable on intoxicating liquors distilled or fermented 
locally shall be nine-tenths of the corresponding import 
duties, and further that the importation of such liquors 
into the Cocos Islands shall be duty-free. 





UGANDA. 





IMPORTATION OF COTTON SEED, ETC., 
PROHIBITED. 


A Notice (No. 525 of 1922), issued by the Acting Governor 
of Uganda on 27th October, prohibits the importation into 
the Protectorate of cotton seed, cotton lint or seed cotton, 
except with the permission of the Director of Agriculture. 








718 THE BOARD OF 


CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. 





FOREIGN. 





BELGIOM. 
IMPORT AND EXPORT OF PLANTS 


The ** Moniteur Belge ’’ for 30th November contains a 
Roval Decree, dated 2nd September, which provides for 
the institution of an efticial phytopathological service in 
Belgium. The Decree also prohibits the importation of 
horticultural and nursery plants and of other products 
to be designated by the Belgian Minister of Agriculture, 
when they are infected in such a manner as to be harmful 
to cultivation. The Minister is also authorised to restrict 
or prohibit the impor tation of certain kinds or varieties of 
plants coming from particular countries. 

The exportation of horticultural and nursery plants is 
permitted only upon the production of a certificate from 
the official phytopathological service, attesting that the 
plants are free from infection hermful to cultivation. 

The text of the Decree may be seen by persons interested 
on application to the Tariff Section of the Department ot 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 


DENMARK. 
IMPORTATION OF DOGS. 


H.M. Commercial Secretary at Copenhagen reports that 
dogs may be imported into Denmark provided they are 
accompanied by a certificate stating that rabies has not 
broken out within six months in the district from which the 
dogcomes. The anima! is examined on entering Denmark, 
and is placed under quarantine for four months. The com- 
plete regulations, which come into operation in the middle 
of December, may be seen by persons interested on applica- 
tion to the Tariff Section of the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. lL. 














GERMANY. 
PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES 


The * Deutscher Reichsanzeiger ”’ for 15th December 
contams a Proclamation, dated 14th December, which 
increases to 189,900 per cent., for the period 20th to 26th 
December, the soutien or “agio”’ levied when the ** gold ”’ 
duties of the German Customs Tariff are paid in paper 
currency. 

(The surtax for the 
178,900 per cent. } 


period up to 18th December was 





IMPORT FREE LIST AMENDED. 

In virtue of a Proclamation, dated 9th December, and 
published in the * Deutscher Re ichsanzelger si for 13th 
December, the following articles are exempted froin import 
licence requirement on importation into Germany, as from 
23rd December :— | | 








ex 79 Mahogany, palisander. boxwool, ebony, teak and Guaiacum 
wood, sawn longitudinally or otherwise prepared, not 
yaned. 
ex 176 Dry fodder with addition of molasses (Welasselratt fitter). 





ry %} 


The following articles are subject to import licence as 
from 23rd December :— 


ex 202 Unbaked wares with addition of sugar—eg., wares of 
hassorin or tragacanth gum with added sugar; fruit 
kernels, spiees, chestnuts, kitchen vegetables, nuts, fruit. 
seeds, southern fruit peels southern fruits and othe 


plants and parts of plants, coated with suvar (candied, 
ied). 





GREECE. 
IMPORT PROHIBITIONS WITHDRAWN. 


H.M. Commercial Secretary at Athens has forwarded 
copy oi a Greek Royal Decree dated lst November (o.s.), 
Which withdraws as froma the same date the prohibition 
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on the importation of so-called luxury articles imposed by 
Law No. 2960 of 30th July (see “ Board of Trade Journal ” 
for 28th September, 1922, pages 355-6). The list of articles 
was given at page 108 of this *‘ Journal ” for 27th July. 





MODIFICATION OF “COEFFICIENTS OF 
INCREASE.” 

A further Royal Deerce of the same date modifies the 
list of goods the duties on which are subject to * coefficients 
of increase”’’ by Article 2 of Law No. 2960. The following 
statement shows the coeffic: ents now applicable. 


sl oi | Coefficient 
TFarifi 











N Articles. of 
S8.U- Increase. 
15 Caviar, black, and fish roes ... _ iia 3 
1037 Benzine (petrol)... - site ak on: 2 


139) 3 =** Lowevurn,’ chocolate, chocolate cream, 


candied fruits, fondants 2 

1442 Aneritives, etc, - 3 

ex 147 Alcoholic bever ages . aie shia 5) 
187 Ready-made dresses for * women 2 
279 Articles made of white metal ... 2 
o43@ , Imitation precious stones _ _ oes %) 








GUATEMALA. 
EXPORTATION OF CATTLE. 


H.M. Consul General at Guatemala reports that, in 
virtue of a Decree issued on 2nd November, the exportation 
of cattle from the Republic is restricted to animals weighing 
over 900 ib. live-weight, whilst cows may be exported only 
when no longer fit for breeding purposes and if over eight 
Years old. 

An export duty of 1-50 dols. United States currency wil! 
be charged for each animal exported. 








ITALY. 
PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. 


With reference to previous notices under the above 
heading, H.M. Commercial Secretary at Rome reports, 
by telegraph, that the price fixed, for the second half of 
December, for certificates for the payment of Customs 
cluties is 393 hre per 100 lire gold, Le., the surcharge when 
duties are paid in paper Is 295 per cent. 

[Norz.— — price of certificates for the first half of 
Decem ber ‘as 414 live for 100 lire gold. | 


- 





MADAGASCAR, 





MODIFICATION OF IMPORT DUTIES 

The “ Journal Officiel ” of Madagascar and Dependencies 
for 28th October contains two Decroos of the Governor- 
Genera!, dated 25th October, rendering applicable in the 
Colony the French Presidential Decree of 6th August, 
increasing the import duties on sago, tapioea, ete., and that 

4th September, which suspended the *‘ General ’”’ Cus- 
toms mata on erude sulphate of ammonia. Particulars 
of the Deeree of 6th August were given on page 191 of 
the issue of this “ Journal” for 17th August, whilst the 
later Decree was noted at page 302-of this ‘* Journal ”’ 
for 14th September last. 





MENXICO. 





MODIFICATION OF IM?VORT DUTIES. 

The ‘* Diario Oficial’? (Mexiec) for 11th November 
contams a Presidential Decree, dated 27th October, which 
reduces, as from the former date, the import duty on 
natural and artificial mineral waters from 25to 10 centavos 
per kilog. (gross weight). 

H.M. Representative in Mexico report that a further 
Presidential Decree, dated 15th November, withdraws the 
import duty on jute, manilla hemp, agave, istle, sisal 
hemp, and New Zealand flax (nhormium tenax), in the 
leaf or dressed (Tariff No. 78). 

‘pe ** Diario Oficial’? for 25th November contains 
a Presidential Decree, dated 16th November, which 
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amends No. 322k of the Import Duties Tariff to read 
as follows :— 

Sacks made of any of the fabrics specified in Nos. 31 
322p [cotton fabrics] shall pay 50 per cent. of t 
duty payable on the cloth of which they are made. 

These sacks formerly paid the duty on the fabric of 
which they are made plus 10 per cent. 

A further Presidential Decree, dated 18th November, 
imposes from Ist January next an import duty of 10 per 
cent. ad valorem on pianos, pianos for practice, and mute 
pianos (Tariff No. 702 bis), which were formerly free of 
import duty. 


= 
he 





NORWAY. 





IMPORTATION OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES. 

H.M. Representative at Christiania reports that, as 
from Ist Janu: ary 1923, beer of any alcoholic strength, and 
wine, fruit w ine and mead which doinot contain more than 
14 per cent. of alcohol by volume, may be imported only 
through A/S Vinmonopolet. 

[As notified at page 263 of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal ” 
for 7th September, the Company also possess the sole right 
to import spirits and strong wine for medicinal, technical 
and scientific purposes. ] 


aoe 





RUSSIA. 





EXPORT OF GRAIN PRODUCTS, CEREALS, 
VEGETABLES, ETC. 

H.M. Representative at Moscow reports that a notice 
published in ‘“ Pravda” of 19th November announces 
that the Customs Tariff Committee has abolished the 
regulation prohibiting the export of grain products to 
foreign countries. The export from Russia of grain pro- 
ducts, rice, wheat, rye, barley, oats, millet, maize, etc., 
as well as peas, beans, lentils, potatoes, meal of all kinds, 
and beet, is permitted free of duty. 

In addition, no duty is to be charged in the case of the 
export of all kinds of vegetables, melons, fruits, berries, 
nuts and tobacco. 





SYRIA AND LEBANON. 





IMPORTATION OF COTTON SEED. 


H.M. Consul-General at 
seed may only be imported into Syria and Lebanon through 
the port of Beyrout. The seed must be accompanied by 
a certificate from the competent authority of the country 
of origin, certifying that it is free from disease and harmful 
insects ; failing which it will be disinfected by the Syrian 
Department of Agriculture on avrival. 


sevrout reports that cotton 





RECENT OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS. 


Publications relating to Commerce, Industry, ete., recently 
issued by various Government Departments. To be obtained from 
H.M. Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, 
W.C. 2, and Branches. (Post free prices are in parentheses. ) 


Boiler Explosion Reports :-— 


No. 2583. Explosion from the Main Boiler on board the 8.8. ‘Ixion,”’ 
of Glasgow. O.N. 114026. (63d. 

No. 2584. Explosion from a Hot-Table at the rks of Messrs. Barrett 
and Elers, Ltd., Hackney Wieck, London, F.9. (64d.) 

No. 2587. D xplosion from a Blow-down Py ne at Lambton Coke Works 
Fencehouses, Durham. (634.) 

No. 2589. Explosion of a Heating Tube in a Baker's Oven at Harrogate. 
(63d. ) 


Colonial Office Annual Reports : 
No. 1159. Hong Kong. KR veport for 1921 (abridged). (is. 14.) 
No. 1140. Straits Settlements, 1021. (1s. 102d.) 

East India. Sti atistical Abstr et or lating to British India from 1910-11 to 
1919-20. 55th Numb r. (6s, 4d.) 

Mines Depertme nt. Reports of H.M. Inspectors of Mines, 1921. Division 
G. Midland and Sonthern. (3s. &d. 

Ministry of Transport. Road Fund Administration. Report for year 1921- 

.) 


py A (2s. Re 

Overseas Trade Department Report. © anad: i. Financial, Industrial and 
Commercial Conditions. September, 192 (28, od.) | 

Railway Statistics. Great Britain. Monthly, No. 34, September, 1922. 
2s. 74k d. 

Safeguarding of Industries Act, 1921. Report by Committce apnoi inted to 
enquire into Complaint under Part If of the Act, in respeet of Vulcanised 


Fibre. (64d.) 

Signal Letters of British Ships. 1922. Monthly Supplement corrected to 
30th November, 1922. (63d.) ; 

Trade and a the United Kingdom. Monthly Accounts, November, 
1922. (6s. 4 


Openings for British Trade, 


FACILITIES OFFERED TO BRITISH TRADERS. 


The Department of Overseas Trade has at its command an 
extensive overseas Intelligence system, which comprises the 
Commercial, Diplomatic ‘and Consular Services in foreign 
countries and T rade Commissioners and Imperial or other Trade 
Correspondents in the Empire. 

From this Intelligence Service information on all subjects of 
commercial interest is received at the Department, where it is 
collated and classified in a form convenient for reference, and 
is available to any British trader upon personal or written appli- 
cation to the Department at 35, Old Queen Street, West- 
minster, London, S.W. 1. 

The information at the disposal cf the Department is of a 
widely varied nature, and includes such matters as the follow- 
ing: Sources of supply, prices, ete., of trade products ; 
Foreign and Colonial contracts open to tender ; openings for 
British trade abroad; general conditions prev vailing in Overseas 
markets; demand for particular articles abroad; nature and 
extent of foreign competition, and suggestions for meeting it; 
methods of distribation and marketing; “credit conditions, terms 
of payment, etc., abroad; firms at home engaged in particular 
lines of business; Foreign and Colonial importers of British 
goods; firms or individuals considered suitable to act as repre- 
sentatives or agents for British firms, Foreign and Colonial 
Tariff and Customs regulations; statistics of Imports or 
Exports; forms of Certificates of Ori cin; regulations concerning 
commercial travellers, Consular Invcices; shipping and trans- 
port, etc., etc. 

a addition, samples of foreign commpotstivs goods and com- 





are alii for inspection by British cota at 7 to i, Old 
Bailey, London, E.C. 
METHODS OF ADDRESSING ENQUIRIES. 

The Department of Overseas Trade invite applications for 
assistance from manufacturers and exporters of British goods 
who are desirous of initiating or extending Overseas connec- 
tions, but it is desired to call attention to one or two pvcints, 
the observance of which will facilitate the supply of the in- 
formation required. 

Where the enquiry concerns an Overseas market the appli- 
cant, may, of course, apply direct to H.M. Trade Commissioners 
or Imperial or other Trade Correspondents in the British 
Empire, and to H.M. Commercial Diplomatic or Consular 
Officers in Foreign Countries, but it is generally advisable te 
communicate in the first instance with the a of Over. 
seas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street. London, S.W. , as the in- 
formation required is frequently already in the somata of 
the Department, and the delay involved in communicating with 
the Officers abroad can therefore often be avoided. Should the 
information required not be available in London, the Depart- 
ment will make all necessary enquiries abroad on the appli- 
cant’s behalf. 

When making application for information enquiries should 
clearly specify :— 

(1) The countries concerning which information is required ; 

(2) The precise kind of goods ; and 

(3) The particular points in regard to which the informa- 
tion is sought. 

By following this method of making their enquiries as specific 
as possi ible applicants will materially assist the Department in 
its endeavour to supply the precise information required. 








[NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS. 
—British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
ersons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
‘Openings for Trade” by applying to the Department of 
Overseas Trade, and quoting the specific reference number 
and country. 

In cases of doubt or difficulty in regard to restrictions on 
trading, reference should be made personally or by letter 
to the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1.] 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, excep! where otherwise stated. 


P 
‘ 





The following commercial information as to openings for the 
sale of British and Irish goods in overseas markets and other 
connected matters has been distributed during the past week by 
the Department of Overseas Trade, through its ‘‘ Special 
Register ’’ service. United Kingdom manufacturers and ex- 
porters are invited to apply to the Department of Overseas 
Trade should they be desirous of receiving further particulars 
of the “‘ Special Register ’’ service, or of the openings for trade 
given below, queting the reference numbers in each case :-— 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


eT eee 





Avstralia.-—-Impedance bonds for power signalling—Tenders invited. 
(10111/E.D./E C.) 
Three-position line relays for power 
invited. (10105'E D./E.C. 
Electric motors (450 b.h.p.) with starters, switchboards and 
spares—Tenders invited, (19187/E.D./E.C.) 


signalling-—Tenders 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 





Electric transformers, induction voltage regulators and contro] 
equipment — Tenders invited. (10192/E.D./E.C.) 


Three-phase A.C. motors, ete.—Tenders imvited. (10194/ 
E.D./E.C.) 
Accumulator cells and accessories--Tenders invited. (10195/ 


E D./E.C.) 
Feeder protective apparatus for sub-stations—Tenders invited. 
(10185/E.D./E.C.) 
Canada,— Epsom salts—Quotations invited. (10169/E.D./C.C.) 
Surgical dressings and instruments —Catalogues, price lists, 
ec., required. (10143/E.D./C.C.) 

South A/frica.—Klectric motors and starting gear—Tenders invited. 
(10159/E.D./E.C./A.) 

Plant and equipment fer electric power station extensions— 
Tenders invited. (7093/T.E./E.C.) 
Electric transformers—Tenders invited. 

PBulgaria.—Porcelain insulators—Tenders invited. 

Norway —Motor fire engines—Prospective openings. 
K.C./B.) (5480/F.R /E.C.) 

Roumania.—Demand for cotton yarns (mule, hardwater and double), 
(8929/F.E /T.C./A.) 

Serb-Croat-Slovene Kingdom. —Military clothing and equipment 
(including uniform cloth, calico, linen for tunies, hempen cloth 
for mattresses, underclothing, cotton and leather gloves, badges, 
buttons, cord, ete.)—Tenders invited. (9540/F.E./T.C.) 

Spain.—Engraving and printing machinery required by Spanish 
Mint. (6103/34/F.L./E.C ) 

Siweden.—Commiercial motor vehicles competition. 

Netherland Eust IJIndies,--Motor touring cars —Trade 
803/7/F.G./E.C.) 

Egypt. — Carpenters’, saddlers’, shoemakers’, tinsmiths’ and founders’ 
tools; brushmaking tools and materials, linen threads and 
cordage—Catalegues invited. (9565/F.E./G.C.) 

Argentina —Forged steel wheels for rolling stock—Tenders invited. 
(7252; F.1,./E.C. ) 

Chile.—Metal ingots (antimony, tin, lead and zine), pig iron, 
‘*Cintilla ’ and coke—Tenders invited. (6858/1/F.L./E.C.) 
Vruguay.—Low tension armoured cable, telephone cable and acces- 

soriles—Tenders invited. (7201/F.L./E.C./A ) 
V.I.R. cable—Tenders invited. (7201/t'.L./E.C./B.) 


(10159 E.D./E.C.) 
(9550/F. E./E.C.) 
(3168/F.R./ 


(6650/F. R./E.C.) 


prospects. 








UNITED KINGDOM. 

AGENTS’ SERVICES OFFERED FOR SPAIN, PORTUGAL, 
AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND.—A London firm of manu- 
facturers’ aveuts desire to represent United Kingdom manufacturers 
in Spain and Portugal for the following lines :—Tinplates, sanitary 
earthenware, fireclay baths. enamelled iron baths, plain and corru- 
vated galvanised sheets, ingot and bar tin, sulphate of copper, 
and any bulk articles suitable for Spain and Portugal. 
Agencies are also desired in respect of Australia and New Zealand 
for plain and corrugated galvanised sheets, tinned and lead-coated 
sheets, tinplates, carpenters’ and engineers small tools, enamelled 
hollow-ware and other metal and hardware specialities. The firm 
claim to have a personal knowledge of the markets referred to, and to 
have established agents there. (Reference No. 662.) 


—— 





AUSTRALIA. 
MACHINERY, STEEL, HARDWARE AND TEXTILES.--A 


firm of manufieturers’ ageuts in Perth, Western Australia, desire the 
representation of United Kingdom manufacturers of mining and general 
machinery, stee!, hardware, ete., also soft goods and textiles of all 
descriptions. One of the partners is a wining engineer and claims to 
have a vood connection among tlhe mining interests, while the other 
has since the war been engaged in the soft goods business. (Refer- 
ence No. 665.) 

ELECTRIC LAMPS, MOTORS AND ACCESSORIES. —A firm of 
manufacturers’ agents in Svdnev desire the representation of United 
Kingdom manufacturers of electric lamps, electric motors, lighting 
accessolles (execpt switches), ammeters, volt meters, watt meters, 
ete. The applicants have a London office which would be prepared 
to discuss agency arrangements in the first instance and to attend to 
all necessary financial arrangements and shipments. (Reference 
No. 664.) 

TENDERS INVITED. 

IMPEDANCE BONDS FOR POWER SIGNALLING.—H.M. 
Senior Trade Commissioner in Australia reports that the Victorian 
Railway (+ mmissioners are calling for tenders on the schedule of 
rates basis for the manufacture, supply and delivery at the Signal 
and Telegraph Workshops, Newport, of impedance bonds as follows 
(Contract 25455) :— 

The bonds are to be of the core type, each contained in a separate 
case and immersed in petrolatum. 

Payment will be made in Melbourne within about 21 days after 
certitication that the contract has been satisfactorily completed. 

Tenders are to be submitted on the proper form and accompanied 
by a preiiminary deposit of 4 per cent. of the total amount of the 
tender (to nearest £). Each tenderer must mark on the envelope 
enclosing his tender “ Tender for the supply of relays” and deposit 
it in the Railway Tender Box, Secretary’s Office, Spencer Street, 
Melbourne, not later than 11 am. on Wednesday, 31st January, 
1925. 

Local representation is essential The Department of Overseas 
Trade will be pleased to supply Untted Kingdom firms not already 
represented in Melbourne with the names of agents who may be 
willing to act for them. 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 





A set of the general conditions, tender form, form of contract, 
specification and schedule can be inspected by United Kingdom firms 
interested on application to the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Room 49), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1, while a further 
set is available for loan to those firmg who are not able to arrange for 
inspection in London. 

In view of the somewhat limited time available for the reception 
of tenders the above information will probably only be of use to 
firms who are in a position to instruct their agents by cable, 
(Reference D.O. T. 10111/E.D./E.C.) 

THREE-POSITION LINE RELAYS FOR POWER SIGNAL* 
LING. —H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in Australia reports that 
the Victorian Railway Commissioners are calling for tenders on the 
schedule of rates basis for the mannfacture, supply and delivery at 
the Signal and Telegraphs Workshops, Newport, of 100 three-position 
line relays as follows (Contract 35458). 

The relays are to be of the three-position, two-element, alternating 
current type and provided with six moving contacts. ‘Two each are 
to close one cirenit with normal energisation and one with reverse 
energ:sation ; three each to close one circuit when energised in either 
the normal or reverse direction ; one is to close one circuit when the 
relay is de-energised. 

The relays are, moreover, to be designed and constructed so that 
direct current in either elements does not close or tend to close the 
contacts, and this function is to be demonstrated to the approval of 
the inspecting engineer. 

Payment will be made in Melbourne within about 21 days after 
certification that the contract has been satisfactorily completed. 

Teuders are to be submitted on the proper form and accompanied 
by a preliminary deposit of 4 per cent. of the total amount of the 
tender (to nearest £). Each tenderei must mark on the envelope 
closing his tender ‘‘ Tender for the supply of relays ” and deposit 
it in the Railway Tender Box, Secretary’s Office, Spencer Street, 
Melbourne, not later than 11 a.m. on Wednesday, 31st January, 
192°), 

Local representation is essential. The Department of Overseas 
Trade will be pleased to supply United Kingdom firms not already 
represented in Melbourne with the names of agents who may be 
willing to act for them. 

A set of the general conditions, tender form, form of contract, 
specification and schedule can be inspected by United Kingdom firms 
interested on application to the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Room 49), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1, while a further 
set is available for loan to those firms who are not able to arrange foi 
inspection in London. 

In view of the somewhat limited time available for the reception of 
tenders, the above information will probably only be of use to firms 
Who are in a position to instruct their agents by cable. (Reference 
D.O.T. 10105/K.D./E.C.) 





BRITISH INDIA. 
TENDERS INVITED. 
HOSE-PIPES, SCREWS, OIL, PAPER, PNEUMATIC HAM- 
MERS, SPRINGS.—The High Commissioner for India is prepared 
to receive tenders for the supply of :— 
1. Pipes, hose, canvas, burnettized, for fire engines, 
60 ft. lengths, 2 in. internal diameter 


No. 535 


ancl 
Screws, delivery... ies we one No. 253 
2. Oil, lubricating, G.S. oie ine Galls. 26,000 
3.” Paper, carbonic, of various descriptions Reams 8,520 


es 


Paper, typewriter ve — eee ; teams 20,800 
5. Hammers, pneumatic, Pilkington Series O or 


slinliar type :— 


40 ewt. = ” fe oe co 1 
10 cwt, ro — es — we 3 
V3 cw, ae a aa No. 7) 
6. Springs, coil, helical and volute No. 26,000 


Porms of tender may be obtained from the Director-General, India 
Store Department, Branch No. 19, Belvedere Road, Lambeth, S,E. 1, 
and tenders are to be delivered at that office not later than 2 o'clock 
p.m, on Friday, 12th January, 1923. 





CANADA. | 

HOSIERY, UNDERWEAR, GLOVES, ETC.—A manufacturers 
agent in Toronto, who already represents Canadian manufacturers of 
coats, suits. hosiery and dresses for Western Canada, desires to secure 
the representation, on a commission basis, of United Kingdom mannu- 
facturers of hosiery, gloves. ‘underwear, sweaters, underskirts, direc- 
toire knickers and linen piece-goods for the provinces of Ontario and 
Quebee. He sells both to retail and wholesale houses. (Reference 
No. 665.) 





AT OFFICE OF CANADIAN TRADE 


COMMISSIONER. 

received at the Canadian 
Office, Portland House, 73, 
2, where full information may be 


ENQUIRY 


The following enquiry has been 
Government Trade Comnnissioner’s 
Jasinghall Street, London, E.C. 
obtained :— 

SMALL PRINTERS’ AND BOOKBINDERS' MACHINES, ETC. 
—-A Canadian manufacturing company, which is in a position to 
export small printers’ and bookbinders’ machines, job pres-es, cutting 
machines, bookhinders’ standing presses, etc., wish to get into touch 
with United Kingdom importers. 


ve 


1922. THE 


DECEMBER 21, 


BOARD OF 


TRADE JOURNAL. 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 





NEW ZEALAND. 
TOILET BRUSHWARE AND FANCY ARTICLES IN CELLU- 
LOID AND SIMILAR MATERIALS.—A Wellington firm of agents 


wish to obtain the ropresentation of United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of toilet brashware and fancy articles in celluloid and 


similar materials. (Reference No. 666.) 

WORSTED AND WOOLLEN PIECE-GOODS.—A Christchurch 
agent who has had a number of years’ practical experience in mann- 
facturing worsteds, dress goods, ete., in Yorkshire, wishes to be 
placed in touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of worsted and 
woollen piece-goods with a view to representing them in the 
Dominion. The agent has had seven years’ experience in the 
woollen agency business in New Zealand and claims to have good 
connections with all woollen buyers throughout the Dominion. 
(Reference No, 667.) 

SOFT GOODS AND PRINTERS’ AND BOOKBINDERS’ 
REQUISITES.—An Auckland firm of egents wish to obtain the 
representation of United Kingdom manufacturers of soft goods and 
also printers’ and bookbinders’ requisites, on a commission basis. 
(Reference No. 668.) 

FANCY GOODS AND STATIONERY.—A Christchurch agent 
wishes to be placed in touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of 
fancy goods and stationery with a view to representing them, either 
on a commission or consignment basis. (Reference No. 669.) 

DRUGGISTS’ SUNDRIES, GROCERIES AND SIMILAR 
LIN EsS.—The same Christchurch agent also wishes to be placed in 
touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of druggists’ sundries, 
vroceries and similar lines with a view to representing them, either 
on a commission or consignment basis. (Reference No. 670.) 





SOUTH AFRICA. 
HATS, HOSIERY AND UNDERGARMENTS.—A_ manufac- 


turers’ representative established in Cape Town is desirous of securing 
an agency for lower and medium quality men’s hats, and also for a 
good class hosiery firm who are also manufacturers of undergarments, 
(Reference No. 671.) 

TENDERS INVITED. 

CABLES.—H.M. Trade Commissioner at Capetown reports 
that the Corporation of the City of Capetown is calling for tenders 
for the supply and delivery into the yard at Dock Road Power 
Station, of approximately 10,300 yards of cable as follows (specifica- 
tion No. 218/1922) :— 

Section and description of cable. Approximate Remarks. 

length. 
Section 1. 
Item 1.—-04 sq. in. 3-core cable for 

11,000 volts Delta connected, 

i.e., With the neutral point of the 

system unearthed. 


370 yards. To be finished 
as detailed in 
the specifica- 
tion. 

(Finish ‘** A ’’), 

Item 2.—-04 sq. in. 3-corecable for 3,230 yards. (Finish “‘ B’’). 

11,000 volts Delta connected, 
i.e., With the neutral point of the 
svstem unearthed. 

Section 2. 

‘06 sq. in. 3-core cable for 3,300 2,000 yards. 

volts. 
Alternatively : 
‘06 sq. in. 3-core cable for 11,000 
volts as section 1. 


(finish * B’’). 


2,000 yards. (Finish “B”’). 
Section 3. 
Low tension 4-core cable for 600 
volts. 
Item 1.—-125 sq. in. 2,200 yards. (Finish “ B”’). 
Item 2.—-075 sq. in. 500 yards. (Finish “ B’’). 

All the lengths of cable covered by the specification may be varied 
slightly and tenders must be made out at price per yard of cable. 
All cable, with the exception of item 1 of section 1, may be supplied 
in lengths to suit maker’s convenience within reason, but item 1 of 
section 1 must be supplied either as one length or in two equal 
lengths. 

The minimum insulation resistance of the cable quoted for must 
be stated. 

Tenderers must state the time required for the delivery of the 
total length of cable specified and the number of shipments necessary 
to effect the complete delivery. Tenderers must also state what 
amount they will undertake to pay the Corporation per week for 
each week that the whole of the cable and fittings remain undelivered 
after the date specified in their tender. 

Payment of 75 per cent. of the contract price will be made on 
delivery, and the balance three months after the cable has been put 
to work ona certificate from the City Electrical Engineer that the 
cable is satisfactory and in accordance with the contract and speci- 
fication. 

Tenders on the proper form, accompanied by the completed surety 
bond form, must be enclosed in a sealed envelope, endorsed “‘ tender 
for cable,” and addressed to the Town Clerk, City Hall, Capetown, 
whom they must reach not later than noon 12th January, 1923. 

A set of documents comprising specification, tender and surety 
bond forms, is available for inspection by United Kingdom firms at 
the Department of Overseas Trade (Room 49), 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, S.W.1. A further set is available for loan, in order of 
application, to firms unable to inspect these documents in London. 

Local representation is essential. The Department will be pleased 
to supply United Kingdom firms not already represented in South 
Africa with names of agents who may be willing to act for them in 
the matter. (Reference D.O.T. 10159/E.D./E.C.(B).) 











OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 





TRANSFORMERS.—H.M. Trade Commissioner at Capetown 
reports that the Corporation of the City of Capetown is calling for 
tenders for the supply and delivery to the Dock Road Power Station 
of ten 50 cycle oil-cooled transformers together with tanks and the 
necessary quantity of transformer oil. The salient features are as 
follows (specification No. 216/1922 ) :— 

Three 150 k.v.a. single phase transformers which will be used 
as a Scott connected bank with one spare unit, to transform 
from two phase 3 wire supply with 2,200 volts between each phase 
and neutral to a 3-phase 4-wire supply at 233 volts between each 
phase and neutral, and 404 volts between phases. Tappings are 
to be provided on the h.t. side of the transformer, so that lL.t. 
pressure may be varied 3 and 6 per cent. above and below normal. 
All three transformers are to be identical and provided with main 
and teazer tappings. 

Four 100 k.v.a. single phase transformers which will be used 
as 3-phase bank with one spare unit to transform from 3-phase 
11,000 volts, Delta connected on the h.t. side to 3-phase 4-wire 
(star connected) with 233 volts between phase and neutral and 
404 volts between phases. Tappings to be provided on the h.t. 
side of the transformer so that the l.t. pressure may be varied 3 
and 6 per cent. above or below normal. 

Three single phase transformers 40 k.v.a. each ratio 2,200 to 
220/440 volts with tappings on the h.t. side to give 5 and 10 per 
cent. increased voltage on the I.t. side. 

The transformers may be of either the Shell type or Core type 
construction, but the tenderer is to state which type of iron circuit 
it is proposed to utilise. 

Tenders on the proper form, accompanied by the completed 
surety bond form, must be enclosed in a sealed envelope, endorsed 
“tender for oil-cooled transformers,’’ and addressed to the Town 
Clerk, City Hall, Capetown, whom they must reach not later than 
noon 12th January, 1923. 

Tenderers must state the time required for the delivery of the 
transformers under a penalty of 1 percent. per week in case of 
delivery being delayed beyond the date specified in their tender. 

Seventy-five percent. of the contract price will be paid on delivery 
of the transformers and twenty-five per cent. within three months 
thereafter, on a certificate from the City Electrical Engineer to the 
effect that the material is in accordance with the contract and speci- 
fication. 

A set of documents comprising specification, tender and surety 
bond forms is available for inspection by United Kingdom firms at 
the Department of Overseas Trade (Room 49), 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, S.W. 1. A further set is available for loan, in order 
of application, to those firms who are unable to inspect these docu- 
ments in London. 

Local representation is essential. The Department will be pleased 
to supply United Kingdom firms not already represented in South 
Africa with names of agents who may be willing to act for them in 
this matter. (Reference D.O.T. 10159/E.D./E.C.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 


,— 
———— 


EUROPE. 








AUSTRIA. 

WHISKY, PROVISIONS, AND COTTON AND WOOLLEN 
PIECE-GOODS. --An experienced agent resident in Vienna desires 
to secure the representation of United Kingdom manufacturers and 
exporters of whisky, provisions of all kinds, also cotton and woollen 
Applicant would work on a commission basis, and 


piece-goods., 
(Reference No. 672.) 


corresponds in English. 





BELGIUM. 
TENDERS INVITED. 


FLOATING CRANES.—The Department of Overseas Trade has 
received from H.M. Consul-General at Antwerp a blue print and 
specification (in French) relating to a call for tenders for the supply, 
in one lot, of two 10 ton floating cranes complete with the necessary 
accessories required, for the Port of Antwerp. 

Tenders addressed to the ‘‘ Burgomestre d’Anvers 4 Hotel de ville, 
Anvers,” must be presented by 8th February, 1923. A deposit of 
50,000 frs. is required. 

The specification and .blue print can be seen by United Kingdom 
firms at the Department of Overseas Trade (Room 50) until 30th 
December, after which date they will be sent on loan, in order of 
application, to firms unable to arrange for their inspection in London. 
The bine print and specification (price 2 frs.) can also be obtained 
from the ‘*Seecrétariat de l’Hotel de ville, Anvers.” (Reference 
D.O.T. 17862/F. W./E,P.) 





BULGARIA. 
TENDERS INVITED. 
RAILWAY MATERIAL.—The Department of Overseas Trade has 


received information that the Bulgarian State Direction General of 
Railwavs and Ports are calling for tenders for the supply of the 
following railway material :— 
4,812 tons rails (19°91 k.g. per lineal metre). 
249 tons fishplates. 
26 tons bolts for fishplates. 

407 tons rail plates. 

198 tons dog spikes. 

1°6 tons spring washers, 
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Tenders must be presented by 30th January, 1923, at the 
‘* Prefecture de Sofia Bureau des Finances.” A deposit of 5 per cent. 
is required, of which 1 per cent. must be placed with the National 
Bulgarian Bank at the latest on the day of the adjudication, and the 
remaining 4 per cent. within ten days of the date of acceptance of 
the tender. 

A blue print and specification (in French) is available for 
inspection by United Kingdom firms at the Department of Overseas 
‘Trade (Room 50), 35, Old Queen Street, Loudon, S8.W. 1, until 
30th December, after which date it will be sent on Joan, in order of 
application, to firms unable to arrange for inspection in London. 
(Reference D.O.T. 9609/F. E/E. P ) 





ITALY. 


RAW MATERIALS FOR PAPER MILLS, PAPER AND CARD- 
BOARD, ELECTRIC LAMPS, ETC.—A firm of agents and dealers 
established in Turin are desirous of obtaining the representation for 
Itaiy of United Kingdom manufacturers of raw materials for paper 
mills (felts, wires, ete.) ; paper and cardboard (especially fine glazed 
paper tor printing, tissue and fine coloured papers and cardboard) ; 
electric lamps, wires and general accessories ; and coloured leather for 
upholstery. (Reference No. 673.) 








NETHERLANDS. 


READY-MADE CLOTHING AND KNITTED WOOLLEN 
GOODS FOR LADIES AND GENTLEMEN; TRIMMINGS.— 


An agent at Amsterdam is desirous of securing the representation of 
United Kingdom manufacturers of ready-made clothing for ladies 
and gentlemen, woollen underwear, knitted coats, etc., also trimmings 
used in connection with these goods. (Reference No. 674.) 

CURTAINS, HOSIERY AND UNDERWEAR.—A_ well-con- 
nected agent resident in Amsterdam is desirous of obtaining the 
representation of United Kingdom manufaciurers of curtains, hosiery 
and underwear. Correspondence in English. (Reference No. 675.)— 

WOOLLEN PIECE-GOOUS, CHEAP OVERCOATINGS, MANT- 
LINGS, TWEEDs, PILE FABRICS (INCLUDING ASTRACHANS, 
PRINTED SEALS, ETC.), VELVETS AND VELVETEENS.—An 
agent at Amsterdam desires to secure the representation for the 
Netuerlands of United Kingdom firms manu‘acturing the above goods. 
Correspondence in English. (Reference No. 676.) 

MACHINER¥, MACHINE TOOLS, IRON AND STEEL AND 
NONERROUS METALS.—A commission agent established at 
the Hague is desirous of obtaining the representation for the 
Netherlands of Unitcd Kingdom manufacturers and producers of 
machinery, machine tools, iron and steel and non-ferrous metals. 
Correspondence in English. (Reference No. 677.) 





NORWAY. 


WOOLLEN YARNS, WOOL TOPS AND NOILS, AND 
MACHINERY FOR TEXTILE INDUSTRY. — An agent in 


Cliristiania desires to secure the representation in Norway of United 
Kingdom exporters of woollen yarns, woel tops and “noils, and 
machinery for the textile industries (excluding linen manufacturing 
machinery). (Reference No. 678.) 





POLAND. 


DRILLS, SAWS, EMERY CLOTH, ETC.—A Warsaw firm wishes 
to be put in touch with United Kingdom exporters of drills and 
circular and straight saws, emery cloth, emery paper and sandpaper. 
(Reference No. 672. 

GROCERIES.—A Warsaw firm is desirous of getting into touch 
with United kingdom exporters of groceries of all kinds. (Reference 
No. 680.) | . 
LEATHER AND LOCKS FOR TRUNKS, ETC.—A Warsaw 
firm wishes to act as agent for United Kingdom exporters of leather 
used for the manufacture of trunks, suite cases and attaché cases, 
locks for trunks. ete., and other small articles used in the manu- 
facture of trunks and travelling requisites. (Reference No. 681.) 





SERB-CROAT-SLOVENE KINGDOM. 


CALICO, RAINCOATS, ETC,—A commission agent resident in 
Sarajevo, Bosnia, with cood connections throughout Jugoslavia, 
especially in Bosnia, Herzegovina, and Dalmatia, desires to undertake 
the representation of United Kingdom manufacturers or merchant 
firms for the sale of calico, raincoats, waterproof coats and waterproof 
material for ladies’ coats, on commission basis or purchase (cash on 


delivery). The applicant also requires agencies for other goods. 
See reference 683. (Reference No. 682.) 


LiN,—A commission agent resident in Sarajevo, Bosnia, with good 
connections throughout Jugoslavia, especially in Bosnia, Herzegovina, 
aud Dalmatia, desires to undertake the representation of United 
Kingdom manufacturers or merchant firms for the sale of tin, on 
commission basis or purchase (cash on delivery). The applicant also 
requires agencies for other goods. See reference 682. (Reference 


No. 683.) . 





SWEDEN. 


COALS —An agent in Gothenburg desires to secure the Swedish 
representation of United Kingdom firms exporting coals and having 
bunkering depots in the principal ports of the United Kingdom, 
{Reference No. 6814.) | 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 





SWITZERLAND. 
VELVETS, WOOLLEN CLOTH, ETC.—An agent in Zurich is 


desirous of obtaining an ageney of United Kingdom manufacturers of 
velvets and woollen cloth for ladies’ and gentlemen’s wear, particu. 
larly novelty lines of cloth for ladies’ wear. (Reference No. 685. 
PAPER AND CARDBOARD.—A Swiss agent resident in Zurich 
is desirous of securing the representation of a United Kingdom firm 
of paper and cardboard makers who wish to obtain business connec- 


tions with printing works, lithographic works, acconnt books 
and ledger manufacturers, cardboard boxmakers, ete. (Reference 


No. 686 ) 
Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 


NEAR EAST. 








EGYPT. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

GENERAL STORES.—H.M. Commercial Agent for Egypt lias 
forwarded to the Department of Overseas Trade copies of the 
specification and conditions of tender relative to a call for tenders for 
the supply of general stores, ete., required for 1925-4 by the Ports and 
Lighthouses Administration, Alexandria. 

The stores specified include bunting, hose, ropes, canvas, oils, 
paints, asbestos packing and other asbestos material, belting, 
builders’ hardware, brushes, chemicals, electri:al goods, hardware, ete. 

Tenders, which must be on the proper form, must be enclosed in 
senled envelopes bearing indication of the nature of the tender, and 
will be received by the Director General, Ports and Lighthouses 
Administration, Alexandria, np to noon on i7th January, 1925. 
Local representation is essential The Department of Overseas 
Trade is prepared to supply to interested United Kingdom firms 
not so represented the names of United Kingdom firms having 
Egyptian representation and who are prepared to handle tenders on 
behalf of third narties. 

In addition to the 
difficulties should |} 


shortness of time available two further 
be noted. In the genera! conditions of tender it 
is stated that the goods supplied must he exactly similar to the 
standard sealed patterns kept at the Central Magazine, Arsenal, 
Alexandria, and in the specification for oils and paints that 
‘“Samples must be submitted 15 days before the date fixed for 
opening tenders. No samples submitted after that date will be 
considered.” If, in spite of these drawbacks, United Kingdom firms 
desire to proceed in the matter, copies of the conditions and specifica- 
tions can be inspected on application to the Department of Overseas 
Trade (Room Old Queen Street, London S,W. 13; while 
copies are available for loan, in order of application, to provincial 
firms unable to arrange for their inspection in London. (Reference 
D.0.T. 9621/F. E./G. P.) 

TABLE AND LINEN REQUISITES.—H.M. Commercial Agent 
for Egypt has forwarded to the Department of Overseas Trade copies 
of the specilication and conditions of tender relating to the supply to 
the Ministry of Publie Instruction of table and linen requisites for 
the school vear 1923-24. 

Tenders will be recvived by the Ministry up to 20th January, 


| 9» 
1923, 


4 é 
S34), Ov, 


A certain proportion of the requirements will, it is understood, be 
supplied loeally, but in other cases samples may be seen, on giving 
two days’ notice, at the office of the Inspecting Engineer, Egyptian 
and Sudanese State Railways Office, Queen Anne’s Chambers, 8. W.1. 

Representation in Egypt is essential. The Department will be 
leased to supply to interested United Kingdom firms not so repre- 
sented the names of United Kingdom houses who are prepared to 
handle tenders through their Egyptian branches. 

The conditions of contract, ete., may he seen by United Kingdom 
firms on application to the Department of Oveiseas Trade (Room 34), 
35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1, while copies are also avail- 

ble for loan, in order of application, to provincial firms unable to 
(Reference D.O.T. 9570/ 


ap 
arrange for their inspection in London. 
F.E./G.P.) 

COLOURED STRING.—The Commercial Agent for Egypt, Cairo, 
reports that the Central Stores Department, Ministry of Finance, 
Cairo, is inviting tenders, to be presented by 1sth January, 1925, 
for the supply of 1,000 kilogs. of coloured string required for the year 
1923-24, 

Eech tender, prepared on the proper form and accompanied hy 
samples, in duplicate, of the goods which it is proposed to supply, 
miuist be forwarded in a double sealed envelope, the inner one with 
the object of the tender indicated thereon and the outer addressed 
as follows:—The Director, Central Stores, Ministry of Finance, 
Cairo, Egypt. 

Prices must be quoted in Egyptian pounds and milliemes and 
include customs duties, free delivery into the Central Stores, and also 
the cases or bales in which the goods are packed when delivered. 

A provisional deposit of 2 per cent. of the total vaiue of the tender, 
or a banker's guarantee, must be deposited with the Treasury, 
Ministry of Finance, Cairo. Successful tenderers will be required to 
deposit caution money equal to 10 per cent. of the total amount of 
the tender, in cash or in Egyptian Government or other approved 
securities, calculated at market value, with a margin of 5 per cent. 

Payment will be made after each delivery and will be effected by 
the Ministry of Finance, with a deduction for stamp duty, on the 
production of a certificate to the effect that the Ministry has received 
and accepted delivery of the goods in accordance with the terms ol 
the conditions of contract. 

Representation in Cairo is essential. The Department of Overseas 
Trade will be pleased to furnish to United Kingdom firms who are 
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desirous of tendering, but who are not represented in Cairo, with the 
names of United Kingdom firms having branch offices in Cairo who 
are prepared to handle tenders on behalf of third parties. 

A copy of the conditions of tender, etc., can be inspected by 
United Kingdom firms intere sted on applic: ition to the De ‘partment of 
Overseas Trade (Room 45), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S. W. 1. 
An additional copy is available for loan, in order of application, to 
firms unable to inspect the document in London. 

Samples of the string required can be seen by interested firms at 
the London Office of the Egyptian and Sudanese State Railways, 
Queen Anne Chambers, London, 8. W. provided that they give 
two days notice to that elfect. No samples are available for 
inspection at the Department of Overseas Trade. (Reference D.O.T 
9569/F.E.;T.C. ) 





AFRICA. 


PORTUGUESE WEST AFRICA (ANGOLA). 
TENDERS INVITED. 

RAILWAY MATERIAL.—The Department of Overseas Trade have 
received from the Agency for Angola in London, Cecil Chambers, 76 
Strand, London, W.C. 2, a specification of railway material required 
by the Agent- General for Angola in Lisbon. 

The Agency for Angola state that it is impet ‘ative that quotations 
be received in Lisbon not later than 28th inst., an 1 should 
therefore be in the hands of the Agency by 23rd inst. 

Particulars of the specitications are as under : 

Specification. 

(a) 58,400 steel rails, weighing 34,720 kilogs. per metre (70 1b. 
per yard), Vignole section, 12 m. standard length. The per- 
centage of the shorter rails for the curves will be 12 per cent 
and the lenyth of same 11°925. 

(b) 58,400 pairs of angle-fish plates. 

(c) 233,600 fish- bolts with hex xavon nut. 

(d) 467,290 soft steel sleepers for 1-metre vAUge, 

(ec) 1,868,800 clips. 

(fF) 1,868,800 ¢ lip bolts with hexagon uut. 

(g) 100 switch and crossing devices (simple switch 
operating mechanism, fitted with ground signe! 
complete with all the rails, fish-plates, 
sleepers and fixing material. 

50 devices will have right-hand 
turn-oll, 
Radius 120 metres; tangent 0°12. 

All the above material must answer to the tee ‘hnical provisions of 
British Standard Specifications, and wil! be verified ‘eptioned 
at the works of the manufacturer before Pe Ay 

The sleepers and clips will be creosoted while warm. 

The clip-bolts will have, at the point, a line traced parallel to the 
head. 


(Reference D.O.'T. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


VOTTERY.--A recently organised firm in 
Chicago wish to communicate with United King dom manufacturers 
or exporters of glassware and pottery, with a view to obtaining 
agencies on a Comlpissicn basis, for the United States. (Reterence 
No. 687.) 

PICTURES, PICTURE FRAMES AND ARTISTS MATERIALS. 
—A recently organised firm in Chicago wish to communicate with 
United Kingdom manufacturers or exporters of pictures, picture 
frames and artists’ materials, with a view to obtaining agencies ou a 
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AND 


GLASSWARE 


ecommmission basis, for the a States. (Reference No. 68s.) 
GROCERY ETC. — old-established firm of merehandise 
brokers in Chicago wish to communicate with United Kingdom 


manufacturers and exporters of goods suitable for re-sale to wholesal 


aud retail grocers and caterers The tirm wou'd cover the Middie 


West of the United States and act on a commission basis. (Reference 
No. 689.) 
PLUMBING AND HEATING SUPPLIES.—A Chieago firm of 


Ianuiacturers’ detsibaters, selling to wholesale jobbers, wish to 
communicate with United Kingdom manufacturers of plumbing and 
heating supplies, — “_ Hushing cisterns and closet bowls, vith 
a view to obtaining — for Chi and the surrounding 
territory. om ference Nc x 0.) 

GENERAL AGENC (is, 1 


‘aVO 
o 


UILDERS’ HARDWARE, AUTO 
MOBILE ACCESSORIES, ETC.—A British subject with m any 
years’ experience in the United States of America is re-conmenc 
business in Philadelphia and desires to obtain agencies fon Unit e 
Kingdom manufacturers. Previous expertenc: been in the 
leather trade and in refractory materials, but ‘stions for new 
lines are builders’ hardware, automobile accessories, and any othe: Y 
class of goods not Gomanding Ae ery technical qualifications. The 
agen in question is now in England and would be g'ad to intervies 

rms contemplating agency arrangements for the United States. 
(Reference No. 691.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the Depari- 
ment of Overseas Trade, evcept where otherwise stated. 


LATIN AMERICA. 
ARGENTINA. 


GLAZED TILES.—A commission ageut established in 
Aires wishes to obtain the agency of a United Kingdom manufacture: 
of glazed tiles. (Reference No. 692.) 
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TEXTILES, ETC.—A British firm of commission agents estab- 
lished in Buenos Aires are desirous of representing, on a commission 
basis, United Kingdom exporters of cotton cashmeres, ticks, drills, 
etc., woollen caslhmeres, gabardines, ete. (Reference No. 693.) 





CHILE, 


TENDERS INVITED. 

METAL INGOTS AND COKE FOR STATE RAILWAYS.— 
The Department of Overseas Trade has received through the Com- 
mercial Counsellor at Paris particulars of a call for tender by the 
Chilean State Railways for the supply of 

10,700 kilogs. antimony in ingots. 
1,200,000 kilogs. pig iron. 
40,000 kilogs. tin ingots. 
15,000° kilogs. lead ingots. 
4,000 kilogs. zine ingots. 
3,000 kilogs. *‘ Cintilla ’’ (for hardeni: 
1,800,060 kilogs. forge coke. 
1,500,000 kilogs. foundry coke. 

Tenders are required c.i.f. Valparaiso and should be submitted in 
Santiago by 17th January, 1923, or at the office of the representative 
of the Chilean State Railways in Paris (M. Alejandro Bertrand, 88, 
Boulevard St. Michel), by 13th January, 1923. 

A copy of the circular (in French) issued by M. Bertrand and 
giving further particulars of the materials required can be obtained 
by United Kingdom firms interested on application to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade (Room 47), 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W. 1. 

Representation by an agent in Chile is essential. The Depart- 
ment can supply to United Kingdom firms not represented there the 
names of firms through whom tenders can be submitted. A deposit 
of 1 per cent. of the ‘total amount of the tender is usually required 
by the State Railways in tenders of this kind, and information as to 
how this deposit can be made can also be obtained by United King- 
dom firms interested on application to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. (Reference D.O.T. 6858/1/F.L./E.C.) 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONES MATERIAL FOR STATE 
RAILWAYS.—The Department of Overseas Trade has received 
through the Commercial Counsellor at Paris particulars of a call for 
tender by the State Railways of Chile for the supply of 65 sundry 
telegraph and telephone items, including :—- 

6,000 metres covered copper wire. 
3,000 kilogs. galvanised wire. 
1,000 kilogs. galvanised cable (3 strand). 
17,200 porcelain insulators, 
insulator pins, telephone cords, amalgamated zine for Leclanché 
cells, ete. 

Tenders are required c.i.f. Valparaiso and should be submitted in 
Santiago by 17th January, 1923, or at the office of the representative 
of the Chilean State Railways in Paris (M. Alejandro Bertrand, 88, 
Boulevard St. Michel), by 13th January, 1923. 

2epresentation by an agent in Chile is essential. The Department 
can supply United Kingdom firms not already represented with the 
names of firms through whom tenders can be submitted. 

A deposit of 1 per cent. of the total amount of the tender is 
usually required in tenders of this kind. Information as to how this 
deposit can be made is also available at the Department. 

A copy (in French) of the circularissued by M. Bertrand. from which 
the above particulars are taken, can be seen by United Kingdom firms 
interested on application to the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Room 49), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. (Reference 
D.O.T. 6858/1/F.L./E.P.) 

IRON, STEEL, BRASS, PAINTS, ETC. — H.M. Chargé 
d’Aifaires at Santiago de Chile reports that the Chilean State Rail- 
ways are inviting tenders for the supply and delivery of :— 


1g iron). 


Pesos. 
Iron, steel, brass, copper, lead, zine in bars and 
sheets of an approximate value of + . 1,900,000 
(2) Paints, varnishes, and painting egaiann s of an 
approximate value of ... — - 500,000 
Departamento de 


Tenders addressed to the ‘‘Seeretaria del 
Chile, will be 


Materiales y Almacenes,” Alameda Station, Santiago, 
received up to 3 p.m. on 15th February, 1925. 

Local representation is essential. 

‘The Department of Overseas Trade can 
firms not represented in Chile the* names 
tenders can be submitted. 

No information is available as to the precise quantity required of 
each line of goods named, but a copy of the standard specification 
(in Spanish is available and may be inspected by United Kingdom 
ns on application at the Department of Overseas Trade ( Room 84), 


supply to United Kingdom 
of firms through whom 





35, Old Queen Street, London, 5. W. 1 (Reference D.O.T. 7204/ 
F.L/G.P.) 
CUBA. 

WHITE COTTON, CAMBRIC AND WHITE LINEN GOODS.— 


H.M. Consul-General in Havana reports that a Cuban Fos of com- 
mission agents in that city wish to secure agencies for United King- 
dom m: inufac turers of white cotton, « ambric and white linen eoods. 
The firm is stated to be well established and to enjoy an exc -ellent 
reputation. (Reference No. 694.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, evcepl where otherwise stated. 
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GENERAL SECTION. 





PATENTS AND DESIGNS ACTS, 1907 AND 
1919: LICENCES OF RIGHT. 


Notice is hereby given that, by virtue of the provisions 
of Section 24 of the Acts, the undermentioned Patents 
were indorsed “ Licences of Right ’’ on the dates specified 
below :— 





No. and Year| 


of Patent. Grantee. 





8th Decem ber, 1922. 


(| “Improvements in apparatus for 
| | drying webs of paper, tabric or the 
B. F. Sturtevant < | __ like.” 
Co. | “An improved method of and appara- 


156,480 
5: 


3/21) 
1 


56, 
(3 
156,48 
(354/21) L tus for making paper.” 


14th Decem ber, 1922. 
15374/15 ‘| “Improvements in or relating to the 
gawing of glass and the like sub- 

stances.” 

15376/15 ‘‘Improvements in apparatus for saw- 
ing out glass discs from a plate.” 
15377/15 “Improvements in machines for 
grinding glass.” 
15379/15 | “Improvements in machines for 

grinding glass.” ; 
125,075 ‘Improvements in and relating to 
(8104/19) apparatus for use in unloading ships.”’ 


Taylor, W. : 
| 
L 


Compagnie des 
Transporteurs 
Simplex and anr. ; ; 

Pollard, J. D. “Improvements in or relating to 
stethoscopes.’ 

“Improvements in or relating to 
propellers for ships, aeroplanes, 
torpedoes and the like.”’ 

133,298 Cozette, R. J. P. E. | ‘‘Improvements relating to carburet- 
(23021/19) tors for internal-combustion en- 


gines.”’ 
138,169 Braly, N. B. “Pipe or hose couplings.” 
(2843/19) 


od;* ‘ 7 
(16503 /20) Fourneaux de 
Rouen 

52,687 Soc. des Gaz 
(29815 /20) Radio-Actifs 
Naturels de Col- 
lombieres sur Orb 

Thomas, C. 


130,306 
(11393/19) 


. Spreekmeester, E. 
(19150/19) 


Coc. des Hauts. “Improvements in or relating to 


calorimeters.” 


“Method and apparatus for cooling 
liquids and charging the same with 
gas by the use of snow-like carbonic 
anyhydride.” 

“Improvements in filters for filtering 
and straining liquids.” 

“Improved manufacture of  per- 
borates and _ di-sodium-perphos- 
phates.” 

‘Method of and apparatus for treating 
meat, fish and the like edible sub- 
stances for curing and like purposes.”’ 


154,782 
(27924/19) 

156,713 Aschkenasi, 8. 
(757/21) 

180,497 
(9835 /21) 


Rushen, P. C., 
(International 
Meat Smoking 
Corporation.) 

White, G. M., and 


181,176 “Improvements in and relating to 
(10209 /21) anr. 


traffic signals for motor vehicles.”’ 











— -_ Le —— aon sence 


The Patent Office. 





W. TemMpPLe FRANKS, 
Com ptroller-General. 





a 


STANDARD RAILWAY RATES, FARES, 
ETC. 


The Ministry of Transport make the following announce- 
ment :— 

Notice is given by the Railway Rates Tribunal, 2, 
Clement’s Inn, Strand, London, W.C. 2, that, in connection 
with the Schedules of Proposed Standard Charges to be 
submitted by the constituent Companies in the Railway 
Groups, in pursuance of Section 30 of the Railways Act, 
1921, the Railway Companies have submitted to the Tri- 
bunal Provisional Proposals in respect of :— 


(1) Minimum distances to be charged for, and minimum 
charges to be made, under Section 48 of the said 
Act. 
Mileage gradations. 
Form of schedules. 
Method of calculating the charges for the conveyance 
of animals by passenger train or other similar service. 
Copies of the proposals can be obtained from the Secre- 
tary, Railway Clearing House, Seymour Street, Euston 
Square, London N.W. 1, price ls. 3d. post free. 


Any body or person desiring to be heard upon the con- , 


sideration of such proposals must lodge with the Secretary 
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of the Railway Rates Tribunal, at the address given above, 
six copies of their or his written objections to such proposals 
on or before the 9th day of January, 1923. 

The Railway Rates Tribunal is prepared to consider 
objections which the Traders’ Co-ordinating Committee, 
c/o the Federation of British Industries, 39. St. James’s 
Street, London, 8.W. 1, may lodge, and persons interested 
are invited to put themselves in communication with that 
body to bring to its notice any matter which they consider 


should be incorporated in the objections of the Co-ordinating 
Committee. 


Notice will be given later of the date fixed for the con- 


sideration by the Railway Rates Tribunal of the Pro- 
visional Proposals. 





Commercial Returns. 





CORN PRICES. 


Statement showing the average price of British Corn per quarter 
of 8 bushels Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
of Corn Returns in the week ended 16th December, 1922, 
pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882 :— 





Average Price. 








Wheat ; | 





Week ended 16th December, 1922) 
Corresponding week in— | 
1913 * 


1914 
1915 
1916 
1917 
1918 
1919 
1920 
1921 














* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns 
of purchases of British corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns 
in any other measure than the imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed 
measure, that officer shall convert such returns into the imperial bushel, and 
in the case of weight or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the 
rate of sixty imperial pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty imperial pounds 
~ 4 — bushel of barley, and thirty-nine imperial pounds for every bushel 
of oats. 





FISHERY STATISTICS FOR NOVEMBER, 1922: 


The following statement shows the quantity and value of 
fish landed on the English and Welsh, Scotch and Irish coasts 
during the month of November, 1922, compared with the corre- 
sponding month of 1921 :— 





Month of November. 


1921. 1922. 





Quantity. | Value. 





Quantity. Value. 
ewt. | £ 


cwt. ; 





England and Wales | 
Fish, excluding | 
shell fish . | 1,763,542 | 1,514,487 | 1,499,682 1,361,346 

Shell fish we) od 48477 — 44,023 


1,557,964 











Total value 1 405,369 








Scotiand— | 
Fish, excluding | 
shell fish 312,087 212,480 233,697 

Shell fish ion -- | 7,484 — 9.865 





Total value ... | 319,571 243,562 





ireland — | 
Fish, excluding | 
shell fish =... | 2 46: 25,883 
Shell fish se 
Total value ... | 26, 862 








The figures for 1922 are subject to revision. 





aT 





